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Firefighters monitor a back burn on Knoxville Berryessa Road on Monday in Lake County on the massive County fire.

Fire tops 60,000 acres
WILDFIRES » As blazes spread in Yolo, Lake and Napa counties, 
sight of their distant flames and smoke put North Bay on edge

Prison 
for man 
who hit 
cyclists 

A Novato man who fled after 
his pickup plowed into four bi-
cyclists west of  Petaluma last 
October was sentenced to three 
years in state prison by a Marin 
County judge on Monday.

The sentence was the max-
imum possible for Aaron Mi-
chael Paff, 22, who pleaded 
guilty to two felony hit-and-run 
charges as part of  a plea deal, 
Marin County Deputy District 
Attorney Aicha Mievis said af-
ter the sentencing hearing.

Paff, who graduated from 
Casa Grande High School in 
Petaluma, kept his head down 
and eyes fixed on his hands as 
one of  the four men he injured, 
Spencer Fast of  Mill Valley, de-
scribed the aftermath of  the col-
lision in court. 

“By all accounts, I’m lucky to 
be alive,” Fast told the judge. He 
said he underwent three surger-
ies in the days after the crash, in 
which he broke several ribs, suf-
fered brain injuries and almost 
lost an eye.

He described dozens of  doc-
tor’s appointments and said a 
long, red scar running down his 
forehead serves as a reminder 
of  the collision.

“The damage is there every 
day,” he said. “I’m grateful for 
the support behind me.”

One other victim, Robert Gri-
er of  Danville, also attended the 
hearing but did not address the 
court.

The other two injured men, 
Oliver Colvin of  Larkspur and 
Danville resident Joseph Olla, 
were not present Monday, Grier 
said. 

The incident played out early 
Oct. 7 as all four men participat-

The wildland fire that started 
last weekend in Yolo County has 
exploded into the largest blaze 
of  the season and served as an 
early signal that a region trau-
matized by October’s deadly 
fires will spend the next sever-
al months warily watching the 
skies.

Officially called the County 
fire, the blaze near the town of  
Guinda on rural Highway 16 has 
now consumed 60,000 acres af-
ter spreading into Napa County. 
Virtually unchecked, it swelled 

by about 27,500 acres in a 24-
hour period that ended Monday 
evening.

Falling ash and the sight and 
smell of  smoke from that confla-
gration, as well as from the Paw-
nee fire in Lake County, have 
triggered a surge of  calls and 
social media messages to the 
region’s fire departments, with 
residents anxious to make sure 
the flames aren’t drawing closer.

“Particularly in light of  what 
we went through in October, 
people are very nervous and 
very edgy, and rightfully so,” 
said Cyndi Foreman, spokes-

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump’s search for a Supreme 
Court nominee reached the inter-
view stage Monday as he announced 
that he has spoken to at least four 

contenders, while remaining coy 
about his shortlist for a successor to 
retiring Justice Anthony Kennedy.

“I had a very, very interesting 
morning,” Trump told reporters in 
the Oval Office as he greeted visiting 
Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte. 
He described the candidates as “out-
standing people” but did not name 

them, and added that he expects to 
meet soon with two or three more 
prospects.

Trump’s remarks — coming one 
week before his own July 9 deadline 
for a decision — stirred an already 
intense political standoff over the 
future of  the high court, with the 
White House setting up a war room 
Monday to focus on the confirmation 
process and top Democrats attacking 
potential nominees.

Trump met Monday with four fed-

eral appeals court judges: Brett Ka-
vanaugh, Amy Coney Barrett, Amul 
Thapar and Raymond Kethledge, ac-
cording to three people briefed on the 
meetings who spoke on the condition 
of  anonymity because they were not 
authorized to speak publicly.

Another judge on Trump’s short-
list is federal appeals court Judge 
Thomas Hardiman, according to 
White House aides and senior Re-

President discloses he has interviewed ‘outstanding people’ 
in search for replacement for retiring justice Kennedy
By ROBERT COSTA, JOSH DAWSEY 
AND FELICIA SONMEZ
WASHINGTON POST
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driver who injured 4 
and left scene in 2017
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The County fire burns along a ridge in Napa County.

Donald
Trump
President has 
several possible 
court nominees

ONLINE: See a gallery of photos and continued coverage of the County and Pawnee fires at pressdemocrat.com.

13 found alive in Thailand cave

MAE SAI, Thailand — The scrawny 
boys were huddled on the floor of  the 
cave when the British divers emerged 
from the murky water.

As his light flickered from one boy 

to another, one diver called out, “How 
many of  you?”

“Thirteen,” a boy answered.
“Brilliant,” the diver said.
After 10 days trapped in a flooded 

cave complex in northern Thailand, 
and after an enormous search effort 
that had transfixed Thailand, the 
missing 12 boys and their soccer coach 
had finally been found in Tham Luang 
Cave on Monday.

In a brief  video filmed by another 
diver, which was posted on the Thai 
navy seal Facebook page, the boys 

and their coach seemed in surprising-
ly good condition. Some boys sat and 
some stood as they spoke with rescu-
ers.

Food was foremost on their minds. 
“Eat, eat, eat,” one of  the boys can be 
heard saying in English.

The group had been the focus of  
a search-and-rescue operation ever 
since the boys and their coach went 
into the popular cave complex after 
soccer practice on June 23 and were 
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Family members react after hearing the news that 
the missing 12 boys and their soccer coach have been 
found Monday in Mae Sai, Thailand.

Rescue divers locate boys 
soccer team and coach, but 
getting them out no easy task
BY MUKTITA SUHARTONO 
AND RICHARD C. PADDOCK
NEW YORK TIMES
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