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DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: 
Downtown SR apartment 
project could be first to 
benefit from the faster 
permit process  / A3
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Homes 
out of 
blaze’s 
path

5 killed at Maryland newspaper

ANNAPOLIS, Maryland — A 
man with a vendetta against 
a Maryland newspaper fired 
a shotgun through the news-
room’s glass doors and at its em-
ployees, killing five and injuring 

two others Thursday in a target-
ed shooting, according to police.

The attack appears to be the 
deadliest involving journalists 
in the United States in decades.

Local police said the Capital 
Gazette was targeted in the inci-
dent that prompted heightened 
security in newsrooms around 
the country.

A bulletin emailed to Mary-
land law enforcement officials 
identified the shooting suspect 
as Jarrod Ramos, 38. Police 
were searching an apartment in  

Laurel, late Thursday that is 
tied to Ramos.

Ramos in 2015 lost a defama-
tion case he brought against 
the paper over a 2011 column 
he contended defamed him. The 
column provided an account 
of  Ramos’ guilty plea to crim-
inal harassment of  a woman 
over social media. Police, who 
arrived at the scene within a 
minute of  the reported gunfire,  
apprehended a single gunman 

Populated areas of  Lake 
County no longer face an im-
mediate threat from the Pawnee 
fire, authorities said Thursday, 
allowing the remaining 200 res-
idents under evacuation orders 
to return home as firefighters 
i n c r e a s e d 
containment 
on the blaze 
to 50 percent 
by day’s end.

The push 
to corral the 
fire came 
ahead of  
hot, dry and 
windy weath-
er expected 
to set in today 
and remain 
through the 
weekend. Au-
thorities across the North Coast 
issued red flag warnings about 
the predicted fire weather. 

 “We’re trying to get every-
thing wrapped up before the 
weather changes around mid-
night, when the winds will be 
out of  the north again,” said 
Brian Price, a battalion chief  
with the Fresno Fire Depart-
ment, who is working on the 
Pawnee fire incident command 
team. “The last thing we want is 
for the wind to pick up an ember 
and slide it across the line.”

The total area burned by 
the fire, east of  Clearlake 
Oaks, remained at 13,700 acres 
after winds remained calm 
Wednesday into Thursday. 
The perimeter of  the fire was 

Remaining residents 
forced to evacuate are 
allowed to return home
By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Gunman in custody after 
attack, likely deadliest on  
journalists in US in years
By LYNH BUI, OVETTA  
WIGGINS AND TOM JACKMAN
WASHINGTON POST
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HOW TO 
HELP
If you want to 
donate to organi-
zations helping 
Lake County fire 
victims, visit 
bit.ly/2txi6Ps

ONLINE
Read the latest 
coverage at press-
democrat.com

PAWNEE FIRE

Authorities 
stage at the 
office build-
ing entrance 
after multiple 
people were 
shot Thursday 
at the Capital 
Gazette 
newspaper 
in Annapolis, 
Maryland.

JOSE LUIS MAGANA 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — A political war 
over replacing Justice Anthony Ken-
nedy roared to life Thursday in Wash-
ington, the start of  an election-season 
clash over a Supreme Court retire-
ment that will reshape the country’s 
judicial future.

Hours after Kennedy’s announce-
ment Wednesday that he will step 

down July 31, conservative organiza-
tions were mobilizing to support the 
Republican-controlled Senate in a 
quick confirmation of  a justice who 
would be expected to vote against the 
court’s liberal precedents. One group, 
the Judicial Crisis Network, has al-
ready started a $1 million ad cam-
paign urging people to support the 
president’s choice.

Democrats and liberal advocacy or-
ganizations face enormous challenges 
if  they hope to prevent President Don-
ald Trump and the Republicans from 
installing a conservative justice who 
would shift the ideological balance of  
the court for generations. Trump has 
promised to pick from a list of  highly 

conservative jurists, and Republicans 
control the Senate, which can confirm 
the president’s choice by a simple ma-
jority.

Trump began wooing senators late 
Thursday, meeting at the White House 
separately with three Republicans 
and with the three Democrats — Joe 
Donnelly of  Indiana, Heidi Heitkamp 
of  North Dakota and Joe Manchin III 
of  West Virginia — who broke party 
ranks last year and voted to confirm 
Neil Gorsuch, the president’s first Su-
preme Court pick.

After the meeting, Heitkamp said 
in a statement that she urged the 

Political war rages over Kennedy seat 
Liberals, conservatives raise 
funds, run ads to shape battle 
to shape Supreme Court
By MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
AND THOMAS KAPLAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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immediately 
overturning Roe 
v. Wade  / A11
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Kennedy
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Don Canardo, left, and Mike Stanford hang Fourth of July banners on the Sebastopol Lions Club fireworks booth in the Safeway shopping center 
on the first day of legal fireworks sales in the county.

Fireworks in the hot seat
FOURTH OF JULY » Cities around Sonoma County struggle with 
selling sparklers, pinwheels after trauma of October’s wildfires

Retired firefighter Jeff Myers used to enjoy 
setting off fireworks in a cul-de-sac with 
his family in past years — usually with 

a garden hose and fire extinguisher ready. But 
after he lost his Larkfield home in the October 
wildfires, he now says it’s “absolute insanity” 
to allow firework sales in Sonoma County, or 
anywhere in California.

Fireworks didn’t cause the wildfire that 
burned Myers’ home down, but environmental 
conditions are ripe this season for more fires 
to come, he said. A fire weather warning was 
issued for eastern Sonoma County and Napa 
County, starting late tonight and lasting until 

11 p.m. Saturday.
Like many other fire-scarred residents, Myers 

is convinced that even “safe and sane” consum-
er fireworks should not be sold or allowed in 
Sonoma County.

“It’s a helluva thing to physically and emo-
tionally lose everything and all you did was go 
to bed,” he said. “Anyone that goes through 
this with a disaster, I just can’t see how they 
would turn around and embrace the chance for 
recurrence.”

It’s a point that resonates widely in the North 
Bay this year, running squarely into long-stand-
ing traditions that mark American indepen-
dence and assist local nonprofits that raise 

By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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WHERE YOU CAN 
HAVE FIREWORKS
“Safe and sane” fireworks — 
pyrotechnics that don’t shoot into 
the air  — are legal in the following 
cities in Sonoma County: 

 ■ Sebastopol
 ■ Rohnert Park

 ■ Petaluma
 ■ Cloverdale

Fireworks of any kind are banned 
in the following areas:

 ■ Santa Rosa
 ■ Sonoma,
 ■Windsor
 ■Healdsburg

 ■ Cotati
 ■ unincorpo-

rated Sonoma 
County 


