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Bypass cost higher than reported

The controversial 6-mile Highway 
101 bypass around Willits cost 50 per-
cent more than what was reported by 
Caltrans when it opened the freeway 
last year, raising its total price tag to 
$459 million and fueling pointed criti-

cism of  the state agency.
Caltrans officials say the $159 million 

discrepancy stems from unintentional-
ly failing to include the department’s 
own staff time in publicly released fi-
nancial reports. Reporting staff time 
on that particular project wasn’t re-
quired by law, but it was internal Cal-
trans policy, officials said.

“This was an oversight on our part,” 
Caltrans District 1 Director Matt Brady 
said in a prepared statement.

Critics of  the Willits bypass and Cal-
trans’ management aren’t so sure.

“Caltrans is clearly asleep at the 
wheel here and continues to waste tax-
payer money for this environmentally 
destructive highway boondoggle,” said 
Aruna Prabhala, a staff attorney for 
the Center for Biological Diversity in 
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A worker gathers cement dust on the Willits bypass.
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WILLITS » Caltrans says controversial Highway 101 project 
was 50 percent more than initial price, for total of $459 million

GOP pushes back health bill vote

INSIDE
 ■ Pence steps in 

as Trump fails to 
sway Senate / A8

WASHINGTON — Facing intran-
sigent Republican opposition, the 
Senate majority leader, Mitch McCo-
nnell, on Tuesday delayed a vote on 
legislation to repeal the Affordable 
Care Act, dealing another setback 
to Republicans’ seven-year effort to 

dismantle the health law and setting 
up a long, heated summer of  health 
care battles.

McConnell faced resistance from 
across his conference, not only from 
the most moderate and conservative 
senators but from others, as well. 
Had he pressed forward this week, 
he almost surely would have lacked 
the votes even to begin debate on the 
bill.

“We will not be on the bill this 
week, but we’re still working toward 
getting at least 50 people in a com-
fortable place,” said McConnell, who 
is known as a canny strategist but 

was forced to acknowledge on Tues-
day that he had more work to do.

The delay pushes Senate consider-
ation of  the bill until after a planned 
recess for the Fourth of  July, but it 
does not guarantee that Republican 
senators will come together. Oppo-
nents of  the bill, including patient 
advocacy groups and medical or-
ganizations, plan to lobby senators 
in their home states next week. 
Senators are likely to be dogged by 
demonstrators. Democrats vowed 
to keep up the pressure, and some 
Republican senators have suggest-
ed that their votes will be difficult  

to win.
After meeting with President 

Donald Trump at the White House, 
McConnell told reporters that if  
Republicans could not come to an 
agreement, they would be forced to 
negotiate a deal with Sen. Chuck 
Schumer of  New York, the Demo-
cratic leader.

“The status quo is simply unsus-
tainable,” McConnell said. “It’ll be 
dealt with in one of  two ways: Either 
Republicans will agree and change 
the status quo, or the markets will 

McConnell says if he can’t 
change Republican minds, 
party will work with Dems
By THOMAS KAPLAN  
AND ROBERT PEAR
NEW YORK TIMES
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Hack hits 
Ukraine, 
spreads 
globally

Computer systems from 
Ukraine to the United States 
were struck Tuesday in an in-
ternational cyberattack that 
was like a recent assault that 
crippled tens of  thousands of  
machines worldwide.

In Kiev, the capital of  Ukraine, 
ATMs stopped working. About 
80 miles away, workers were 
forced to manually monitor 
radiation at the old Chernobyl 
nuclear plant when their com-
puters failed. And tech man-
agers at companies around the 
world, from Maersk, the Danish 
shipping conglomerate, to Mer-
ck, the drug giant in the United 
States, were scrambling to re-
spond.

It was unclear who was be-
hind this cyberattack, and the 
extent of  its effect was still hard 
to gauge Tuesday.

It started as an attack on 
Ukrainian government and 
business computer systems — 
an assault that appeared to have 
been intended to hit the day 
before a holiday marking the 
adoption in 1996 of  Ukraine’s 
first constitution after break-
ing away from the Soviet Union. 
It spread from there, causing 
collateral damage around the 
world.

This outbreak is the latest 
and perhaps the most sophisti-
cated in a series of  attacks that 
make use of  dozens of  hack-
ing tools that were stolen from 
the National Security Agency 
and leaked online in April by a 
group called the Shadow Bro-
kers.

Like the WannaCry attacks in 
May, the latest global hacking 
took control of  computers and 
demanded digital ransom from 
their owners to regain access. 
The new attack used the same 
NSA hacking tool, Eternal Blue, 

Security specialist: NSA 
needs to address ‘plague 
that they’ve unleashed’ 
By NICOLE PERLROTH, MARK 
SCOTT AND SHEERA FRENKEL
NEW YORK TIMES
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Gabe Yazzolino, 15, of Santa Rosa packages lemon broccoli millet at the Ceres Community Project kitchen in Sebastopol on Tuesday.

Sharing a gift of health

Nonprofit gets $6M as part of study on correlation between diet, diseases

Steven Toth of  Sebastopol 
quit eating red meat and 
switched to mostly fish 

and organic vegetables after his 
diagnosis with prostate 
cancer five months ago.

The dietary break-
through was inspired, 
he said, by food from 
the Ceres Communi-
ty Project, which has 
largely sustained him as 
he battles the spreading 
cancer.

“I’m keeping up with 
my 7-year-old son; I’m 
feeling good,” said Toth, 67. 

The food, prepared at a 
Ceres kitchen in Sebastopol, is 
“cooked to perfection,” he said. 
“It’s stuff you would pay an arm 
and a leg for at Whole Foods.”

Now the work by Ceres, a non-

profit named after the Roman 
goddess of  agriculture, is the 
touchstone for an unprecedent-
ed $6 million healthy food pilot 
project for low-income Califor-
nians suffering from chronic 
disease.

The three-year proj-
ect, scheduled to start 
in 2018, will assess the 
premise that good nutri-
tion improves the lives 
of  people with cancer, 
heart disease, diabetes 
and other serious ill-
nesses and cuts the cost 
of  their taxpayer-funded 
medical care.

Cathryn Couch, the 
founder and executive direc-
tor of  Ceres, said the state’s 
$6 million investment will pay 
off in a savings of  $13.8 million 
for Medi-Cal, the health care 
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Broccoli is freshly picked Tuesday from the garden at Ceres  
Community Project in Sebastopol.

Cathryn  
Couch


