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FROM PITCHING TO PUTTING: Ex-Athletic 
Mulder reinvents himself as golfer at American 
Century Championship, Barber says / C1
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SKATER DADS RIDE 
AFTER DARK »  
Enthusiasts catch 
air on SR curbs 
with like-minded 
friends at night 
in 1030 Club.  D1

MARKING JULY 4  
IN KENWOOD »  
Crowd turns out 
for community’s 
annual parade, 
honoring crews 
after wildfires. A3

Drawn To Recovery

Like thousands of  other Sonoma 
County residents, Susan Corne-
lis last fall made a pilgrimage to 

Coffey Park to see firsthand what the 
Tubbs fire had wrought.

But she brought along a sketch pad 
and paintbrush.

Cornelis belongs to a 
small group of  artists 
using pen and water-
colors to regularly 
capture scenes of  the 
destruction and recov-
ery of  the northwest 
Santa Rosa neighbor-
hood, as well as other 
Sonoma County areas struck by the 
worst wildfires in state history.

The Sebastopol-area artist typical-
ly spends no more than an hour on 
each sketch, whether of  melted cars 
or, more recently, framers building 
the walls of  new homes. She posts her 
art on social media, often with tales 
of  those she encountered during her 
sketching.

The artwork, sometimes referred 
to as reportage illustration or urban 

sketching, presents images that are 
both similar and strikingly different 
from a photograph. Interest in such 
art is growing, with more than 200 
Urban Sketchers chapters in more than 
50 countries around the world, includ-
ing one in the North Bay.

“I think it gets back to storytelling,” 
said Cornelis, 68, a former licensed 
social worker who holds sketching 

workshops. “But 
we’re doing it with a 
picture.”

The artists were 
drawn to the fire 
response and recovery 
images shortly after 
the October wildfires 
killed 24 residents 

and destroyed nearly 5,300 homes 
in Sonoma County. The Tubbs fire 
claimed four residents and more than 
1,200 homes in Coffey Park.

In the aftermath, Cornelis and fellow 
artist Carole Flaherty began sketching 
firefighters temporarily staying at the 
Alliance Redwoods Conference Grounds 
near Occidental, as well as scenes from 
the emergency operations center at the 
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Susan Cornelis, left, and Bettina Armstrong, whose artwork is sometimes referred to as urban sketching, chat while taking a break Thursday from 
working on watercolors of the construction underway on Brandee Lane in Santa Rosa, which Armstrong painted, top right. 

SUSAN CORNELIS BETTINA ARMSTRONG

Artists Susan Cornelis and Bettina Armstrong are part of a small collective using pens and watercolors to capture scenes of the destruction and 
recovery in Santa Rosa’s Coffey Park neighborhood and other Sonoma County areas burned by October wildfires.

CAROLE FLAHERTY

Carole Flaherty, a Sebastopol apple farmer and artist, 
began sketching scenes in Coffey Park with Cornelis 
in the aftemath of October’s Tubbs fire.
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COFFEY PARK CHRONICLES » County artists using sketch pads, 
paintbrushes to document fire-scarred neighborhoods 

ABOUT THE SERIES
As part of an ongoing series, The 
Press Democrat is following the resi-
dents and recovery of Coffey Park, the 
Santa Rosa neighborhood destroyed 
by the Tubbs fire. Read all of the  
stories online at pressdemocrat.com

Trump 
softens 
rhetoric  
on Kim 

WASHINGTON — When the 
North Koreans were shooting 
off missile tests and detonat-
ing new, more powerful atom-
ic bombs last year, President 
Donald Trump responded with 
threats of  “fire and fury” and 
ordered the military to come 
up with new, if  highly risky, 
pre-emptive strike options.

But since the one-day summit 
meeting last month in Singa-
pore, Trump has done an about-
face, while the North’s nuclear 
program has continued. “Many 
good conversations with North 
Korea-it is going well!” he wrote 
Tuesday morning on Twitter.

Even the recent revelations of  
seemingly modest North Korean 
progress on missile technology 
and the production of  nuclear 
fuel — including continued work 
on a new nuclear reactor that 
can produce plutonium — have 
not dimmed Trump’s enthusi-
asm. He argues that they mean 

Border town 
in Texas at 
center of fight

MCALLEN, Texas — Maria's 
Restaurant offers Pollo en Mole 
for $8.25 and patriotic red, white 
and blue peanut M&Ms for a 
quarter in a gumball machine 
near the front door. The menu 
in this family restaurant, about 
seven miles from the U.S.-
Mexico border, is a reflection of  
the blended community it has 
served for 41 years. But now 
this town built on immigration 
has become ground zero for the 
nation's nastiest political battle 
in the angry summer of  2018.

“This is a border culture, so 
these people are not monsters 
to us,” said Carolina Garza, 31, 
a third-generation Mexican-
American whose family runs 
Maria's.

She was talking about the 
masses of  Central American 
immigrants flowing across the 

ANALYSIS » Turning 
optimism into concrete 
deal now Pompeo’s task
By DAVID E. SANGER
NEW YORK TIMES
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