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Descendants strive
to preserve heritage

James Hodgkinson

Shooters’
families
keep on
suffering
Public outrage inflicted
on those whose relatives
commit vicious actions
By JULIE TURKEWITZ
NEW YORK TIMES
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AUTHOR’S LINEAGE: Chaney DeLaire relaxes at the desk of her great-grandfather, Jack London, right, at his Glen Ellen home. Delaire is the daughter of
Bart Abbott, whose mother was Joan London, Jack London’s daughter.

Relatives of London, Carrillo
and Vallejo live, work among
us in relative anonymity
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BELLEVILLE, Illinois — He
flung dishes at his wife, roared
at the television, erupted during
an outing at a local brewery. Suzanne Hodgkinson became so
concerned with her husband’s
growing anger that she wrote to
his doctor asking for help.
Now, the wife of the man who
opened fire on a congressional
baseball team in June wonders
what more she could have done.
“I get up every morning feeling guilty because I didn’t stop
it,” Hodgkinson said Wednesday
at her home in Belleville, where
the blinds are drawn tight and
photographs of her husband
adorn a living room wall. It was
her first sit-down interview with
a reporter since her husband,
James Thomas Hodgkinson,
attacked a Republican congressional baseball team practice in
Alexandria, Virginia, wounding Rep. Steve Scalise and three
other people before authorities
killed him. (Scalise remains
hospitalized in fair condition.)
Suzanne Hodgkinson continued, “I wake up with hot
sweats, thinking: ‘You should
have known. You should have
known.'”
To be the spouse, or the parent, or the child of someone
who commits a mass shooting
is to enter a strange club whose
members are envied by no one
and reviled by many. Rites of
passage include hate mail, death
threats and the vicious thoughts
that haunt them at night. That
they should have seen it coming. That they could have done
something. That they are alone.
And then there is the question of how to mourn. How to
dispose of a body that everyone
else wants to forget.
On Tuesday, Suzanne Hodgkinson, 65, received an email
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hey are among the most widely recognized
figures in Sonoma County history: author
Jack London, Santa Rosa founder Maria
Carrillo and Gen. Mariano Vallejo, once the most
powerful man in Mexican-controlled California.
They signify names attached to cities and
schools, or in London’s case to books known
around the world and a legend of adventure
swollen to near mythic proportion.
Everyone has ancestors, and therein interesting stories from the family tree. But most lack
someone famous in their roots.
Still, in Sonoma County, the chances are good
of rubbing elbows with the descendants of one of
these historical personages, because they live and
work among us, albeit it in relative anonymity.
Jack London’s great-granddaughter lives in a

modest home in Rincon Valley, roughly 10 miles
from the beloved Beauty Ranch in the Valley of
the Moon immortalized by London, where he
rode on horseback a little more than a century
ago and compared the air to wine, with rolling
hills of grapes, red with autumn flame.
Vallejo’s great-grandson lives in Sonoma, the
pueblo the Mexican general founded in 1835, the
oldest city in the county and where in his old age,
his vast land holdings virtually gone, the general
reflected on his youth of strength and riches.
And several generations of Carrillo progeny
live in Santa Rosa, not far from the crumbling
adobe that represents Santa Rosa’s first house
on the sprawling land grant that gave the city
TURN TO HISTORY » PAGE A12

INSIDE
■ Larry Carrillo, scion
of Maria Ygnacia Lopez de Carrillo, feels
a responsibility to
preserve his heritage.
■ Descendant of Gen.
Mariano Vallejo and
Agoston Haraszthy as
two-pronged legacy.
■ Great-granddaughter of “The Call of
the Wild” author
heeds family’s call
to activism.
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Counseled by industry,
EPA chief off to blazing start

STEPHEN CROWLEY / NEW YORK TIMES

EPA chief Scott Pruitt, second left, accepts a pen from President Donald
Trump, flanked by coal miners, after Trump signed an executive order
March 28 directing the EPA to begin rewriting the Clean Power Plan.
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WASHINGTON — In the four
months since he took office as
the Environmental Protection
Agency’s administrator, Scott
Pruitt has moved to undo, delay
or otherwise block more than
30 environmental rules, a regulatory rollback larger in
scope than any other over so
short a time in the agency’s
47-year history, according to experts in environmental law.
Pruitt’s supporters, including
President Donald Trump, have
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Oklahoma attorney general
who built a career out of suing
the agency he now leads, is moving effectively to dismantle the
regulations and international
agreements that stood as a cornerstone of President Barack
Obama’s legacy.
“Just the number of environmental rollbacks in this
time frame is astounding,” said
Richard Lazarus, a professor of
environmental law at Harvard.
“Pruitt has come in with a real
mission. He is much more orga-
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hailed his moves as an uprooting
of the administrative state and a
clearing of onerous regulations
that have stymied American
business. Environmental advocates have watched in horror as
Pruitt has worked to disable the
authority of the agency charged
with protecting the nation’s air,
water and public health.
But both sides agree: While
much of Trump’s policy agenda
is mired in legal and legislative
delays, hampered by poor execution and overshadowed by
the Russia investigations, the
EPA is acting. Pruitt, a former
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