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BLAZE’S ORIGINS » Officials say improperly 
installed electric fence caused County fire.   A3

NATURE AS A CANVAS » Healdsburg photographer’s  
work featured by National Geographic.   D1
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AGONIZING LOSS: Local 
fans react to England’s 
stunning 2-1 defeat against 
Croatia in World Cup 
semifinals / A3

INSIDE

Fire victims press lawmakers

Donald Trump

Trump 
scolds  
NATO 
allies

BRUSSELS — President Don-
ald Trump ripped into NATO 
allies Wednesday, slamming 
Germany for its dependence on 
Russian energy and demanding 
that nations double their mil-
itary spending commitments. 
European diplomats have been 
worried about continued U.S. 
support for NATO. But even as 
Trump hit allies, he also signed 
on to efforts to strengthen the al-
liance against the Kremlin and 
other rivals, as well as a state-
ment that the alliance does not 
accept Russia’s 2014 annexation 
of  Crimea.

On spending, Trump insist-
ed in a closed-door meeting of  
NATO leaders that the alliance 
increase its defense targets to  
4 percent of  each country’s gross 
domestic product — more than 
what the United States channels 
toward its military. It was not 
clear whether he was serious or 
whether he was using the num-
ber as a negotiating tactic to edge 
overall spending higher and get  
European nations to pay more.

Two wildfire survivors joined 
elected supervisors from three 
counties and a local government 
advocate Wednesday in calling 
on state lawmakers to withhold 
action this year on changes in 
the law governing public utility 
liability for fire damage to pri-

vate property.
Standing in front 

of  a fire-leveled lot in 
Larkfield, the survivors 
and local officials chal-
lenged the legislative 
effort led by Gov. Jer-
ry Brown that is shaping up as 
the most controversial post-fire 
issue in Sacramento: How to ap-
portion the estimated $10 billion 
in damages from the October 
wildfires.

PG&E has been called out by 
Cal Fire as the owner of  equip-
ment that ignited 12 of  the ma-

jor wildfires in October, 
with a state determi-
nation on the cause of  
the Tubbs fire, the most 
destructive blaze, still 
pending. 

The utility giant 
is lobbying lawmakers for re-
lief  from a state legal doctrine, 
called inverse condemnation, 
that requires utilities to pay 
for damage to private property 
even if  they are not deemed neg-
ligent.

Survivors decry plan 
to ease rules on utilities’ 
liability for damages
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

President demands more 
defense spending, accosts 
Germany over fuel deal
By MICHAEL BIRNBAUM 
AND SEUNG MIN KIM
WASHINGTON POST
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ONLINE
Watch video of 
Wednesday’s news 
conference at 
pressdemocrat.
com

Tubbs fire 
survivors Phil 
Demery of 
Fountaingrove, 
right, and Brad 
Sherwood, 
of Larkfield, 
speak at a news 
conference 
Wednesday 
in front of 
Sherwood’s 
empty lot in 
Santa Rosa.
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California Department of Fish and Wildlife officer Trisha Taniguchi monitors the health of a black bear after it was struck Tuesday by an  
automobile crossing Highway 29 on Mount St. Helena in Lake County.

Watching for wildlife
NATURE » Amid an apparent uptick in wild animal sightings  
in urban settings, officials remind people to use caution 

From a black bear ambling 
through the urban Santa Rosa 
streets on a Sunday morning 
to a mountain lion that made a 
brief  appearance near a tram-
poline in a Sebastopol backyard 
just weeks later, recent wildlife 
sightings have thrilled and 
alarmed residents across Sono-
ma County. 

Many have expressed sur-
prise over the presence of  such 
large predators amid populated 
places, though wildlife officials 
say it’s merely a fact of  life in 

the region. Wild animals have 
moved amongst us for millen-
nia, but they have become a 
sensation as images of  their 
daily lives proliferate on social 
media. 

“Everyone loves to live in 
a green, wildland setting, but 
along with that type of  living 
space, there are occupants that 
are already there,” said Cali-
fornia Department of  Fish and 
Wildlife Senior Environmental 
Specialist Conrad Jones. “They 
come and they go, but they’re 
there.”

By HANNAH BEAUSANG
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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A black bear rests after being struck by an automobile as it was 
crossing Highway 29 on Mount St. Helena.
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California has beaten its 
self-imposed goals for reduc-
ing greenhouse gas emissions, 
achieving a milestone in the 
state’s fight against climate 
change.

The California Air Resourc-

es Board announced Wednes-
day that total statewide carbon 
emissions fell to 429 metric tons 
in 2016, a drop of  12 million tons 
from the year before. The de-
cline means California met the 
Legislature’s goal of  reducing 
emissions to 1990 levels, and did 
so a full four years before the 
target year of  2020.

Gov. Jerry Brown and other 
state officials said the results 
proved the state’s portfolio 
of  anti-carbon laws and reg-
ulations is succeeding — and 
showed California can fight cli-
mate change while still enjoying 
a significant economic boom. 
They pledged to continue to 
fight efforts by President Don-
ald Trump’s administration to 
roll back strict emission rules 
imposed by the Obama admin-
istration.

“This is great news for the 
health of  Californians, the 
state’s environment and its 
economy, even as we face the 
failure of  our national leader-
ship to address climate change,” 
said Air Resources Board Chair 
Mary Nichols in a prepared 
statement.

She said the 2016 carbon emis-
sions were 13 percent below the 
peak level recorded in 2004; at 

State beats 2020 greenhouse gas goals

By DALE KASLER
SACRAMENTO BEE

CLIMATE CHANGE » Carbon emissions fall to 1990 
levels in 2016, years before lawmakers’ target
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