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PAWNEE FIRE FLARES UP » Order to flee 
as blaze spreads in Lake County.  A3

CHASING A DREAM » ‘The Voice’ helps 
Dallas Caroline’s career take off.   D1

Free 
speech 
used by 
the right

WASHINGTON — On the fi-
nal day of  the Supreme Court 
term this past week, Justice Ele-
na Kagan sounded an alarm.

The court’s five conserva-
tive members, citing the First 
Amendment, had just dealt pub-
lic unions a devastating blow. 
The day before, the same major-
ity had used the First Amend-
ment to reject a California law 
requiring religiously oriented 
“crisis pregnancy centers” to 
provide women with informa-
tion about abortion.

Conservatives, said Kagan, who 
is part of  the court’s four-member 
liberal wing, were “weaponizing 
the First Amendment.”

The two decisions were the 
latest in a stunning run of  vic-
tories for a conservative agenda 
that has increasingly been built 
on the foundation of  free speech. 
Conservative groups, borrowing 
and building on arguments de-
veloped by liberals, have used 
the First Amendment to justify 
unlimited campaign spending, 
discrimination against gay cou-
ples and attacks on the regula-
tion of  tobacco, pharmaceuti-
cals and guns.

“The right, which had for 

Conservatives borrow 
from liberals, arguing 
First Amendment rights
By ADAM LIPTAK
NEW YORK TIMES
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Elena Kagan

Dems’ inside 
revolt could 
change party

WASHINGTON — The 
pitched battle looming over the 
Supreme Court, along with a 
jolt to the Democratic leader-
ship at the ballot box Tuesday, 
is threatening to shatter the al-
ready fragile architecture of  the 
Democratic Party, as an activist 
rebellion on the left and a lurch 
to the right in Washington pro-
pels the party toward a moment 
of  extraordinary conflict and 
forced reinvention.

For Democrats, the transfor-
mation could prove as conse-
quential as President Donald 
Trump’s consolidation of  power 
in his own party and the conser-
vative movement’s tightening 
grip on the federal government.

“The Trump presidency has 
changed the dynamics in our 
party,” said Dick Durbin of  Illi-
nois, the second-ranking Dem-
ocrat in the Senate, acknowl-
edging that he could not recall 
a similar grass-roots uprising 

By JONATHAN MARTIN  
AND ALEXANDER BURNS
NEW YORK TIMES
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POLITICAL CROSSROAD

Marchers unite in 
support of migrants 

ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Simon Youssef, 11, right, of Santa Rosa raises a sign and chants with fellow demonstrators in support of ending migrant family separations during 
the “Families Belong Together” rally Saturday at Old Courthouse Square in Santa Rosa. 

Demonstrators across Sonoma County 
rallied in solidarity with hundreds of  
thousands of  others across the state 

and nation on Saturday, calling for the reuni-
fication of  immigrant families separated at 
the southern U.S. border and for politicians 

in Washington, D.C., to enact 
reforms that promote com-
passion toward those fleeing 
strife-torn countries.

Several thousand people 
gathered at Old Courthouse 
Square in downtown Santa 
Rosa, where chants touted 
the nation’s embrace of  im-
migrant communities — “We 

care!” — and endorsed a widening demand by 
liberal activists and elected officials to abolish 
the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment agency.

Sign-toting participants called for the end of  
the Trump administration’s “zero-tolerance” 
policy requiring criminal prosecution of  WILL BUCQUOY / FOR THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

North Coast lawmaker Rep. Jared Huffman addresses the crowd of marchers who gathered 
Saturday in Petaluma prior to joining the “Families Belong Together” march.

FAMILIES BELONG TOGETHER » RALLIES ACROSS NORTH COAST

Protesters join nationwide call to reunite families, dismantle ICE 
By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Curbs on status inquiries favored

Nearly two-thirds of  surveyed Sono-
ma County voters support legal curbs 
on local law enforcement that prevent 
officers from inquiring about immigra-
tion status when deciding to detain peo-
ple, according to new results from The 
Press Democrat Poll.

A slightly lower share of  those sur-
veyed — 60 percent — said they either 
supported a policy change that limits 

Sonoma County jail officials’ coopera-
tion with federal immigration agents or 
would want to see even less cooperation 
with federal authorities in immigration 
cases.

And 86 percent of  poll respondents 
said that Sonoma County’s Dreamers — 
young immigrants brought to the Unit-
ed States illegally as children — should 
be allowed to stay in the country. A sol-
id majority — 58 percent — said they 
should also be granted citizenship.

The results show Sonoma County’s 
electorate stands in strong support of  the 
sanctuary policies and laws in California 
that help safeguard undocumented 

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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PROTESTS 
NATIONWIDE
Marchers take 
to streets in 
mass resistance 
against Trump’s 
immigration 
policies / B1

PRESS DEMOCRAT POLL » 
Majority back DACA program,  
limited cooperation with feds

ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT, 2017

Protesters rally Sept. 10 in Petaluma against the 
repeal of the Delayed Action for Childhood Arrivals, 
aka DACA, program by the Trump administration.


