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TOWER PLAN UNSETTLES NEIGHBORS: Verizon  
Wireless proposal to erect structure near SRJC 
raises health, property value concerns / A3

©2017 
The Press 
Democrat

SWIMMING SAFETY » Children in 
SR take plunge through program 
seeking to reduce drownings.  A3

RISKS IN RACING » Serious injury 
at Petaluma Speedway highlights 
hazards for young drivers.  C1

SUMMER OF LOVE » Readers reflect 
on cultural revolution that took 
flight in North Bay and SF.  D1

Minorities 
struggling as 
market rises

SAN FRANCISCO — Yul 
Dorn and his wife raised their 
son and daughter in a three-bed-
room home crammed with fam-
ily photos, one they bought in a 
historically African-American 
neighborhood in San Francisco 
more than two decades ago.

Today, the couple is living in 
a motel after they were evicted 
last year, having lost a foreclo-
sure battle. A second home they 
inherited also is in default.

The Dorns expect to join 
the growing ranks of  Afri-
can-Americans who do not own 
their homes, a rate that was 
nearly 30  percentage points 
higher than that of  whites in 
2016, according to a new report.

“The person who bought the 
house, we lost all of  our mem-
ories,” said Dorn, a pastor and 
case manager with the city 
health department. “He put the 
furniture out on the street, and 

By JANIE HAR
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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HOMEOWNERSHIP

SR facing critical test 
in homeless efforts

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

CALLED TO A CRISIS: Santa Rosa firefighters and Sonoma Life Support technicians talk with an inebriated man, who was later hospitalized, lying on the sidewalk next 
to his belongings in April at E Street and Sonoma Avenue in Santa Rosa. Santa Rosa officials declared an emergency nearly a year ago to address the city’s homeless crisis.

Wally Pernell and Genene Marinello sat 
on the sidewalk recently under the 
Highway 101 overpass at Sixth Street 

in Santa Rosa to escape the afternoon heat. 
Marinello, 46, fed her pet teacup Chihuahua 
a hot dog and chatted with Pernell, 71. While 
both are homeless and battle substance addic-
tion, they have different hopes for the future.

With a sleeping bag providing comfort from 
the concrete and hiding a shared bottle of  vod-
ka, Marinello wants to get off the street and 
into a shelter and rehab. Pernell is fine where 
he is, and just wants to be left alone.

The two are emblematic of  the daily 
struggles faced by more than 1,600 unshel-
tered homeless people in Santa Rosa. It is an 
increasingly visible population vexing an 
increasingly frustrated public. 

For the politicians, police, firefighters and aid 
workers on the front lines, it is a critical time. 
Santa Rosa police are stepping up their efforts 
to clear residents from the large encampment in 

DIFFERENT 
TRAJECTORIES: 
Wally Pernell, left, 
and Genene  
Marinello both 
are struggling 
with being home-
less in Santa Rosa 
and substance 
abuse, but they 
have different 
hopes for lives  
in the future. 

HELP FROM SERVICES: Frank warms his hands with a cup 
of hot chocolate on April 14 outside the Catholic Charities 
Homeless Service Center in Santa Rosa.

LIVING WITHOUT SHELTER » CITY AT CROSSROADS

Officials work with unsheltered  
to clear Homeless Hill, provide both 
temporary, long-term housing
By NICK RAHAIM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Census: Rural 
homelessness on 
rise in county

Efforts to reduce the 
number of  homeless 
people living in some of  

Sonoma County’s urban areas, 
including Santa Rosa, appear 
to have paid off over the past 
year, particularly for a number 
of  military veterans and young 
people connected with perma-
nent housing, a newly released 
county report shows.   

But even as the county’s 
overall homeless population 
shrank 2 percent from last year, 
to 2,835, some of  the county’s 
more rural areas reported 
marked increases in homeless 
residents, according to a final 
report stemming from the 
annual countywide homeless 

By J.D. MORRIS
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Summit 
exposes 
Trump’s 
isolation

HAMBURG, Germany — Pres-
ident Donald Trump and oth-
er world leaders on Saturday 
emerged from two days of  talks 
unable to resolve key differenc-
es on core issues such as climate 
change and globalization, slap-
ping an exclamation point on a 
divisive summit that left other 
nations fearing for the future of  
global alliances in the Trump era.

The scale of  disharmony 
was remarkable for the annual 
Group of  20 meeting of  world 
economic powers, a venue bet-
ter known for sleepy bromides 
about easy-to-agree-on issues. 
Even as negotiators made a 
good-faith effort to bargain to-
ward consensus, European lead-
ers said that a chasm has opened 
between the United States and 
the rest of  the world.

GROUP OF 20 » Europe’s 
leaders decry divisions; 
White House scores wins
By DAMIAN PALETTA  
AND MICHAEL BIRNBAUM
WASHINGTON POST
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EVAN VUCCI / ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump talks with 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
on Saturday at the G20 Summit in 
Hamburg, Germany. 

ONLINE See more photos online at pressdemocrat.com

NEW Homes in
Healdsburg

from the low $600,000s
Save thousands in INCLUDED UPGRADES! chiquitagrove.com
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