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GLEN ELLEN RESORT BACK 
ON MARKET: Morton’s 
Warm Springs a popular 
destination for decades / B1

SUMMER FULL 
OF FUN FOR KIDS
Whether indoors or out, North Bay 
offers something for everyone TimeOut

KEEPING PETS SAFE ON 4TH
Fireworks no fun for dogs, cats Empire

A’S ON HOT STREAK
Kazmir shuts down Mariners Sports

Sonoma County next year will begin 
offering basic medical coverage to thou-
sands of  adult undocumented immi-
grants, a move aimed at providing health 
services to those who do not qualify for 
such coverage under President Barack 
Obama’s Affordable Care Act.

The new initiative represents another 
significant shift in medical coverage for 
the uninsured, coming in the wake of  
Obamacare and a state deal last month 

to offer health coverage to undocument-
ed children.    

The latest move comes in the form of  
a two-year pilot program offered by a 
35-county consortium that pools money 
to pay for health insurance for the indi-
gent. Sonoma County is one of  the larg-
est members of  the consortium, called 
the County Medical Services Program, 
or CMSP.

 It’s unclear exactly how many undoc-
umented immigrants could seek health 
coverage through the program. There 

Changing landscape for immigrants
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RURAL WATER RESTRICTIONS
State Water Resources Control Board rules restrict use of 
stream and well water in four Sonoma County watersheds:

 ■No watering lawns, washing driveways, sidewalks or 
vehicles, filling ponds and fountains; no use of fountains or 
water features that are not part of a recirculating system.

 ■No watering of lawns or landscaping that causes runoff 
onto adjacent property or non-irrigated areas or within 
48 hours after measurable rainfall.

 ■ Landscape watering limited to between 8 p.m. and 
8 a.m. two days a week.

 ■No limit on use of graywater for irrigation, washing 
vehicles and for use in ponds, fountains and other water 
features, except for limits on runoff or use within 48 hours 
after measurable rainfall.

UC takes 
fewer  

in-state  
students

LOS ANGELES — With the 
number of  University of  Cali-
fornia applicants at an all-time 
high, California residents faced 
slightly tougher odds in landing 
an acceptance to fall’s freshman 
classes, while students from oth-
er countries received somewhat 
more admissions offers than in 
the past, according to university 
statistics released Thursday.

About 60 percent of  the 103,117 
California applicants were of-
fered a freshman spot on at least 
one of  UC’s nine undergraduate 
campuses, down from nearly 
63  percent of  the 99,955  appli-
cants last year, the figures show.

University of  California offi-
cials say interest is so strong in 
UC that they expect the ranks of  
California students will remain 
the same as in the school year 
that just ended, even though 
the 61,834 admitted Californians 
were about 1,000 fewer than 
were accepted last year.

The UC system appears to 
be maintaining the promise 
of  President Janet Napolitano 
that the numbers of  students 
from other states and countries 
would not increase at UC Berke-
ley and UCLA, where their rap-
id rise in recent years to about 
30 percent of  the freshman class 
has triggered controversy.

However, several other cam-
puses such as Irvine, San Di-
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Californians’ chances of  
admission narrow slightly  
as international offers rise

HEALTH CARE: Sonoma County to offer 
coverage to adult undocumented migrants

ENFORCEMENT: Obama administration 
scales back deportations in policy shift

WASHINGTON — The Obama admin-
istration has begun a profound shift in 
its enforcement of  the nation’s immi-
gration laws, aiming to hasten the inte-
gration of  long-term illegal immigrants 
into society rather than targeting them 
for deportation, according to documents 
and federal officials.

In recent months, the Department of  
Homeland Security has taken steps to 
ensure that the majority of  America’s 

11.3  million undocumented immigrants 
can stay in this country, with agents 
narrowing enforcement efforts to three 
groups of  illegal migrants: convicted 
criminals, terrorism threats or those 
who recently crossed the border.

While public attention has been fo-
cused on the court fight over President 
Barack Obama’s highly publicized ex-
ecutive action on immigration, Home-
land Security has with little fanfare 
been training thousands of  immigration 
agents nationwide to carry out new pol-
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SHALLOW WATER: Grif Okie on Wednesday stands knee-deep in a pool in Mark West Creek north of Santa Rosa where he used to swim during the summer in 
water up to his armpits. Conservation measures aiming to boost the flow in four Sonoma County creeks and protect coho salmon take effect Monday.

Water rules to kick in

RURAL RESTRICTIONS

Rural Sonoma County residents 
are about to fall under state 
mandates to conserve water, 

largely through cutting back on out-
door irrigation, under an emergency 
measure aimed at protecting endan-
gered coho salmon.

The water limits, including prohibi-
tions on watering lawns and washing 
vehicles, initially will apply to the 
owners of  about 3,750 parcels who rely 
primarily on private wells in the “crit-
ical areas” of  four watersheds key to 
young coho salmon. The board has the 

option to expand the rules to all 13,000 
parcels in the watersheds.

Adopted by the state Water Re-
sources Control Board last month, the 
conservation measures are scheduled 
to take effect Monday amid concerns 
that the rules are flawed.

“Too little, too late,” said Grif  Okie, 
whose property straddles Mark West 
Creek north of  Santa Rosa.

The creek is “alarmingly low” and 
conserving water “is a good idea, of  
course,” Okie said. But after living on 
the creek for 15 years and watching 
vineyard plantings in the watershed, 
he contends the county, state and 

Residents in ‘critical areas’ of 4 Sonoma County watersheds 
face state-imposed conservation measures to help save coho salmon
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Cuba’s environmental concerns grow

HAVANA — Like many of  
his countrymen, Jorge Angulo 
hopes the United States will lift 
the decades-old economic em-
bargo against Cuba.

But Angulo, a senior marine 

scientist at the University of Ha-
vana, also is worried about the 
effects that a flood of American 
tourists and American dollars 
might have on this country’s pris-
tine coral reefs, mangrove forests, 
national parks and organic farms 
— environmental assets that are a 
source of pride here.

“Like anywhere else, money 
talks,” Angulo said. “That might 
be dangerous, because if  we go 
too much on that side, we lose 
what we have today.”

As relations between the U.S. 

and Cuba have warmed — the 
countries announced Wednesday 
that their embassies in Havana 
and Washington would reopen 
by July 20 for the first time in 
more than 50 years — and as the 
renewal of trade seems more of  
a possibility, the Cuban govern-
ment faces pivotal choices.

The country is in desperate 
need of  the economic benefits 
that a lifting of  the embargo 
would almost certainly bring. 
But the ban, combined with Cu-
ba’s brand of  controlled social-

ism, has also limited develop-
ment and tourism that in other 
countries, including many of  
Cuba’s Caribbean neighbors, 
have eroded beaches, destroyed 
forests, polluted rivers, dam-
aged coral reefs and wreaked 
other forms of  environmental 
havoc.

U.S. corporations are poised 
to rush into a country only 
90 miles from Florida’s shores.

In March, a delegation from 
the U.S. Agriculture Coalition 
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Prospect of US presence 
leaves government facing 

key choices on development 

By ERICA GOODE
NEW YORK TIMES


