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DUMMY BUSTED: CHP 
officer pulls over motorist 
who drove with dressed-up 
mannequin in carpool lane 
on Highway 101 / A3

INSIDE

Rick Claypole of  Rohnert 
Park believes that when 
you save a life you save 

the world — one person’s world, 
often populated by a communi-
ty of  family, close friends and 
acquaintances. 

Claypole, a retired division 
chief  for the U.S. Forest Service, 
spent many years protecting and 
managing the natural wonders of  

the Klamath National Forest in 
Siskiyou County. Sometimes he 
helped save lives as part of  first 
response teams tending to crash 
and other accident victims. 

On Monday, Claypole, 65, sat 
in a reclining chair at the local 
Blood Centers of  the Pacific, con-
nected to an apheresis machine 
that removed blood platelets from 
his body. Donations of  whole 
blood, red cells, platelets and 
plasma are needed throughout 
the year, but moreso during sea-

sonal shortages. 
“Blood can’t be created. We are 

the creators,” he said, shortly 
after donating. “We have that life 
in our veins that can be passed 
on to others.”

The Bay Area and the rest 
of  the country are currently 
experiencing a dangerously low 
supply of  blood, they often do at 
this time of  the year, according 
to Dr. Salima Shaikh, medical 
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Rick Claypole of Rohnert Park gives blood Monday at Blood Centers of the Pacific in Santa Rosa. The Bay Area is experiencing “dangerously low 
levels” of blood products because donations off drop during the summer.

Summer blood drought
Seasonal slump in donations leaves area’s supplies dangerously low

SMART offers more free rides, longer trips

The public is getting more op-
portunities to get a free ride on 
the new SMART train.

Sonoma-Marin Area Rail 
Transit officials added addition-
al free train rides between the 
Santa Rosa airport and the San 
Rafael stations as part of  the 
“soft launch” of  the new com-
muter rail system.

There will be five round trips 
per day this week on Thursday, 
Saturday and Sunday, July 13, 
15 and 16. 

Next week the free trips will 
be Wednesday, July 19 and Sat-

urday and Sunday, July 22-23.
The trip on the 43-mile route 

spans 10 stations and takes 
about one hour and 14 minutes 
each way, presenting an alterna-
tive to traffic-clogged Highway 
101.

Trains depart every three 
hours throughout the day.

SMART last month started of-
fering preview rides so the pub-
lic can get acquainted with the 
new system and about 6,000 pas-
sengers took advantage of  the 
free rides over the weekend, ac-
cording to SMART spokeswom-
an Jeanne Mariani-Belding.

TRAIN SERVICE » New schedule of ‘preview’ rides 
covers 43 miles between airport and San Rafael
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DONORS WANTED
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Paula Shimizu of Windsor, right, and Ed Buonaccorsi of Santa Rosa 
brought their bikes on the SMART train at Rohnert Park and planned to 
ride back from San Rafael on June 29. 

WHERE TO  
DONATE
Blood Centers 
of the Pacific 
Address: 505 Industrial 
Drive, Santa Rosa 
Hours: 8 a.m.-3 p.m., Mon-
day, Friday and Saturday;  
11:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m., Tues-
day, Thursday and Friday; 
closed Sunday. 
Phone: 707-545-1222 
Online: bloodcenters.org 

GOP 
divisions 
multiply 
over bill

WASHINGTON — Republi-
can divisions over health care 
multiplied Monday as President 
Donald Trump pressured GOP 
senators to act quickly, and Vice 
President Mike Pence suggested 
they might have to revert to a 
straightforward “Obamacare” 
repeal if  they can’t agree on an 
alternative.

Consensus on a replacement 
seemed more 
remote than 
ever as sena-
tors returned 
to the Capitol 
from a Fourth 
of  July recess. 
Some lawmak-
ers spent the 
break facing 
critics of  Senate Majority Lead-
er Mitch McConnell’s bill, or 
voicing criticism of  their own. 
But Sen. John Cornyn of  Texas, 
the No. 2 Republican, told re-
porters that a revised bill would 
be unveiled this week, and “the 
goal continues to be to” vote 
next week.

McConnell abruptly post-
poned a vote last month, lacking 
GOP support for legislation he 
wrote largely in secret.

To succeed, the new legisla-
tion will have to address the 
concerns of  conservatives like 
Mike Lee of  Utah and Ted Cruz 
of  Texas, who want a more full-
blown repeal, and moderates 
like Susan Collins of  Maine and 
Lisa Murkowski of  Alaska, who 
want essentially the opposite, a 
more generous bill.

McConnell has little room for 

Pence suggests reverting 
to pure repeal of ACA if 
factions can’t agree
By ERICA WERNER 
AND ALAN FRAM
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Analysis: GOP 
more secretive 
drafting bill than 
when Dems 
crafted ACA in 
2009 / A8

HEALTH CARE

Trump Jr told of Moscow link

WASHINGTON — Before arrang-
ing a meeting with a Kremlin-con-
nected Russian lawyer he believed 
would offer him compromising infor-
mation about Hillary Clinton, Donald 
Trump Jr. was informed in an email 

that the material was part of  a Rus-
sian government effort to aid his fa-
ther’s candidacy, according to three 
people with knowledge of  the email.

The email to the younger Trump 
was sent by Rob Goldstone, a pub-
licist and former British tabloid re-
porter who helped broker the June 
2016 meeting. In a statement Sunday, 
Trump acknowledged that he was in-

terested in receiving damaging infor-
mation about Clinton, but he gave no 
indication that he thought the lawyer 
might have been a Kremlin proxy.

Goldstone’s message, as described 
to the New York Times by the three 
people, indicates that the Russian gov-
ernment was the source of the poten-
tially damaging information. It does 
not elaborate on the wider effort by 
Moscow to help the Trump campaign.

There is no evidence to suggest 
that the promised damaging infor-
mation was related to Russian gov-

ernment computer hacking that led 
to the release of  thousands of  Dem-
ocratic National Committee emails. 
The meeting took place less than a 
week before it was widely reported 
that Russian hackers had infiltrated 
the committee’s servers.

But the email is likely to be of  keen 
interest to the Justice Department 
and congressional investigators, 
who are examining whether any of  
President Donald Trump’s associ-

EMAIL TRAIL » President’s son agreed to meet lawyer 
after hearing Clinton info came from Russian government
By MATT APUZZO, JO BECKER, 
AND ADAM GOLDMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Donald
Trump Jr.
President’s son 
agreed to meet 
with Russian 
lawyer last year.


