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Moved, motivated 
by historic ruling

‘It’s awesome’: Naomi Metz and 
wife Jennifer Foley of Santa Rosa were 
on the steps of the Supreme Court to 
hear news of the ruling. 
‘Bigger than LGBT’: Jane Spahr, 
former minister who was tried by the 
Presbyterian church for performing gay 
weddings, is overwhelmed by gratitude.
A changed nation: Ramon Meraz 
and partner Terah Deason returned 
from a Mexico trip and awoke Friday to 
new possibilities for their future.
Growing support: Ross Galleto 
says his future children with his  
husband, Silver, won’t believe there 
was a time when gays couldn’t wed.
A son’s story: Eric Wittmershaus, 
a Press Democrat editor, remembers  
The Rule about discussing his mom and 
her female “roommate.”

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

REASON TO CELEBRATE: John Kennedy, left, and Bill Baird of Santa Rosa have been together nearly four decades 
and married for seven years. They attended a pride party Saturday at the Fountaingrove Lodge in Santa Rosa.

The landmark Supreme 
Court ruling Friday 
giving same-sex cou-

ples across the United States 
the right to marry marked a 
profound and historic change 
in the nation’s social landscape. 
Amid the celebrations and 
protests it set off, the decision 
spurred deeply personal reflec-
tions about how the broad legal 
shift would affect individual 
lives, touching families, friends 
and relationships spanning all 
ages. Here are some of  the local 
stories that have emerged in the 
wake of  Friday’s momentous 
action. 

Bill Baird  
and John Kennedy

Santa Rosa residents Bill 
Baird and John Kennedy grew 
up in what seemed like worlds 
apart. One was raised in sub-
urban Iowa, the other in an old 
working-class town in eastern 
New York. When the two met 
37 years ago in the Colorado 
mountains at a religious retreat 
for gay men, they felt immedi-
ately connected by their faith.

“We’re both Catholic, so we 
knew we had the same values,” 
Baird said.

Both men came out as gay 
during the early 1970s, before 
many of  their peers, and nearly 
a decade before the AIDS 
epidemic gave greater public 
exposure to the gay community. 
They were married seven years 
ago in San Francisco, in the 
brief  window between a state 
Supreme Court decision and 
Proposition 8, which banned 
same-sex marriages in Califor-
nia until it was deemed uncon-
stitutional by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

The high court’s ruling Fri-
day established a new bench-
mark for gay rights that Baird 
and Kennedy said was almost 
unimaginable nearly four de-
cades ago when they met. 

“Justice (Anthony) Kenne-
dy’s statement was very, very 
moving, when he explained that 
marriage should be allowed for 
all people,” Baird said.

At the same time, Baird, 68, 
and Kennedy, 72, saw the court 
ruling through the lens of  their 
Catholic faith and viewpoint of  
millions of  Americans who still 
oppose same-sex marriage.

“It’s important to realize how 
many people are not happy 
about the decision,” Baird said, 
“so we have to find a way to 
work together to promote mar-
riage equality.”

The retired couple live at 
Fountaingrove Lodge, a senior 
community for lesbian, gay, 

Courtesy of Naomi Metz

IN WASHINGTON: Naomi Metz, a Santa Rosa lawyer, seated, visits the 
White House on Wednesday with wife Jennifer Foley for a pride event.
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Long 
struggle, 

quick 
endgame

NEW YORK — Back in 1996, 
President Bill Clinton signed a 
law stipulating that the federal 
government would not recog-
nize marriages between same-
sex couples. On Friday night, 
the White House was illuminat-
ed with rainbow colors in cele-
bration of  the Supreme Court 
ruling legalizing such marriag-
es in every state of  the nation.

For gay-rights activists, the 
two decades between those mo-
ments were marked by a dra-
matic mix of  setbacks and vic-
tories.

As recently as 2004 there was 
widespread despair among pro-
ponents as voters in 13 states 
approved constitutional amend-
ments banning same-sex mar-
riage. At that time, some ac-
tivists questioned whether 
marriage equality was a realis-
tic goal. Others, while wary of  
appearing too optimistic, sug-
gested gay marriage might take 
hold by 2020.

“In that climate, it sounded 
ambitious and bold, but it ral-
lied a critical mass of leaders to 
believe maybe it was attainable,” 
said Evan Wolfson, president of  
the group Freedom to Marry that 
played a key role in developing 
the campaign’s strategies.

That once-audacious timeta-
ble proved to be overcautious. 
As more gay people came out of  
the closet, more of  their relatives 
and acquaintances became sup-
portive of  gay rights. TV shows 
such as “Will and Grace” and 
“Modern Family” accelerated 
acceptance with empathetic por-
trayals of  gay characters. Opin-
ion polls over the past 10 years 
showed a huge shift in attitudes 
toward same-sex marriage, 
which is now supported by 55 to 
60 percent of  Americans.

And over the past two years, a 
series of  state and federal court 
rulings fueled hopes that victo-
ry was imminent.

U.S. District Judge Robert 
Shelby alluded to the public 
opinion shift in his December 
2013 ruling striking down Utah’s 
ban on gay marriage as uncon-
stitutional. “It is not the Consti-
tution that has changed, but the 
knowledge of  what it means to 
be gay or lesbian,” he wrote.

The 2004 election, which dis-
mayed gay-rights activists at 
the time, “was a last rearguard 
effort in a losing fight,” accord-
ing to Tobias Barrington Wolff, 
a professor at the University of  
Pennsylvania Law School.

“The progress that followed 
built on victories in legisla-
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Big shift in US since 1996, 
when Clinton signed law 

against gay marriage
By DAVID CRARY

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Locals reflect on decision 
giving same-sex couples 
right to wed nationwide 

Troubled delta is state’s water battleground

BYRON — Fighting over wa-
ter is a tradition in California, 
but nowhere are the lines of  dis-
pute more sharply drawn than 
here in the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta, a 720,000-acre 
network of  islands and canals 
that is the hub of  the state’s wa-
ter system.

Giant pumps pull in water 

flowing to the Delta from the 
mountainous north of  the state, 
where the majority of  precipita-
tion falls, and send it to farms, 
towns and cities in the Central 
Valley and Southern California, 
where the demand for water is 
greatest.

For decades, the shortcom-
ings of  this water transporta-
tion system, among the most 
ambitious and complex ever 

Jeffrey Mount, 
a watershed 
scientist 
and senior 
fellow at the 
Public Policy 
Institute of 
California, on 
his boat in the 
Sacramento- 
San Joaquin 
Delta in April.
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