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WORLD CUP SEMIFINALS: 
France set to face England 
or Croatia — who play today 
— in finals after defeating 
Belgium in Russia / C1

INSIDE

PUSH TO FUND PARKS » Voters 
to weigh in on sales tax hike 
for county open spaces.  A3

CLAY POT COOKING » Kenwood 
couple put Sonoma on map 
with unique cookware.  D1

PROTESTING NFL’S POLICY » It’s 
about time players’ union took 
on owners, Barber says.  C1
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RVs and vehicles line the side of Apollo Way, top, in Santa Rosa on June 27. Their presence in the business park just south of Sebastopol Road has 
revived the debate over how to serve the region’s homeless, who have been cleared from encampments around the city. 

Campers lining street 
spur homeless debate

Tempers flaring as vehicles congregate around 250-acre business park

Northpoint Corporate Center, a 250-
acre business park in southwest 
Santa Rosa, is home to 20 of  the 

city’s largest businesses, including Amy’s 
Kitchen, JDS Uniphase and a new Kaiser 
Permanente medical office building.

But the business park has started at-
tracting a new type of  tenant.

Homeless people are parking RVs, 
trailers and cars along the streets of  the 
business park, seeking a quiet, safe place 

to sleep in their vehicles at 
night. Many were pushed 
out of  other longstanding 
encampments in Roseland 
and along the Joe Rodota 
Trail earlier this year after 
the City of  Santa Rosa implemented a new 
homeless policy that prioritized clearing 
out camps. 

Their presence in the business park 
just south of  Sebastopol Road has revived 
the debate over how to serve the region’s 
homeless people, who need a place to stay 
and access to services, while balancing 

the rights and concerns of  
property owners. 

Starting last fall, after the 
October wildfires, a handful 
of  people with no other place 
to go began parking their 

vehicles in the business park, according to 
Keith Woods, president of  the Northpoint 
Corporate Center Owner’s Association. 
Within the past month, the RVs and trail-
ers have been showing up in larger num-
bers, and now more than 30 vehicles are 
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“Until the city decides that they’re going 
to give us a place where we can be, 
we’re going to be wherever we can.”
IKEDIA JONES, woman who lives in an RV parked on Apollo Way
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COUNTY OFFICIALS 
DECLARE EMERGENCY
Supervisors escalate focus 
on crisis that has worsened 
in wake of wildfires / A3

Hate crimes spike in county
Hate crimes jumped sharp-

ly in Sonoma County last year, 
mirroring a statewide increase 
in crimes against people target-
ed for their race, sexual orienta-

tion, religion or gender, accord-
ing to a new state report.

Sixteen hate crimes were 
reported to Sonoma County 
authorities in 2017, up from 10 
the previous year, the state De-
partment of  Justice reported 
Monday. Half  of  those incidents 
happened in Petaluma, which 
reported only one hate crime 
the previous year.

The remaining crimes oc-
curred in unincorporated Sono-

ma County, Santa Rosa and 
Windsor.

Local and state authorities 
on Tuesday could not detail the 
nature of  the crimes in Sonoma 
County or explain the reasons 
for the increase.

Statewide, hate crimes in-
creased by double-digits for the 
third consecutive year, rising 
17.4 percent last year. 

Just over half  of  the crimes 
statewide involved bias against 

race, ethnicity or national ori-
gin, the report shows. Nearly a 
quarter of  the crimes targeted 
people based on their sexual ori-
entation. 

Christian Sullberg, president 
of  Positive Images, a Santa-Ro-
sa based support and advocacy 
center for LGBTQ youth, said 
Sonoma County is generally a 
great area to live for people who 
identify as lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual, transgender or queer. But 

it is also home to people who 
“have that aggression,” he said. 

“We are definitely hearing 
from our membership that the 
amount of  hate and discrimina-
tion has been more than in the 
past,” Sullberg said. 

He added that some LGBTQ-
identifying people may be 
reluctant to report a hate 
crime after seeing negative 

Increase mirrors state 
trend; half of incidents 
occurred in Petaluma
By NASHELLY CHAVEZ
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Brett Kavanaugh

Dems 
set for 
uphill 
battle

WASHINGTON — Senate 
Democrats, facing an uphill 
struggle to defeat the nomination 
of  Judge Brett Kavanaugh to the 
Supreme Court, opened a broad 
attack Tuesday, painting him as 
an archconservative who would 
roll back abortion rights, undo 
health care protections, ease gun 
restrictions and protect Presi-
dent Donald 
Trump against 
the threat of  
i n d i c t m e n t .
But as Kava-
naugh arrived 
at the Capitol 
to begin mak-
ing courtesy 
calls on the senators who will 
decide his fate, the White House 
expressed confidence in the man 
Trump introduced to the country 
as “one of  the finest and sharp-
est legal minds of  our time.”

The White House is embark-
ing on an intensive sales cam-
paign that has already enlisted 
more than 1,000 interest groups, 
including farmers and religious 
organizations, to build support 
for Kavanaugh. Administration 
officials are pushing for hearings 
and a confirmation vote by Oct. 1, 
in time for the court’s new term.

In a sign of  how difficult the 
Democrats’ path will be, Sen. 

SUPREME COURT » As 
pitch begins for Trump’s 
pick, senators on attack
By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 
AND MARK LANDLER
NEW YORK TIMES
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INSIDE
Kavanaugh may 
become wild card  
should Trump  
be subpoenaed  
to appear before 
the court / B1

‘Catch and release’ immigration policy is back

PHOENIX — One mother had waited four 
months to wrap her arms around her little 
boy. Another had waited three months to 
see her little girl again. When the reunions 
finally happened Tuesday in Phoenix, the 
mothers were met with cries of  rejection 

from their children.
“He didn’t recognize me,” said Mirce Alba 

Lopez, 31, of  her 3-year-old son, Ederson, 
her eyes welling up with tears. “My joy 
turned temporarily to sadness.”

For Milka Pablo, 35, it was no different. Her 
3-year-old daughter, Darly, screamed and tried 
to wiggle free from her mother’s embrace.

“I want Miss. I want Miss,” Darly cried, 
calling for the social worker at the shelter 

where she had been living since mother and 
daughter were separated by federal agents 
at the southwestern border.

The tearful reunions — ordered by a 
court in California — came as the govern-
ment said that it would release hundreds 
of  migrant families wearing ankle bracelet 
monitors into the United States, effectively 
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