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A&P Helicopters pilot Joe Ryan, left, and certified arborist Amy Rowe identify dead trees that could pose a wildfire or other public safety risk 
while circling over the Ukiah area by helicopter on Wednesday. The team was hired by PG&E to survey its power lines for hazards. 

Dying trees pose risks
NORTH COAST » Aftermath of state’s prolonged drought becomes 
visible in withered forests, creating hazards along power corridors 

T he staccato beat of  a yellow and 
blue helicopter’s rotating blades 
drowned out nearly all other noise 

as the pilot, Joe Ryan, tilted the aircraft 
from side to side and made low circles over 
power lines west of  Ukiah.

It was a clear morning, Ryan and two 
foresters on board the aircraft were 
scouring the area for dead and dying trees 
that could topple into PG&E transmission 
lines, triggering power failures and poten-
tially igniting fires.

“I think we’ve got a dead one here,” 
Ryan said into a microphone, relaying 
instructions to Amy Rowe and Chelsea 
Michael, foresters with Western Environ-
mental Consultants Inc. 

The team, including Ryan of  A&P Heli-
copters, has been hired by PG&E to survey 
its lines across several North Coast coun-
ties, where the state’s prolonged drought, 
insect infestation and disease have all 
taken a heavy toll on forests. 

Though abundant rainfall this win-
ter banished the drought, the dangers 
presented by the state’s ravaged forests 
are higher than ever, according to utility 
officials, firefighters and foresters. State-
wide, an estimated 102 million trees have 
died during the drought and its immediate 
aftermath, with many millions more ex-

pected to succumb in the next few years.   
“No amount of  water was going to bring 

back those trees,” said Heather Williams, a 
spokeswoman for Cal Fire, the state forest-
ry and firefighting agency. 

As a result, PG&E, which annually 
inspects all 134,000 miles of  its overhead 

power lines in Northern and Central 
California, last year added a second patrol 
on some 68,000 miles of  line located in high 
fire hazard areas, company spokeswoman 
Linsey Paulo said. This year, it plans to 
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A dying tree, center right, looms near power lines Wednesday in an area west of Ukiah.  

ONLINE Watch a video of PG&E and forest workers inspecting trees by helicopter at pressdemocrat.com

Hosts bring 
tabloid story 
into fracas

The co-hosts of  MSNBC’s 
“Morning Joe," Mika Brzezinski 
and Joe Scarborough, defended 
themselves Friday against Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s Twit-
ter attack the day before, with 
Brzezinski saying that Trump’s 
tweets targeting her betrayed “a 
fragile, childlike ego” that was a 
profound concern.

“We’re OK. The country’s 
not,” Scarborough added.

The two hosts also injected an 
element of  supermarket tabloid 
intrigue by asserting that top 
White House aides had contact-
ed them to say that they could 
prevent the National Enquirer 
from publishing a negative arti-
cle about them if  they called the 
president, apologized for crit-
icizing him on their show and 
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‘MORNING JOE’ PUSHBACK

Trump on health law: Just kill it

Patrols 
at lakes 
for DUI 
boaters

With holiday travel in full ef-
fect Friday afternoon, traffic 
slowed to a crawl on Highway 101 
approaching Santa Rosa, and it 
was also congested on a much 
shorter byway leading straight 
into the water at Lake Sonoma.

Boaters getting an early start 
on the weekend leading into the 
July Fourth holiday crowded the 
public boat ramp at the brimful 
reservoir behind Warm Springs 
Dam northeast of  Healdsburg, 
said Capt. Antony Billes of  the 
U.S. Army Corps of  Engineers.

“It’s not a problem as long 
as we all have a little bit of  pa-
tience,” he said.

Army Corps park rangers, 
along with marine law enforce-
ment officers throughout Cal-
ifornia and across the nation, 
also hope water lovers will use 
sound judgment and forgo boat-
ing under the influence of  in-
toxicants as they celebrate the 

WASHINGTON — With Sen-
ate Republicans bogged down 
over how to dismantle the Af-
fordable Care Act, President 
Donald Trump on Friday tossed 
in a new complication with an 
old idea: The Senate could re-

peal the health law now, 
then replace it later.

Trump gave his bless-
ing  in a Twitter post 
after a Republican dis-
satisfied with the cur-
rent repeal bill, Sen. 
Ben Sasse of  Nebraska, 
floated the two-stage 
approach as a backup 
plan. Sasse sent a let-
ter to the president and made 
a pitch Friday on Fox News as 
an agreement on a new version 
of  the Senate’s repeal bill re-
mained elusive.

Other conservatives 
quickly picked up the 
idea — including Sen. 
Rand Paul of  Kentucky 
and the advocacy group 
Americans for Prosper-
ity, backed by Charles 
and David  Koch — pre-
senting a new headache 
to Senate leaders who 
are trying to focus their 

conservative and moderate 
troops on finding a compromise.

Days ago, Senate Republican 
leaders spoke optimistically of  
finishing their revisions to the 

repeal bill by Friday, clearing 
the way for the Congressional 
Budget Office to prepare a new 
analysis of  the bill. That way, 
after lawmakers return from 
their Fourth of  July recess, the 
majority leader, Sen. Mitch Mc-
Connell of  Kentucky, could try 
to move ahead with a vote.

But Friday came and went 
without any agreement or pub-
lic show of  progress — and with 
no vote in sight. Instead, McCon-
nell was dealing with a new dose 
of  uncertainty about whether 
Republicans should continue on 

their current course, or scrap 
their bill for a repeal-only mea-
sure that would probably have 
at least as much difficulty gar-
nering enough votes to pass.

The health care debate al-
most certainly will continue 
deep into July, when Congress 
will also face other pressing is-
sues, including raising the gov-
ernment’s statutory borrowing 
limit.

“We need repeal; we need re-
place,” Sasse said on Fox News. 

President open to repeal 
now, replace later option 
if Senate fails to strike deal
By THOMAS KAPLAN 
AND ROBERT PEAR
NEW YORK TIMES
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Sheriff’s Office seeking  
to reduce water accidents 
over July Fourth weekend
By GUY KOVNER
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