
WEDNESDAY, JULY 12, 2017 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

CRIMEBEAT » Readers express 
concerns about license plate 
reader data.   A3

MLB ALL-STAR GAME » AL 
edges out NL in 10 innings 
thanks to Cano blast.   C1

POKE FEVER » Fish, a staple in 
Hawaiian cuisine, taking off 
in mainland dining.   D1

SANTA ROSA
High 84, Low 50

THE WEATHER, C8

Barber C1
Business B8
Classified D8
Comics B6
Crimebeat A3
Crossword B5

Editorial A10
Lotto A2
Movies D4
Obituaries B3
State news A5
TV B7

©2017 The Press Democrat

MONSTER CATCH:  
Vacaville fisherman reels 
in 30-pound catfish, a 
possible world record, in 
Clear Lake / A4

INSIDE

New 
claims of 
abuse at 
Hanna 

New allegations of  sexual 
abuse at the Hanna Boys Center 
have surfaced in a civil lawsuit 
naming a former official already 
jailed on criminal charges, plus 
a ministry teacher at the high 
school and the Diocese of  Santa 
Rosa.

A former resident of  the 
Sonoma Val-
ley home for 
troubled youth 
claims fired 
clinical di-
rector Kevin 
Thorpe preyed 
on him after 
becoming the 
teen’s case-
worker in 2006, 
subjecting him 
to about 260 incidents of  abuse, 
including masturbation and 
oral sex.

When the boy was 15, he 
claims Thorpe was molesting 
him in his locked office when 
ministry, religion and social 
justice teacher Joseph Filice 
walked in using a master key 
and saw what was happening.

Rather than intervening, the 
lawsuit claims Filice covered his 
eyes and said, “Oh God!” before 
turning on his heel and leaving 
the room. The incident was nev-
er reported to police.

Brian Farragher, the center’s 
executive director since 2014, 
said Filice, a 20-year employee, 
has denied the allegations and 
insists the incident in the law-
suit never happened.

The boy, who attended Arch-
bishop Hanna High School at 
the center from 2007 to 2012, did 
not complain because he feared 
getting kicked out, losing a 

Trump’s deregulation teams tied to industry

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump entered office 
pledging to cut red tape, and 
within weeks, he ordered his ad-
ministration to assemble teams 
to aggressively scale back gov-

ernment regulations.
But the effort — a signature 

theme in Trump’s populist cam-
paign for the White House — is 
being conducted in large part 
out of  public view and often by 
political appointees with deep 
industry ties and potential con-
flicts.

Most government agencies 
have declined to disclose infor-
mation about their deregula-
tion teams. But the New York 
Times and ProPublica identified  
71 appointees, including 28 with 

potential conflicts, through in-
terviews, public records and 
documents obtained under the 
Freedom of  Information Act.

Some appointees are review-
ing rules their previous employ-
ers sought to weaken or kill, and 
at least two may be positioned to 
profit if  certain regulations are 
undone.

The appointees include law-
yers who have represented busi-
nesses in cases against govern-
ment regulators, staff members 
of  political dark money groups, 

employees of  industry-funded 
organizations opposed to en-
vironmental rules and at least 
three people who were regis-
tered to lobby the agencies they 
now work for.

At the Education Department 
alone, two members of  the de-
regulation team were most re-
cently employed by pro-charter 
advocacy groups or operators, 
and one appointee was an exec-
utive handling regulatory issues 

Former resident alleges 
ministry teacher saw 
ex-clinical director molest

Appointees tasked with 
cutting red tape have 
many potential conflicts
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ETHICS CONCERNS

Emails disclose Trump Jr’s glee

The June 3, 2016, email sent to 
Donald Trump Jr. could hardly 
have been more explicit: One 
of  his father’s former Russian 
business partners had been 
contacted by a senior Russian 
government official and was 

offering to provide the Trump 
campaign with dirt on Hillary 
Clinton.

The documents “would in-
criminate Hillary and her deal-
ings with Russia and would be 
very useful to your father,” read 
the email, written by a trusted 
intermediary, who added, “This 
is obviously very high level and 
sensitive information but is part 

of  Russia and its government’s 
support for Mr. Trump.”

If  the future president’s eldest 
son was surprised or disturbed 
by the provenance of  the prom-
ised material — or the notion 
that it was part of  a continuing 
effort by the Russian govern-
ment to aid his father’s cam-
paign — he gave no indication.

He replied within minutes: “If  
it’s what you say I love it espe-
cially later in the summer.”

Four days later, after a flur-
ry of  emails, the intermediary 

wrote back, proposing a meet-
ing in New York on Thursday 
with a “Russian government 
attorney.”

Donald Trump Jr. agreed, 
adding that he would most like-
ly bring along “Paul Manafort 
(campaign boss)” and “my 
brother-in-law,” Jared Kushner, 
now one of  the president’s clos-
est White House advisers.

On June 9, the Russian law-
yer was sitting in the younger 

NEW DETAILS » Documents show president’s son 
knew of Moscow’s desire to help father’s candidacy
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INSIDE
Donald Trump Jr. emails raise legal 
questions about conspiracy and if any 
laws were broken / A9
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AERIAL VIEW: The Sonoma County Board of Supervisors took its second of two required votes to sell the 82-acre Chanate Road hospital complex site to Bill Gallaher. 
Looking southeast, the site will be developed into housing from left to right across Chanate Road and into the parking lot and forest to the right.

County allows sale of 
82 acres for rental units 

CHANATE ROAD » HOUSING

Some decry loss of health services at ex-hospital site, call deal ‘giveaway’

Sonoma County supervi-
sors signed off Tuesday on 
perhaps the largest sale 

of  county land in a generation, 
unanimously approving an 
ambitious but controversial 
deal to transform the northeast 
Santa Rosa site of  the former 
county hospital complex into a 
high-profile housing develop-
ment.

The 5-0 decision, the second 
of  two formal votes to approve 
the real estate deal, clears the 
way for developer Bill Gallaher 
to pay as much as $11.5 million 
for the 82 acres off Chanate 

Road, where he proposes to 
build up to 800 rental units, 
plus housing for veterans, a 
grocery store, an amphitheater 
and other amenities. 

County leaders have touted 
the sale to Gallaher, a political-
ly connected Santa Rosa devel-
oper, as a clear-sighted move 
to meet an urgent regional 
need — expanding the housing 
supply, especially for renters, 
who’ve seen rates skyrocket in 
recent years.  

“It is a vision and a concept 
that I think people in this 
community really do care 
passionately about, which is 
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NEW LIFE: The property on Chanate Road in Santa Rosa includes the old Sutter 
Health hospital. Developer Bill Gallaher is expected to build 800 rental units, plus 
housing for veterans, a grocery store and other amenities, on the site.


