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Strict vaccine bill heads to Brown
State Senate passes bill that
would require immunizations
regardless of parents’ beliefs
By TRACY SEIPEL
and JESSICA CALEFATI
SAN JOSE M ERC URY N E W S

SACRAMENTO — The controversial bill that would give California
one of country’s strictest vaccination laws headed on Monday to Gov.
Jerry Brown’s desk, with supporters
urging him to sign it and opponents

promising to stand vigil around the
clock to convince him to veto it.
On Monday, a majority of the California state Senate again passed
Senate Bill 277, incendiary legislation that would require almost all
schoolchildren to be fully vaccinated
in order to attend public or private
school, regardless of their parents’
personal or religious beliefs.
The only exception would be for
medical reasons.
Despite continued objection from
Senate colleagues who have called
the bill an overreach by the govern-

ment, the Senate voted 24 to 14 to approve a handful of amendments added to the bill this month in the state
Assembly, which passed the bill last
week.
Brown has 12 days to act on legislation after it lands on his desk
— veto it, sign it or do nothing and
it becomes law. Since the 12th day
lands on the weekend of July 11, under statute, the deadline is pushed to
the next non-holiday business day, in
this case July 13.
“The science remains unequivocal
that vaccines are safe and vaccines

save lives,” Sen. Richard Pan, D-Sacramento, one of the bill’s co-authors,
told his colleagues Monday before
they voted.
Still, hundreds of opponents who
during the past few months have
swarmed the Capitol, decrying the
bill at legislative hearings because
they say it violates their parental
rights, aren’t giving up. On Monday,
they were scheduled to deliver at
least 50,000 signed petitions asking
Brown to veto the law.
Several celebrities, including acTURN TO VACCINE, PAGE A7

Former students of 132-year-old
Daniels School near Healdsburg
share memories of those ‘idyllic’
days as they lead renovation effort

Restoration revived

SENATE
BILL 277
Bill passed by
state Senate
would require
children to be
vaccinated in
order to attend
school. The only
exception would
be for medical
reasons. Gov.
Jerry Brown must
act by July 13.

Sonic,
Comcast
battle
robocalls
FCC rulings make it easier
for consumers to avoid
telemarketers, scammers
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
T HE P R ES S D EM O CR AT

Robocalls, one of the banes of
modern life, may soon become
easier to avoid.
The Federal Communications Commission issued a set
of rulings this month affirming
consumers’ rights to control
the calls they receive, closing
several loopholes that allowed
telemarketers and scammers to
bombard consumers with autodialed, pre-recorded messages
on their cellphones and landlines alike.
The FCC made it clear telephone companies can offer “Do
Not Disturb” technology that allows customers to block annoying robocalls.
So far, the automatic blocking
service is only available from
companies that provide telephone service over the Internet,
FCC spokesman Will Wiquist
said. He was not aware of any
landline telephone companies
offering the service.
“The next step is for phone
companies to start offering this
TURN TO ROBOCALLS, PAGE A7
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HISTORIC SCHOOLHOUSE: Florence Bates, who attended Daniels School west of Healdsburg in 1938, is part of a small group of alumni working to restore
the school. Top, in a photo provided by the Healdsburg Museum and Historical Society, the school is seen in 1907.
By CLARK MASON
T H E P RE S S D E MO C RAT

I

t’s been 78 years since Florence Nylander
Bates attended a one-room schoolhouse in
the hills west of Healdsburg, but the memories are still vivid — the white dresses the girls
wore on graduation day, the play they staged
in a meadow, the potbelly stove they warmed
themselves with on rainy days, and the 12-mile,
daily round-trip journey she made on her horse
to get to school.
Bates, 90, sat outside the 132-year-old Daniels
School on Mill Creek Road last week recalling
those halcyon days.
“It was almost idyllic. You felt protected and
everybody was nice to you,” said Bates, who
graduated from the school’s eighth-grade class
in 1938.
She is part of a handful of alumni working
to restore the schoolhouse, an effort that has
regained momentum thanks to a $14,500 grant
from the Sonoma County Landmarks Commission, coupled with donations and volunteer
work.
A new roof and windows were installed this
spring on the schoolhouse, which was built
from old-growth redwood but exposed to the elements following its closure in 1951. Next comes
siding and interior work, including a renewed
electricity supply, something the old structure

Trillions spent
but financial
crises persist
By PETER EAVIS
NEW YO R K T I M ES

only had after World War II, when its kerosene
lanterns were replaced.
“I’m making real progress,” said Bonnie Cussins Pitkin, 71, who is spearheading the $40,000
restoration effort for the cherished school,
which she attended one year prior to its closure,
when she was in first grade.
Pitkin’s vision is to provide an opportunity
for local schoolchildren to take field trips to
Daniels School and learn what it was like to
TURN TO SCHOOL, PAGE T7

READY TO LEARN:
Students stand in front
of Daniels School in
1933. A century ago,
there were 120 oneroom schoolhouses
in Sonoma County.
ONLINE: For more
photos, go to press
democrat.com.

There are some problems that
not even $10 trillion can solve.
That gargantuan sum of money is what central banks around
the world have
spent in recent INSIDE
years as they ■ Greek crisis
have tried to rattles markets
stimulate their ■ Puerto Rico
economies and struggling with
fight financial $72 billion in debt
crises.
The
tidal wave of Business, C6
cheap money
has played a huge role in generating growth in many countries,
cutting unemployment and preventing panic.
But it has not been able to
do away with days like Monday, when fear again coursed
through global financial markets. The main causes of the
steep declines in stock and bond
markets were announcements
TURN TO CRISES, PAGE A5
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RULING OPENS DOOR TO EXECUTIONS IN STATE:
Supreme Court appears to have removed key
legal hurdle for lethal injections / A3
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