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Ex-sergeant under 
cloud for road stops

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

MARIJUANA SEIZED: Hue Freeman, 60, prunes plants on his state-licensed cannabis farm near the Alexander Valley. Freeman claims Brendon Tatum, a former sergeant 
with the Rohnert Park Police Department, wrongly seized 47 pounds of cannabis from him during a traffic stop south of Cloverdale in 2016.

Over nearly 15 years as a Rohnert Park po-
lice officer, Brendon Tatum led local law 
enforcement missions to disrupt the flow 

of illegal drugs into Sonoma County, netting 
Rohnert Park hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in seized assets through traffic stops. 

Tatum, who goes by his middle name Jacy, built 
a reputation as an aggressive cop for his work 
stopping cars on a rural stretch of Highway 101 

near the Sonoma-Mendocino coun-
ty line — some 40 miles north of  
the city limits — in operations to 
find black-market marijuana, other 
illegal drugs and cash. 

The highway runs alongside the 
Russian River and links the mari-
juana-growing Emerald Triangle re-
gion to the north and the urban San 
Francisco Bay Area to the south.

But the man once honored by 
Rohnert Park for his highway sei-
zures is no longer employed by the 
city. Rohnert Park officials will not 
say why but confirm he is under 
investigation in connection with 
a puzzling December traffic stop 
and marijuana seizure across the 
county line in Mendocino County 
involving a pair of officers who six 
months later remain unidentified.

Tatum’s departure comes amid increasing 
public scrutiny of a range of his on-duty actions 
and persistent questions about missing cash and 
seized marijuana. It has raised questions about 
why Rohnert Park routinely sent its officers 
to the northern edge of the county to conduct 
highway seizures even with a staffing shortage 
and after other agencies stopped.

DARREN ABATE / ASSOCIATED PRESS

POLICE INQUIRY: Rohnert Park’s investigation into Tatum is focused on the 
complaints of Zeke Flatten, officials say. He believes a pair of officers wrongly seized 
3 pounds of cannabis from him during a December traffic stop on Highway 101. 
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Drivers allege ex-officer stole cash, pot; attorneys say he has credibility issues
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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COMING 
MONDAY
Rohnert Park 
Public Safety  
Department has 
an outsized role in 
traffic opera-
tions that target 
black-market 
drugs and money

“He said, ‘We’re with the ATF. Marijuana 
is taking over in California like cigarettes, 
you may get a letter from Washington.’ ”
ZEKE FLATTEN, former police officer at a Texas school district

Brendon  
Tatum
Ex-police sergeant 
for Rohnert Park 
is under scrutiny 
over traffic stops 
and pot seizures 

The attention also has spot-
lighted another side of  Tatum’s 
reputation, one discussed for 
years among local defense at-
torneys who have faced off with 
him in court and among people 
who claim their rights were 
violated during roadside stops 
when their property was taken. 

One is a Mendocino County 
cannabis dispensary owner and 
longtime grower, Hue Freeman, 
who believes Tatum illegally 
seized more than $65,000 worth 
of  marijuana he was bringing 
to a dispensary. He said he feels 
emboldened to speak out about 
his case now that others are 
questioning Tatum’s police-
work. 

“I didn’t want to be the only 

one out there. I didn’t want to 
be the tip of  the spear,” said 
Freeman, 60.

Tatum stands by his conduct 
during his career as a police 
officer and firefighter with the 
Rohnert Park Public Safety 
Department, and he rejected 
characterizations of  his on-duty 
behavior as unprofessional or 
unethical. 

“That is their opinion, but I 
disagree with their opinion,” 
Tatum, 35, said in an interview. “I 
served and protected my commu-
nity and made a positive impact 
and changed people’s lives for the 
positive, the best I could.”

The encounter with Freeman 

Officials 
slam US 
nuclear 
demands  

TOKYO — North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un has deliv-
ered a dose of  harsh reality to 
Donald Trump, bashing hopes 
for a quick denuclearization 
deal in a pointed rebuke to the 
president’s top envoy while 
accusing the U.S. of  making 
“gangster-like” demands.

After the historic U.S.-North 
Korea summit in Singapore, 
Trump declared the North was 
no longer a threat and would 
hand over the remains of  Amer-
icans killed during the Korean 
War. Now, three weeks later, 
the two sides were still at odds 
on all issues, including exactly 
what denuclearization means 
and how it might be verified, 
after a third visit to Pyongyang 
by U.S. Secretary of  State Mike 
Pompeo. And, the promised re-
mains have yet to be delivered.

Pompeo wrapped up two days 
of  talks in the North Korean 
capital on Saturday on an opti-
mistic note even without meet-
ing Kim Jong Un, as he had on 
his previous two trips. He said 
his discussions had been pro-
ductive and conducted in good 
faith, but he allowed that much 

NORTH KOREA » Talks  
with Pompeo for quick 
deal called ‘regrettable’ 
By MATTHEW LEE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Mike Pompeo

Records: Low  
staffing levels 
often routine

ITHACA, New York — Most 
nursing homes had fewer nurs-
es and caretaking staff than 
they had reported to the gov-
ernment for years, according to 
new federal data, bolstering the 
long-held suspicions of  many 
families that staffing levels were 
often inadequate.

The records for the first time 
reveal frequent and significant 
fluctuations in day-to-day staff-
ing, with particularly large 
shortfalls on weekends. On the 
worst-staffed days at an aver-
age facility, the new data show, 
on-duty personnel cared for 
nearly twice as many residents 
as they did when the staffing 
roster was fullest.

The data, analyzed by Kaiser 
Health News, come from daily 
payroll records Medicare only 
recently began gathering 
and publishing from more 
than 14,000 nursing homes, as 
required by the Affordable Care 
Act of  2010. Medicare previously 
had been rating each facility’s 

By JORDAN RAU
NEW YORK TIMES
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NURSING HOMES

FRIENDS HOUSE

Jess Petty of Elegant Jazz (horn and vocalist)
and Ken Chambers (keyboardist) will entertain

Friends House residents and guests
on our patio on the green.

For complimentary tickets sign up
at www.friendshouse.org

Jazz
in July
Friday, July 20th

6:00 PM to 8:00 PM


