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Sheriff set to retire by August
SONOMA COUNTY » Freitas, a 32-year law enforcement
veteran, says health concerns forcing him to step down
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Steve
Freitas

Sonoma County Sheriff Steve Freitas announced Thursday he will retire
by next month, saying health concerns are forcing him to step down
earlier than planned from his post

leading the county’s largest law enforcement agency.
The announcement comes about
four months after Freitas, 54, said
he would not seek a third term next
year as sheriff, opening up a race for
the office that has grown to include at
least six candidates, a stark contrast

with the past two decades of uncontested elections for sheriff in Sonoma
County.
Freitas, a 32-year law enforcement
veteran, said he recommended Assistant Sheriff Rob Giordano take
his post on an interim basis after he
retires Aug. 1. The Board of Supervisors, which indicated it supported
Giordano’s interim role, will name a
formal replacement to serve out the
remainder of Freitas’ term, which

ends in early January 2019.
“The timing is beyond my control, and I’m doing what’s best for
my family and my health,” Freitas
said Thursday in an interview. He
declined to elaborate on the issues affecting his health but said they were
not work related. In March, he said he
planned to serve out his second term,
but he said Thursday that his health
TURN TO SHERIFF » PAGE A2

HEALDSBURG » DRY CREEK GENERAL STORE

Storied spigots go dry

President Donald Trump

POLAND

Trump
delivers
a stark
speech
Nationalistic, populist
themes foil European
optimism at G-20
BY ABBY PHILLIP
AND JOHN WAGNER
WASHINGTON POST
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Ryan and Bob Ashworth of Alameda take in a quiet lunch Thursday at the Dry Creek General Store in Healdsburg.

After alcohol
license is
suspended,
landmark faces
hurdles to sell
wine, beer

By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

he Dry Creek General Store, a rustic landmark northwest of Healdsburg that’s been
around since 1881, at one time ran a bootlegging operation in the cellar and even managed to
stay in operation during Prohibition.
But at the moment, the spigots have been
turned off indefinitely and the wine bottles are
gone. Not a drop of alcohol can be found inside
the Old West style bar or the adjoining deli and
general store, now owned by members of the

famous Gallo wine dynasty.
The business, a popular crossroad on Dry
Creek Road where vineyard workers, cyclists,
bikers, wine tourists in limos and locals both regular and well-heeled all rub elbows, briefly had its
alcohol license suspended earlier this year for two
violations. That action by the state Department
of Alcoholic Beverage Control set off a chain of
events that has created a bureaucratic maze and
kept the place from resuming its wine and beer
sales.
TURN TO DRY CREEK » PAGE A2

Tesla stirs hype for future with Model 3
With launch of new vehicle,
greener transportation is
becoming more accessible
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Santa Rosa businessman Wayne
O’Connor owns a 1966 Corvette Stingray, an American classic, and his everyday wheels are a Mini Cooper, also considered a pretty sweet ride.
But O’Connor can’t wait to wrap his
hands around the wheel of a Tesla Model 3, the latest iteration of battery-pow-

ered transportation from Elon Musk,
the billionaire inventor-entrepreneur.
“It’s exciting. It’s the future,” O’Connor said. “It’s pretty cool.”
Model 3, a sleek sedan that begins
production today at Tesla’s factory in
Fremont, is widely hailed as the breakthrough machine that brings electric
automobiles within the budget of ordinary folks, absent the “range anxiety”
often associated with cars that stop
when the battery is spent.
With a $35,000 base price and 215-mile
range, Model 3 hits the so-called “sweet
TURN TO TESLA » PAGE A2

HAMBURG, Germany — President Donald Trump brought
a starkly populist and nationalistic message to Europe on
Thursday, characterizing Western civilization as under siege
and putting the United States
on a potential
collision course
INSIDE
with European
and Asian pow- German security
ers that em- forces clash with
brace a more protesters on eve
cooperative ap- of the Group of 20
proach to the summit / A8
world.
Speaking in Warsaw ahead
of his arrival to Germany for a
contentious Group of 20 summit, Trump delivered an address that was both provocative
and short on specifics — arguing
that Western values are increasingly imperiled by “radical Islamic terrorism” and extremism
and casting himself as a champion in a vaguely defined clash of
cultures.
“The fundamental question
of our time is whether the West
TURN TO TRUMP » PAGE A8
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A Tesla car recharges July 3 in North Carolina.

INSIDE Tesla loses No. 1 valuable automaker spot to GM / B8
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LAKE COUNTY OPEN HOUSE EXTRAVAGANZA
Saturday, July 8, 2017 • 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

For directions and a full list of available homes, go to:
WWW.LAKECOUNTYOPENHOUSES.COM

