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Fractured fire agencies seek plan
SONOMA COUNTY » Chiefs hold workshop to study
consolidating districts, improving services
By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Officials from three fire agencies surrounding Santa Rosa
who envision becoming a single
firefighting agency were among
scores of fire officials who met
Saturday to hammer out a vi-

sion for improving Sonoma
County’s complex and uneven
firefighting delivery service.
There is a fall deadline from
Sonoma County supervisors to
come up with a long-range plan
streamlining the county’s nearly 40 fire agencies.
Saturday marked a high point

Alcohol
health
claims
face test

in cooperation and planning for
the historically fractured fire
services community as more
than 75 fire officials worked in
regional groups to tackle the
thorny questions of filling gaps
in coverage, lengthy response
times in some rural areas, relocating fire stations, replacing
aging engines, sharing volunteers and equipment, and calculating how much new staffing is
needed.

Progress was incremental
and chiefs acknowledged the
process has a long way to go.
The workshop was the latest
part of a three-year effort by
the county to improve fire services, as fire officials have clamored for help for agencies facing
severe financial and staffing
struggles.
Fire officials have asked suTURN TO FIRE » PAGE A2
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$100M industry-funded
study will gauge effects
of drinking on health
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Reports
of hate
crimes
on rise

State says blacks, Jews,
gay men are among
most frequent targets

By RONI CARYN RABIN

By DON THOMPSON

NEW YORK TIMES

It may be the most palatable
advice you will ever get from a
doctor: Have a glass of wine, a
beer or a cocktail every day, and
you just might prevent a heart
attack and live longer.
But the mantra that moderate
drinking is good for the heart
has never been put to a rigorous
scientific test, and new research
has linked even modest alcohol
consumption to increases in
breast cancer and changes in
the brain.
That has not stopped the alcoholic beverage industry from
promoting the alcohol-is-goodfor-you message by supporting
scientific meetings and nurturing budding researchers in the
field.
Now the National Institutes of
Health is starting a $100 million
clinical trial to test for the first
time whether a drink a day really does prevent heart attacks.
And guess who is picking up
most of the tab?
Five companies that are
among the world’s largest alcoholic beverage manufacturers — Anheuser-Busch InBev,
Heineken, Diageo, Pernod Ricard and Carlsberg — have so
far pledged $67.7 million to a
foundation that raises money
for the National Institutes of
Health, said Margaret Murray,
the director of the Global Alcohol Research Program at the
National Institute on Alcohol
Abuse and Alcoholism, which
will oversee the study.
The decision to let the alcohol industry pay the bulk of the
cost has raised concern among
researchers who track influence-peddling in science.
“Research shows that industry-sponsored research almost
invariably favors the interests
of the industry sponsor, even
when investigators believe they
are immune from such influ-
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lluminating the night sky with a shower of light and a huge explosion, the Windsor Kaboom
fireworks show ushered in the July 4 holiday. The day celebrates the 241st anniversary of the
adoption of the Declaration of Independence, when the Continental Congress declared the 13
American colonies were no longer part of the British Empire. Sebastopol also celebrated the holiday Monday. For information on what will be open or closed today and where firework shows will
take place tonight, turn to Page A5.
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SACRAMENTO — The number of hate crimes in California
increased about 11 percent last
year, the second consecutive
double-digit increase, but the
overall number still was a third
lower total than a decade ago,
the state’s attorney general reported Monday.
Blacks, Jews and gay men
were among the most frequent
targets.
There were 931 such crimes
reported statewide, nearly 100
more than in 2015. That equated
to about one for every 42,000 Californians.
By comparison, there were
1,426 hate crimes reported in
2007, when the state had about
3 million fewer people than the
more than 39 million in 2016.
More than half the crimes reported last year were based on
the victim’s race or ethnicity.
Hate crimes involving a victim’s sexual orientation increased about 10 percent, to 207
last year, with about three-quarters of those targeting gay men.
Less than 20 percent were because of the victim’s religion,
and the number declined last
year. Jews, not Muslims, were
the most common targets even
amid heated rhetoric by Donald
Trump during the presidential
campaign regarding potential
terror threats from Muslims.
There are no statewide statistics on hate crimes in California
since Trump took office in January.
It’s the first back-to-back increase in hate crimes reported
in California since 1996, though
the number is less than half the
spike that occurred in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks of
September 2001, when Jews also
TURN TO HATE CRIMES » PAGE A2
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When Poland sent US a giant birthday card
By MICHAEL E. RUANE
WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — On Oct. 14,
1926, a distinguished citizen
of Poland named Leopold Kotnowski came to the White House
with a greeting card for the
United States’ 150th birthday.
It was a little late — the Sesquicentennial’s Fourth of July
was months in the past — but it
had taken a while to gather the
signatures: 5.5 million of them.
Plus, there was the elegant,
gilded artwork, the photo-

The title page
of the first
volume of
the Polish
Declarations
of Admiration
and Friendship
for the United
States.

graphs, the poems, the pressed
flowers, the salutes from the
cycling clubs, skating clubs,
banks, schoolchildren, medical
and rowing societies, lute singers, journalists and the army.
The good wishes came on
30,000 pages, in 111 bound volumes compiled by the people of
Poland, newly independent following World War I, who wanted
to express their affection for the
United States.
The Library of Congress,
TURN TO POLAND » PAGE A2
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Tesla begins production
on sedan, which could go
for as low as $27,500 with
federal tax credit / A10
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