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Ex-director faces prison term

PHOTOS BY JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Customers shopping Friday at Solful cannabis dispensary in Sebastopol found discounts on products that will not meet new state standards taking 
effect Sunday. New rules will require products such Releaf Balm to be sold in resealable childproof packages, below left, with instead of boxes.

Dispensaries strained

As new state rules set to go into effect, county 
cannabis sellers face tough choices to comply 

California cannabis sellers are facing 
a harrowing decision: Sell much of  
their inventory at blow-out prices, 

or dispose of  any remaining products — 
from joints and edibles to topicals and 
flowers — that don’t comply with rigorous 
new state testing and packaging laws.

Six months after recreational marijua-
na was legalized, the California Bureau 
of  Cannabis Control is implementing 

tighter controls over cannabis products 
sold to the public. The new regulations 
take effect Sunday.  

“If  it’s not out of  here by July 1, we 
have to have it destroyed at our own 
cost,” said Eli Melrod, co-owner of  Solful 
cannabis dispensary in Sebastopol. 

He said he had liquidation sales going 
on all week. He’s selling much of  his 
current inventory at cost just to get rid 
of  it before Sunday.

Former Hanna Boys Center clin-
ical director Kevin Scott Thorpe 
pleaded no contest Friday to child 
sex assault charges in a plea deal 
that will avert a trial in perhaps 
Sonoma County’s highest-profile sex 
abuse case in recent memory.

Thorpe, 40, earned a 21-year state 
prison term with his plea, though he 
would be eligible for release in less 
than 17 years, prosecutors said. He 
had previously pleaded not guilty.

He will be required to permanent-
ly register as a sex offender upon 
any release. He also will be subject to 
consideration for civil commitment 
as a sexually violent predator if  he 
is determined to be too dangerous 
to return to the general population, 
prosecutors said.

As a caseworker and then clinical 
director of  the 73-year-old center 

for at-risk youth in Sonoma Val-
ley, Thorpe had close contact with 
scores of  vulnerable adolescent and 
teenage boys in his care, including 
three of  the four victims in the crim-
inal case. 

A married father of  two young 
girls, he knew the fourth victim out-
side of  work. Separately, the state 
residential care licensing board that 
oversees the Hanna Boys Center ac-
cused Thorpe of  molesting at least 
seven clients at the residential facili-
ty and school, which is affiliated with 
Catholic Diocese of  Santa Rosa.

The center earlier this year avoid-
ed a potential state shutdown that 
stemmed in part from the scandal, 
which included a whistleblower case 
brought by Thorpe’s predecessor at 
Hanna, Tim Norman. 

Earlier this month, a Sonoma 
County jury awarded Norman 
$1.1  million dollars, finding he was 
wrongly terminated for speaking up 
about bullying, drug use and other 
unaddressed concerns at the home 
for troubled boys.  
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Kevin  
Thorpe
Former clinical 
director entered 
a no-contest plea 
to child sex abuse 
charges on Friday

“We can’t send it back up the supply chain ... It’s crazy. There will be thousands  
of perfectly good products that will be destroyed because of regulations.”
 ELI MELROD, co-owner of Solful cannabis dispensary, which is working to comply with new state rules going into effect Sunday

Suspect earlier deemed no threat

ANNAPOLIS, Maryland — The 
man accused of  killing five people at 
a Maryland newspaper was investi-
gated five years ago for a barrage of  
menacing tweets against the daily, 
but a detective concluded he was no 

threat, and the paper didn’t want to 
press charges for fear of  inflaming the 
situation, according to a police report 
released Friday.

The newspaper was afraid of  “put-
ting a stick in a beehive.”

The 2013 police report added to the 
picture emerging of  Jarrod Ramos, 
38, as the former information-technol-
ogy employee with a longtime grudge 
against the Capital of  Annapolis was 
charged with five counts of  first-de-
gree murder in one of  the deadliest 
attacks on journalists in U.S. history.

Authorities said Ramos barricaded 
the rear exit of  the office to prevent 
anyone from escaping and method-
ically blasted his way through the 
newsroom Thursday with a 12-gauge 
pump-action shotgun, gunning down 
one victim trying to slip out the back.

Three editors, a reporter and a sales 
assistant were killed.

“The fellow was there to kill as 
many people as he could,” Anne 
Arundel County Police Chief  Timothy 
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Christine Feldmann places flowers at the makeshift 
memorial Friday outside the Capital Gazette in 
Annapolis, Maryland, where a man killed five Thursday.
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GM: New 
tariffs 
put jobs 
at risk

General Motors warned Fri-
day that if  President Donald 
Trump pushed ahead with an-
other wave of  tariffs, the move 
could backfire, leading to “less 
investment, fewer jobs and low-
er wages” for its employees.

The automaker said the pres-
ident’s threat to impose tariffs 
on imports of  cars and car parts 
— along with an earlier spate 
of  penalties — could drive ve-
hicle prices up by thousands of  
dollars. The “hardest hit” cars, 
General Motors said in com-
ments submitted to the Com-
merce Department, are likely 
to be the ones bought by con-
sumers who can least afford an 
increase. Demand would suffer 
and production would slow, all 
of  which “could lead to a small-
er GM.”

The president has promoted 
tariffs as a way to protect U.S. 
businesses and workers, aim-
ing at dozens of  nations with 
metal tariffs, as well as bringing 
broader levies against Chinese 
goods. But companies, which 
rely on other markets for sales, 
production and materials, have 
been increasingly vocal about 
the potential damage from his 
policies.

The warning by GM, echoed in 
comments by trade groups and 
other automakers, could test the 
president’s aggressive approach 
to trade and his commitment 
to business. In the past, Trump 
has lauded General Motors for 
its job creation and vowed to de-
fend the auto industry.

A GM spokeswoman, Dayna 
Hart, said that the company had 
no contingency plans calling for 
job cuts, but that such a move 

Automaker warns more 
surcharges on imports 
could raise US car prices
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