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Trump nominates Kavanaugh
President’s Supreme Court
pick a staunch conservative;
epic Senate battle begins
By CATHERINE LUCEY
AND ZEKE MILLER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump chose Brett Kavanaugh, a
solidly conservative, politically connected judge, for the Supreme Court
Monday night, setting up a ferocious
confirmation battle with Democrats

as he seeks to shift the nation’s highest court ever further to the right.
A favorite of the Republican legal
establishment in Washington, Kavanaugh, 53, is a former law clerk for
retiring Justice Anthony Kennedy.
Like Trump’s first nominee last year,
Justice Neil Gorsuch, Kavanaugh
would be a young addition who could
help remake the court for decades to
come with rulings that could restrict
abortion, expand gun rights and roll
back key parts of Obamacare.
“He is a brilliant jurist, with a
clear and effective writing style, uni-

versally regarded as one of the finest and sharpest legal minds of our
time,” Trump said in his prime-time
televised White House announcement. He added: “There is no one in
America more qualified for this position, and no one more deserving.”
With Kavanaugh, Trump is replacing a swing vote on the nine-member
court with a staunch conservative.
Kavanaugh, who serves on the Court
of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, is
expected to be less receptive to abortion and gay rights than Kennedy
was. He also has taken an expansive

view of executive power and has
favored limits on investigating the
president.
Speaking at the White House, Kavanaugh pledged to preserve the
Constitution and said that “a judge
must be independent and must interpret the law, not make the law. A
judge must interpret the Constitution as written.”
A senior White House official said
Trump made his final decision on the
nomination Sunday evening, then
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JENNER HEADLANDS PRESERVE » By summer’s end, a new jewel in the
crown of preserved Sonoma Coast open spaces will be ready for visitors
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City exploring rebuilding
destroyed Fountaingrove
facility at another site
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Brook Edwards, the Wildlands Conservancy regional director of Sonoma Coast Preserves, pulls weeds around some of the native plants sown
around the Jenner Headlands Preserve in Jenner on Friday.
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A

long effort to open the
Jenner Headlands Preserve
to the public is coming to
fruition, with plans to throw open
the gates at the end of summer
and welcome visitors onto the
land at last.
Construction of a new gateway
to the property off Highway 1 has
been under way for the past year.
It marks the entry both to the
5,630-acre Jenner Headlands and

to adjoining Pole Mountain, a
smaller Sonoma Land Trust property that provides a 360-degree
view from the highest point on the
Sonoma Coast.
“It’s a complicated project, and
it’s been a long time coming,”
said Brook Edwards, preserve
manager and regional director
for the Southern California-based
nonprofit Wildlands Conservancy,
which owns the headlands property. “We’re really excited to get it
open.”
Located about 1 1/2 miles north

of Jenner, the hillside acreage
rises steeply above the village and
the rugged Sonoma Coast, offering
views of the Russian River estuary, Goat Rock State Beach and
the mighty Pacific Ocean.
Once used for timber production and cattle grazing, the
land was purchased in 2009 for
$36 million by a coalition of land
conservation entities, including
the Sonoma Land Trust and the
Sonoma County Agricultural
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AT A GLANCE
A look at some key
features of the upcoming
Jenner Headlands
Preserve scheduled to
open at the end of this
summer.
■ 5,630 acres
■ 14 miles of hiking trails
■ Land was purchased in
2009 for $36 million
■ Scheduled hours will
be 8 a.m. to sunset daily

Santa Rosa may not rebuild
the $4 million fire station that
burned to the ground during the
October firestorm.
Fire officials say that before
they rebuild the station atop
Fountaingrove, where Station 5
has been located since 2015, they
want to explore other sites, possibly one lower down Fountaingrove Parkway.
“To be honest, if the fire didn’t
happen, we wouldn’t even be
talking about this,” Fire Chief
Tony Gossner said. “But we’ve
got to at least look at it. If we
don’t look at it, we’re not doing
our job.”
Gossner plans to brief the
City Council on the planning effort at its 4 p.m. meeting today.
There are a number of reasons why moving the station
west and down the hill might
make sense, Gossner said.
These include the ability to
build a larger station, the need
to position firefighters closer to
current and future high-density housing developments, and
plans for a new Rincon Valley
station that might bolster response times on the east side of
Fountaingrove, he said.
Talking about rebuilding elsewhere may seem counterintuitive to some, but Gossner said
it’s his job to make sure stations
with 50- to 80-year lifespans are
built in the best possible locations.
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4 more boys saved
from Thai cave

Thai-Americans in
area riveted to news
By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Rescues leave four boys and their coach still
awaiting extraction; weather still poses risk
By KAWEEWIT KAEWJINDA
AND STEPHEN WRIGHT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MAE SAI, Thailand — The
generals and other officials
overseeing the desperate operation to rescue 12 young soccer
players and their coach from a
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flooded cave labyrinth in Thailand’s sweltering far north were
only half joking when they
quipped Monday that success
was in the hands of the rain god
Phra Pirun.
They were celebrating a
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People check their mobile phones for update while
waiting at a military airbase Monday in Chiang Rai
province, northern Thailand.

IMMIGRATION RULING: Federal court rejects

long-term detention of illegal migrant parents
and children. / A5

Nikki Doble checks Facebook every day for updates on the 12 Thai boys and their soccer coach
found alive but trapped on July 2 in a flooded cave,
nine days after they went missing in northern
Thailand.
Doble of Santa Rosa doesn’t know the boys of
the Wild Boars soccer team personally, but she
was born in Thailand and adopted by an American family as a baby. She has Thai friends who’ve
kept her connected to the culture, along with a
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