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SADNESS, THEN ELATION: 
Mexico drubbed by 
Sweden, but advance in 
World Cup thanks to 
Germany’s loss / C1

INSIDE

Kennedy retiring, fight begins

No plan 
to bring 
families 
together

WASHINGTON — Activists 
went without food near the bor-
der in Texas, protesters banged 
pots outside an immigration 
agency office in Washington, 
and Congress prepared to go on 
break after rejecting a potential 
fix as the saga of  migrant chil-
dren in federal custody dragged 
on Wednesday for another day 
without resolution.

A day after a federal judge in 
San Diego ordered the Trump 
administration to reunite 2,042 
migrant children taken from 
their parents and put into de-
tention facilities at the border, 
no plan for bringing the families 
back together had emerged and 
the administration still had a 
chance to appeal the ruling.

U.S. District Judge Dana Sa-
braw’s preliminary injunction 
requires children younger than 5 
to be reunited with their parents 
within 14 days, and older chil-
dren within 30 days. But along 
the border, civil rights and im-
migration lawyers struggled to 
understand whether that would 
mean the release of  children and 
parents from custody or the ex-
pansion of  family detentions.

In court, a government law-
yer said Department of  Health 
and Human Services officials, 
who are tasked with placing 
the children in shelters across 
the country, were working to 
comply with the judge’s order. 

WASHINGTON — Justice Antho-
ny Kennedy announced Wednesday 
that he would retire this summer, 
setting in motion a furious fight over 
the future of  the Supreme Court and 
giving President Donald Trump the 
chance to put a conservative stamp 

on the American legal system for 
generations.

Kennedy, 81, has been a critical 
swing vote on the sharply polarized 
court for nearly three decades, as 
he embraced liberal views on gay 
rights, abortion and the death pen-
alty but helped conservatives trim 
voting rights, block gun control mea-
sures and unleash campaign spend-
ing by corporations.

His replacement by a conserva-
tive justice — something Trump has 
vowed to his supporters — could im-
peril a variety of  landmark Supreme 

Court precedents on social issues 
where Kennedy frequently sided 
with his liberal colleagues, particu-
larly on abortion.

Trump and his Republican allies 
have hoped for months that Kenne-
dy might retire, clearing a way for a 
new, more conservative jurist before 
Democrats had an opportunity to 
capture the Senate and block future 
Republican nominees. In contrast 
to his frequent criticisms of  Chief  
Justice John Roberts, a generally 
reliable conservative, Trump has 
frequently heaped praise on Kenne-

dy and even has suggested he might 
nominate one of  his former clerks to 
the bench — subtle nudges the pres-
ident hoped would make Kennedy 
more comfortable with the idea of  
stepping down.

Kennedy’s departure could leave 
Chief  Justice Roberts, who was ap-
pointed by George W. Bush, as the 
decisive vote on a court whose oth-
er justices may soon include four 
committed liberals and four equally 
committed conservatives.

Trump set to tilt court with 
conservative nominee; 
Dems say pick should wait
BY MICHAEL D. SHEAR
NEW YORK TIMES
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Lawyers struggling 
to interpret judge’s 
ruling on separations
By JAZMINE ULLOA, SARAH D. 
WIRE AND ELIZA FAWCETT
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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IMMIGRATION

Firefighters made gains Wednesday on the 
Pawnee fire burning in Lake County, extend-
ing containment lines around 30 percent of  
the blaze near the most populated area and 
lifting evacuation orders to allow more than  
1,000 Spring Valley residents back into their 
homes. 

The fire, burning east of  Clear Lake, has 
grown by 700 acres since Tuesday night, and 
has charred a total of  13,700 acres, destroying 
22 structures, including 12 homes in greater 
Clearlake Oaks, according to the Lake County 
Sheriff’s Office and Cal Fire. 

Though the blaze’s spread had slowed since 
Monday, flames still threaten 600 structures, 
with hot, dry and windy weather predicted to 
set in Friday and remain through the weekend. 

“We made good progress (Tuesday) and to-
day, again, we’re making really good progress,” 
Cal Fire Division Chief  Greg Bertelli said. 

The blaze, which started Saturday evening, 
has drawn more than 3,000 firefighters from 
multiple agencies around the state. The re-
sponse included 234 engines, 33 water tenders, 
15 helicopters and 79 hand crews and 71 bull-
dozers, with additional resources on the way 
as they’re released from other fires burning 
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Cal Fire Capt. Mike Apodaca talks with Spring Valley resident Shirley Conley on Wednesday as they look over the burned hills across Cache Creek 
from Conley’s home on the day evacuation orders were lifted for the Spring Valley area near Clearlake Oaks.

Evacuation orders 
lifted in Spring Valley 

People glad to get 
home as blaze slowed
By HANNAH BEAUSANG AND KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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PAWNEE FIRE » HEADWAY IN LAKE COUNTY

Nature delivered the heat and 
the wind just as expected Saturday, 
with temperatures that topped 100 
degrees, sapping whatever mois-
ture was left in the air and in the 
crop of  dry grass and brush that 
surrounded the remote Lake Coun-
ty community of  Spring Valley.

Relative humidity had dropped 
into the single digits before the 
Pawnee fire broke out, so when the 
flames ignited, they spread quickly, 
destroying 22 structures in the ini-
tial hours.

But crews were ready to respond, 
their staffing ramped up and both 
ground equipment and aircraft 
poised for call-up in anticipation of  
weather conditions that can spawn 
catastrophic wildfires. The plan-
ning was due in part to changes 
made since the October fires, when 
local agencies were short of  needed 
help and a potent aerial attack did 

Proactive 
approach aids 
fire response
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

HOW TO HELP
If you want to donate to organizations helping Lake 
County fire victims, visit bit.ly/2txi6Ps

ONLINE
Read the latest coverage at pressdemocrat.com

A red layer of Phos-Chek fire retardant covers part 
of a hillside near Clearlake Oaks.
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