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Dealmaking may exclude US
G-20 SUMMIT » Germany, Japan, others discussing new
free-trade pacts in push against Trump’s tariff threats
By DAMIAN PALETTA
AND ANA SWANSON
WASHINGTON POST

In a pointed challenge to President
Donald Trump’s “America First”
agenda, leaders of the world’s biggest economies this week are touting

an approach that breaks with the
past 20 years of global trade — sidestep the United States entirely.
In the days leading up to this
week’s G-20 summit in Hamburg,
leaders from Germany, Japan and
elsewhere are discussing new freetrade agreements that exclude U.S.

automakers and manufacturers.
Their leaders are vigorously pushing back against Trump’s threat of
new U.S. tariffs or regulations on imported steel. And many are making
public comments that affirm their
commitment to fashion pacts with or
without the United States.
German
Chancellor
Angela
Merkel, who faces elections in September in a country where Trump is
deeply unpopular, has been among

the most outspoken and is expected
to push Trump this weekend over
his trade threats and his recent decision to withdraw from the 2016 Paris climate agreement that aimed to
curb greenhouse gas emissions.
“Those who think that the problems of this world can be solved
with isolationism or protectionism
are terribly wrong,” Merkel told the
TURN TO G-20 » PAGE A8
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OPENING DAY » A CANNABIS FIRST

Medical pot growers
coming into the light

Actions include missile
maneuver with South,
push for UN sanctions
By RICK GLADSTONE
AND CHOE SANG-HUN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Karen Kohley of Flora Cal Farms, right, gets a congratulatory greeting Wednesday from Tawnie Logan, chairwoman of the Sonoma County Growers Alliance, after Kohley completed her application for a permit for her marijuana business at the county’s permit office in Santa Rosa.

About 30 people submit applications for business permits with county
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

K

aren Kohley took an important step
Wednesday toward bringing her
Sonoma County medical marijuana
growing operation out of the shadows by
becoming the first to apply for a county
business permit.
On the opening day paperwork was
accepted, Kohley, who owns Flora Cal
Farms, walked into the county’s Permit

and Resource Management Department,
handed over a packet describing her
22,000-square-foot warehouse and wrote
out a check for $4,500.
If her application passes muster in the
coming months, Kohley and her husband
will be legal in the eyes of the county and
eligible for a state license when those
become available Jan. 1.
“It feels really amazing,” said the longtime cannabis grower, who paid a friend
to camp overnight in line in anticipation

of a rush that never materialized. “We’re
excited to build out our vision.”
Kohley was among about 30 people
seeking a permit under the county’s cannabis ordinance adopted in December, two
months after California voters legalized
marijuana for recreational use.
The ordinance sets requirements for
cultivators, manufacturers, distributors,
transporters, testing facilities, dispensaTURN TO CANNABIS » PAGE A2

UNITED NATIONS — The
United States toughened its
military pressure and invective
against nuclear-armed North
Korea on Wednesday, conducting a missile maneuver with
South Korea, hinting of a possible return to war with the North
and proposing wider U.N. sanctions against “any country that
does business with this outlaw
regime.”
The U.S. actions came a day
after North Korea conducted a
successful test of an intercontinental ballistic missile that appeared capable of hitting Alaska
and Hawaii and was described
by the United States as a “dangerous escalation” in what has
become a crisis for the Trump
administration.
Claiming the test had been
timed to America’s July 4 holiday, North Korea’s leader, Kim
Jong Un, described the missile
as a “gift package” to the United
States.
The proposal for broader
sanctions appeared aimed especially at China, North Korea’s most important trading
partner. It was part of a vocal
public effort by the Trump administration to push President
Xi Jinping of China by linking
improved U.S.-Chinese trade relations to solving the North Korea problem — and threatening
worse trade relations if China
does not help more.
“There are countries that are
allowing, even encouraging,
trade with North Korea,” the
U.S. ambassador to the United
Nations, Nikki Haley, told the
TURN TO KOREA » PAGE A2
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VOLVO’S BIG SHIFT:

Shelters busy with pyrotechnic-spooked pups
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Hours before the hail and
boom of fireworks started Tuesday, Mickey Zeldes gave her
dog a sedative and wrapped the
6-year-old golden retriever in a
snug vest to ward off the canine
panic attack she knew was coming.
Sure enough, Brandy got the
shakes and started panting and
pacing as fireworks and firecrackers went off in Petaluma to

This male Shih
Tzu mix was
brought into
the Sonoma
County Animal
Shelter on
Wednesday
afternoon.

mark the Fourth of July.
While many humans revel
in the holiday cacophony, their
best friends tend to experience
it as the apocalypse, said Zeldes,
supervisor of Rohnert Park’s
animal shelter.
“Dogs don’t like loud noises,”
she said. “For them, the world is
ending.”
Around Sonoma County,
many dogs howled and cowered
as their sensitive auditory sysTURN TO DOGS » PAGE A2
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