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New vaccine law draws ire, joy
As Brown strikes exemptions for
childhood disease prevention,
opponents in county vow to fight
By MARY CALLAHAN
and JAMIE HANSEN
THE PRESS D E MO C RAT

Gov. Jerry Brown on Tuesday
signed controversial legislation to
impose one of the strictest school
vaccination laws in the country, eliminating an exemption that hundreds of
Sonoma County parents have used to
forgo childhood vaccinations for their

children based on
philosophical beliefs.
The new law, which
takes effect July 1
next year, will require
students
attending
all public and private
schools,
day-care
centers
and
similar
Jerry
institutions
to
be
Brown
immunized
against
10 specified communicable diseases
unless they’ve obtained a medical exemption.
Opponents already are vowing to
challenge the legislation in court,

saying it improperly usurps the right
of parents to choose what’s right for
their children — a view held by many
in the North Bay, which has some of
the state’s highest refusal rates for
childhood vaccination.
“We’re not going to give up,” said
Debra Baretta, a Petaluma mother of
three, who traveled to Sacramento on
Tuesday to join a silent vigil opposing
the new bill. “This bill is unconstitutional. It doesn’t allow (certain) children the right to a public education.”
Her children, 13, 14 and 15, will essentially be grandfathered under an
TURN TO VACCINE, PAGE A9

NEW VACCINATION RULES
Gov. Jerry Brown signed SB 277 on Tuesday, just one day after
lawmakers passed it.
■ The bill, which takes
effect on July 1, 2016, strikes
California’s personal belief
exemption for immunizations.
The measure applies to public
and private schools, as well
as day-care facilities.
■ Medical exemptions would
still be granted to children
with serious health issues.
Parents who refuse to vacci-

nate their children can try to
obtain a medical exemption
or homeschool them.
■ A grandfather clause
will allow students who
currently claim a personal
belief exemption to maintain
it until their next vaccine
checkpoint. Checkpoints
occur in kindergarten and
seventh grade.
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Greece
misses
payment
to IMF
International Monetary Fund
avoids the term ‘default,’
declares nation ‘in arrears’
By JACK EWING
and JAMES KANTER
NEW YORK TI ME S

FRANKFURT, Germany —
Greece on Tuesday added its
name to a roster that includes
some of the world’s poorest and
worst-governed nations, including Iraq, Sudan, Somalia and
Zimbabwe.
Those are a few of the countries that have missed payments
to the International Monetary
Fund — as Greece did Tuesday,
when it failed to make a loan
payment of about 1.5 billion euros, or $1.7 billion, to the fund.
Greece is not technically in
default — the IMF said it was
in “arrears” — but missing the
payment is an unmistakable
warning that the country will
probably be unable to meet its
other obligations in coming
weeks, to its bond holders and
to the European Central Bank.
That may make the central
bank less willing to continue
emergency loans that have been
propping up Greek banks for the
past several months.
By declaring Greece in arrears, the IMF avoided using the
term “default.” Credit rating
agencies also will not consider
Greece to be in default based
on missing the IMF payment,
for the technical reason that the
IMF is not considered a com-
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DETERRING TEEN SMOKERS: Aman Gill grabs a pack of cigarettes for a customer Tuesday at his family’s Fast Lane gas station in Healdsburg. The age limit to
purchase cigarettes and tobacco products in Healdsburg has been raised to 21.
By CLARK MASON
TH E P R E SS DE M OC R AT

S

tarting today, Healdsburg becomes the first city
in California to cut off sales of cigarettes and
other tobacco products to anyone under the age
of 21.
The groundbreaking ordinance, which raises the
minimum age to buy tobacco from 18 to 21, is intended to discourage teenagers from starting to smoke.
The 15 tobacco retailers in town are skeptical it will
really make a difference in cutting teen smoking.
“I think it’s kind of foolish. I don’t think it will
change things a whole lot,” said Aman Gill, whose
family owns the Fast Lane Gas store near the central
Healdsburg freeway exit, which sells tobacco products.

Already, he said, his under-21 customers have told
him they’ll just have a friend buy a pack for them,
or they’ll pick up cigarettes the next time they’re in
Santa Rosa.
“People in Healdsburg will just go to Windsor or
Cloverdale,” agreed Prit Pal Singh, another tobacco
retailer whose son owns Healdsburg Liquors.
But advocates for raising the age for buying tobacco
say that cities in other parts of the country that started the trend a decade ago, such as Needham, Mass.,
have seen a major drop in teen smoking.
“If we can get someone to 21 without smoking, very
few people start at that age,” said retired Healdsburg
physician David Anderson, who prompted the Healdsburg City Council to tighten tobacco restrictions in
October. Retailers were given nearly nine months to
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US, Cuba agree to open embassies
By CHRISTI PARSONS
and MICHAEL A. MEMOLI
LOS ANGELES T I ME S

WASHINGTON — In the most
significant move yet toward
normalizing relations between
the U.S. and Cuba, the Obama
administration said Tuesday
that the two had agreed to open
embassies in each other’s countries.
The diplomatic development
is the most authoritative move
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the Obama administration can
make unilaterally without an
act of Congress, which still
holds the power to lift or retain
the Cuban economic embargo that has been in place for
decades. It comes six months
after President Barack Obama
ordered the opening of relations, ending more than half a
century of Cold War standoff
as he promised to “cut loose the
shackles of the past.”
Obama and Secretary of State

Lotto
A2
Movies
D9
Obituaries B3

Scoreboard C5
State news A4
TV
E3

John Kerry plan to address the
decision publicly today, a senior
administration official said, as
the two nations open the door to
an entirely new relationship of
trade, travel and tourism.
Less than three months ago,
Obama and Cuban President
Raul Castro held a historic faceto-face meeting at a summit in
Panama, and the countries’ diplomatic corps began a series of
intense meetings to clear the reTURN TO EMBASSIES, PAGE A9

RAMON ESPINOSA / Associated Press

American and Cuban flags wave from the balcony of the Hotel
Saratoga in Havana. President Barack Obama plans to announce
today an embassy agreement between Havana and Washington.
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