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Details emerge in stabbing
Police: Suspect living among
homeless for four months,
did not know victim
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A 23-year-old man possibly linked
to two vicious stabbings in downtown Santa Rosa — including one
Wednesday during a movie at the
Roxy Theater — entered the show
without a ticket after staff let him
in to use a bathroom, police officials

said Thursday.
Delonte Anthony Hart, originally
from the Baltimore area but apparently living among Sonoma County’s thousands of homeless people
the past four months, watched about
30 minutes of commercials, trailers
and the start of “The Shallows” in
Theater 9. Santa Rosa police said
Hart, seated in the back third of
the theater behind a man he did not
know, allegedly attacked him about
4 p.m., stabbing him several times
with a chef’s knife.
Jailed on $1 million bail on suspi-

cion of attempted murder, Hart is
also a “person of interest” in a similarly brazen stabbing of a well-known
32-year-old Santa Rosa man, Cirak
Tesfazgi. His body was found just
before 1 a.m. Monday in a downtown
doorway alcove where he appeared to
have set up camp for the night.
A chef’s knife was discarded near
Tesfazgi’s body, police officials said.
Detectives suspect that knife inflicted the more than 50 wounds Tesfazgi
suffered.
Police have not arrested Hart in
connection with Tesfazgi’s death.

“We are looking at him as a possibility, but there is still a lot of
evidence to go through from both
cases,” Santa Rosa Police Sgt. Josh
Ludtke said. “It’s our goal to find out
the truth.”
Little is known about Hart, who
arrived in Santa Rosa from Alameda
County, Ludtke said. Detectives are
still trying to piece together his activities and whereabouts in Santa
Rosa. So far, only a rough outline
of his activities has been gleaned
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Brown
to review
slate of
gun bills
Proposals would ban
semiautomatic rifles with
detachable magazines
By PATRICK MCGREEVY
AND JAZMINE ULLOA
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Thompson Builders Corp. employee Ruben Corona works to dig a trench Thursday around an old gas main at Old Courthouse Square near the
Empire Building in Santa Rosa. The building was constructed in 1908 and has been home to a bank and a college in the past.

Developer to convert 108-year-old property into boutique hotel
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

he historic Empire Building in downtown Santa Rosa is being sold to a
developer who plans to turn it into a
boutique hotel.
Hugh Futrell, who transformed the
long-vacant former AT&T building
downtown into the new home of Luther
Burbank Savings, says he expects to complete the purchase of the iconic four-story
edifice July 15.
He did not disclose the purchase price,

but it’s below the most recent $2.6 million
list price, said broker Paul Schwartz.
“I think Hugh is frankly the perfect
buyer,” Schwartz said. “I’m very hopeful
that he will be able to go forward with the
hotel construction. I think it would be very
exciting for downtown.”
The sale and successful renovation of
the beloved clock-topped building would
be a sign that the city’s $9.2 million effort
to reunify the two halves of Old Courthouse Square may be starting to deliver on
its promise of sparking the revitalization
of downtown Santa Rosa.

The high-profile public works project,
which has been under construction for
two months, removed towering redwood
trees that obscured views of the building’s
unique architecture, and will soon install
side streets around a new central plaza
suitable for special events like concerts
and farmers markets.
The project, which has been discussed
locally for nearly 30 years, is scheduled to
be completed by Thanksgiving.
The 20,600-square-foot building at 37 Old
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“Urban revitalization doesn’t happen overnight. It’s an evolutionary process,
but you have to have a catalyst.”
PAUL SCHWARTZ, property broker

SACRAMENTO — Spurred
by outrage over recent mass
shootings, California lawmakers on Thursday sent Gov. Jerry
Brown an unprecedented package of gun control bills, including a ban on the sale of semiautomatic rifles with detachable
magazines, background checks
for those buying ammunition
and new restrictions on homemade firearms.
In the wake of massacres in
San Bernardino and Orlando,
Florida, the flurry of legislative
action
once
again
puts
California in the lead
among states
regulating firearms, and in
stark contrast
to inaction in
the gridlocked Gov. Jerry
Congress, offi- Brown
cials said.
“I don’t know how much more
blood needs to be spilled in our
schools, in our community centers, in public spaces, until the
members of Congress act and
we can do this nationwide,”
Senate President Pro Tem Kevin De Leon, D-Los Angeles, told
reporters after the vote. “Until
that happens, we will not stop
moving forward forcefully to
make sure that we protect our
families, to protect our children,
protect our communities. This
is a historic day.”
But controversy over the measures reached beyond Republicans who voted against them
as an erosion of the Second
Amendment. One measure that
would allow Californians to petition courts to take guns away
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State’s sticky questions land in your lap
November issues range
from legalized pot to tighter
controls on ammo sales
By MICHAEL R. BLOOD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — California is
again testing how much democracy
is too much, with voters facing up to
18 ballot questions in November that
could end the death penalty, cut into
the cost of prescription drugs and free
marijuana smokers to legally light up
in the nation’s most populous state.
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The cascade of proposals is certain
to create confusion at the ballot box,
along with fresh criticism that the
state’s system of direct democracy has
run amok. Low voter turnout in 2014
meant campaigns needed relatively
few signatures to qualify for the ballot.
Collectively, the proposals would
cut into a broad swath of life in California, involving issues from classrooms to prisons, the porn industry to
cigarette taxes.
Voters will ponder whether gun
owners should be subject to background checks to buy bullets, if a state
ban on single-use plastic bags at gro-
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cery stores is needed or whether adult
film actors should wear condoms
during shoots.
There are proposals to take on $9 billion in public debt to build schools,
to repeal an “English-only” rule in
classroom instruction approved by
voters nearly two decades ago, and to
require voters to sign off on huge construction projects financed by public
debt, which could threaten the state’s
unpopular and costly high-speed rail
project.
Questions on either repealing or
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BAN LIFTED: The Pentagon will allow
transgender men and women to openly serve
in the armed forces / B1
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Customers buy products at the Harvest Medical
Marijuana Dispensary in San Francisco on April 20.
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