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Trump’s eccentric diplomacy vexes allies

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump will land in Eu-
rope next week amid fears that 
he will blow up a key summit 
focused on Europe’s defense 
and then offer concessions to 
NATO’s main adversary in Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin.
The allies’ worries and Moscow 
hopes are rooted in Trump’s 
combative approach to foreign 
policy. In recent days, Trump 
has told senior aides that he 

wants to slash U.S. spending on 
Europe’s defense if  the allies are 
unwilling to contribute more to 
NATO, a senior administration 
official said.

The private comments reflect 
a president who has shown little 
interest in the long history that 
undergirds America’s alliances 
or the collective foreign policy 
expertise of  the U.S. government, 
according to current and former 
U.S. and European officials.

Instead, he relies on his in-
stincts and his ability to forge a 
personal bond with world lead-
ers. White House officials tout 
the president’s willingness to 
question long-held assumptions 
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President Donald Trump, left, speaks with President Vladimir Putin of 
Russia during the G20 Summit in Hamburg, Germany. Despite imposing 
tough sanctions on Moscow and more, Trump has avoided criticizing Putin.

Consumer 
risks in 
US-China 
trade war

WASHINGTON — The trade 
war that erupted Friday between 
the U.S. and China carries a ma-
jor risk of  escalation that could 
weaken investment, depress 
spending, unsettle financial mar-
kets and slow the global economy.

The opening shots were fired 
just after midnight, when the 
Trump administration imposed 
a 25 percent tariff on $34 billion 
of  imports from China, and Bei-
jing promptly retaliated with 
duties on an equal amount of  
American products. It accused 
the U.S. of  igniting “the biggest 
trade war in economic history.”

Because of  this first round of  
hostilities, American business-
es and, ultimately, consumers 
could end up paying more for 
such Chinese-made products 
as construction equipment and 
other machinery. And Ameri-
can suppliers of  soybeans, pork 
and whiskey could lose their 
competitive edge in China.

These initial tariffs are unlike-
ly to inflict serious harm to the 
world’s two biggest economies. 
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Ahead of summits, some 
say approach weakening  
post-World War II order
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GLOBAL ECONOMY

Homelessness swells 
in county after fires

2018 POINT-IN-TIME 
HOMELESS CENSUS
The 100-page homeless census report 
will be presented Tuesday to the 
Sonoma County Board of Supervi-
sors. Here are some of its highlights.

2,996 homeless individuals 
counted, up 6 percent from 2017

5% cited October wildfires as  
the primary cause of homelessness

64% sleeping on the streets

36% sleeping in shelters

1,157 homeless women,  
up 35 percent from 2017

409 homeless adults  
aged 55 and older

207 homeless veterans,  
down 2 percent from 2017
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A group of homeless people gathers outside a closed hardware store Friday on Sebastopol Avenue in Santa Rosa. A 100-page homeless report to 
be released to the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors has found that the homeless population has increased for the first time since 2011.

Spanish 
music 
ignites 
conflict

Ivette Celedon and her family 
were gathered Wednesday for 
a Fourth of  July celebration at 
her father-in-law’s east Petalu-
ma home, where they planned 
to watch the fireworks display 
at the nearby fairgrounds and 
relax to some music. But it was 
that very music that brought an 
unfriendly knock on the door.

A bearded white man in 
shorts, an 
American 
flag T-shirt 
and a 
American 
flag ban-
dana tied 
around his head was standing in 
the doorway, and he erupted in 
an angry tirade — using multi-
ple obscenities — about the fam-
ily’s Spanish-language music.

“You want to do that on the 
Fourth of  July? You want to go 
in my country …” he said, trail-
ing off.

The confrontation, recorded 
on a cellphone by Celedon, 30, 
a third-generation Mexican-
American, is part of  a 51-second 
video she posted publicly to 
Facebook on Wednesday night. 
By Friday evening it had more 
than 1 million views.

“I never imagined it would go 
as big as it has,” Celedon said. 
The confrontation unsettled 

October’s devastating wildfires helped 
swell Sonoma County’s homeless 
population for the first time since 2011, 

raising the count by 6 percent, or 161 people, 
according to the annual point-in-time census 
released Friday.

The Feb. 23 street-level survey found a total 
of  2,996 people experiencing homelessness 
around the county, compared with 2,835 a year 
earlier — before the North Bay fires destroyed 
nearly 5,300 homes countywide.

Five percent of  the people contacted report-
ed that fires were the primary cause of  their 
homelessness. 

County service providers fear those individ-
uals are merely the first wave in a dramatical-
ly increasing rate of  homelessness because of  
fire-related losses, as people of  varying means 
exhaust their financial and social resources in 
the firestorm’s wake.

The Sonoma County Community Develop-
ment Commission, whose mission includes 
promoting safe, affordable housing, will ask 

county supervisors on Tuesday to declare a 
homeless state of  emergency based on the 
dire forecast, said Felicity Gasser, the commis-
sion’s policy and community liaison.

That step would enable the county to apply 
for state and federal homeless emergency aid, 
she said. 

“We didn’t see that immediate move of  peo-
ple into shelters or out onto the streets (after 
the fires), but four months after, we did,” Gas-
ser said. “We are really anticipating that it will 
continue. We believe that people will be using 
up their resources, that that wave is going to 
continue for the next 24 months.”

Gasser and Jennielynn Holmes, director 
of  shelter and housing for Catholic Charities 
of  Santa Rosa, the county’s largest homeless 
services provider, said their expectations are 
based in large part on fallout in the region 
from the 2008 economic recession and housing 
crisis that swept the nation.

Many of  those in Sonoma County who were 
affected held their own for a period of  time, 
until they spent their savings and used up 
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Experts predict more will soon exhaust their resources, end up on streets   
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