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The iconic World War I recruiting
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created by illustrator James
Montgomery Flagg.
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Researchers locate modern
descendants of 18th-century
NY butcher Samuel Wilson
By SAM ROBERTS
NEW YORK TI ME S

In parades across the country
today, lanky men on stilts sporting red-and-white striped pants,
star-spangled top hats and gray
goatees will pretend to be Uncle
Sam. In Conway, Ark., James
Black would perform that role
after he retired as a cattle hauler and bus driver until he died in
2009 at 76.
But nobody there ever asked
Helen Hauptmann Painter’s two
sons to play the part of America’s folkloric icon. Which was
an oversight because Trey and
Benjamin Luke Hauptmann are
direct descendants of Samuel
Wilson, the upstate New York
butcher known locally as Uncle
Sam and considered the inspiration for the national symbol.
Two centuries ago, in Troy,
N.Y., Wilson stamped the meat
he delivered to nearby U.S.
troops poised to invade Canada
during the War of 1812 with the
initials “U.S.” — earning him a
permanent spot in the nation’s
iconography.
While preceded as national
symbols by John Bull in Britain
and Marianne in France, Uncle
Sam — thanks to Thomas Nast,
James Montgomery Flagg and
the professional and amateur
caricaturists who followed them
— became more conspicuous as
the personification of what people everywhere came to respect
and despise about the United
States.
The status of Wilson’s descendants comes via MyHeritage.
com, a genealogy research site
based in Israel.
“We just thought with July
Fourth around the corner, we
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T

oday is Independence
Day, but Sebastopol,
Windsor, Monte Rio
and Bodega Bay got the party
started early with fireworks
displays on Friday night.
Above, spectators watch the
Fireworks and Music Extravaganza at Sebastopol’s Analy
High School. At left, Uncle Sam
leads the parade of flags earlier
Friday at the high school.
For a gallery of photos from
the Sebastopol event, visit
pressdemocrat.com.
For a list of public Fourth of
July celebrations happening
today in Sonoma County, turn
to Page B3.

WASHINGTON — Health
insurance companies around
the country are seeking rate
increases of 20 to 40 percent or
more, saying their new customers under the Affordable Care
Act turned out to be sicker than
expected. Federal officials say
they are determined to see that
the requests are scaled back.
Blue Cross and Blue Shield
plans — market leaders in many
states — are seeking rate increases that average 23 percent
in Illinois, 25 percent in North
Carolina, 31 percent in Oklahoma, 36 percent in Tennessee and
54 percent in Minnesota, according to documents posted online
by the federal government and
state insurance commissioners
and interviews with insurance
executives.
The Oregon insurance commissioner, Laura Cali, has approved 2016 rate increases for
companies that cover more than
220,000 people. Moda Health
Plan, which has the largest enrollment in the state, received
a 25 percent increase, and the
second-largest plan, LifeWise,
received a 33 percent increase.
Jesse Ellis O’Brien, a health
advocate at the Oregon State
Public Interest Research Group,
said: “Rate increases will be bigger in 2016 than they have been
for years and years and will have
a profound effect on consumers
here. Some may start wondering
if insurance is affordable or if
it’s worth the money.”
President Barack Obama, on a
trip to Tennessee this week, said
consumers should put pressure
on state insurance regulators
to scrutinize the proposed rate
increases. If commissioners do
their job and actively review
rates, he said, “my expectation
is that they’ll come in significantly lower than what’s being
requested.”
The rate requests, from some
of the more popular health
plans, suggest that insurance
markets are still adjusting to
shock waves set off by the Affordable Care Act.
It is far from certain how
many of the rate increases will
hold up on review, or how much
they might change. But already
the proposals, buttressed with
reams of actuarial data, are fueling fierce debate about the effectiveness of the health law.
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Nordstrom Rack to open at SR’s Coddingtown Mall
Long-rumored deal has
first official confirmation at
city design board meeting
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMO C RAT

After years of anticipation,
high-end retailer Nordstrom is
finally coming to Santa Rosa,
planning to open a discount
Nordstrom Rack at Coddingtown Mall next year.
The deal, revealed publicly
for the first time at a city Design Review Board meeting
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Thursday, calls for the retailer
to open in a new 31,000-squarefoot building to be constructed
just north of Macy’s.
“The Coddingtown Mall
partners are thrilled that
Nordstrom Rack is coming to
Coddingtown,” said Kirstie
Moore, spokeswoman for Codding Enterprises, which developed the ’60s-era mall and now
owns it with partner Simon
Properties. “This has been a
long time coming for us. This
is a key piece of the mall’s ongoing redevelopment.”
Seattle-based
Nordstrom
has 301 stores in 38 states, in-
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cluding 116 full department
stores and 178 Nordstrom
Rack stores, which sell upscale clothing, footwear, jewelery and homewares at a 30 to
70 percent discount.
“Nordstrom has things you
can’t get anywhere in Santa
Rosa,” said Tamara Anderson
as she shopped Friday afternoon at Coddingtown. “It’s
great news.”
Another shopper, Cathy
Goodwin, said she always enjoyed shopping at Gottschalks,
the department store that
closed in 2009 after it filed for
TURN TO NORDSTROM, PAGE A7

Hoshide Wanzer Architects

Coddingtown Mall in Santa Rosa has struck a deal to build a Nordstrom
Rack store in the mall’s northeast corner. The mall has submitted plans,
shown here in an artist’s rendering, to the city.
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