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“Getting them in school is not enough.
The journey through college, completing a degree, is very difficult.”
JUAN ARIAS, project director for the Multicultural Education Transfer Acceleration program
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Angela Alfaro, 18, listens to Santa Rosa Junior College student Joseph Ruiz, below, speak about his life experiences Thursday during an
English class through the Summer Bridge Program at SRJC. The program is intended to prepare high school students for college classes.

$2.6 million SRJC initiative aims to help Latino students succeed
INVESTING IN STUDENTS

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
T H E P RE S S D E MO C RAT

R

esponding to a growing number of Latino
students, Santa Rosa Junior College has launched
a $2.6 million initiative aimed at boosting the number of them receiving associate’s degrees, transferring to
a four-year university or doing both.
The initiative calls for intensive academic counseling and tutoring, supportive programs that make sure
students enroll in transferable classes and the creation of
a multicultural center equipped with the technology and
resources necessary to succeed.
“Getting them in school is not enough,” said Juan
Arias, project director for the Multicultural Education
Transfer Acceleration program, known as META4. “The
journey through college, completing a degree, is very
difficult.”
The initiative’s first program, the Summer Bridge Program, began in mid-June and attempts to prepare about
60 high school students for college-level English classes.
The program also provides an introduction to college and
is the first step toward creating a close-knit community of
college-bound kids, officials said.
The program is funded by a $2.65 million grant the
school was awarded last October, six months after the
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State water
tunnel plan
threatened
By DAVID SIDERS
and RYAN SABALOW

Growing population: The number of Latino students at Santa Rosa
Junior College has increased to more than 9,000, a boost of 9.25 percent
in four years. Latinos now make up 32 percent of the school population.
Academic disparity: Success rates for Latino students are typically
half of what they are for white students, according to SRJC President
Frank Chong. SRJC has launched a $2.6 million initiative to help Latino
students earn an associate’s degree and/or transfer to a four-year college.
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Shortly before 9 p.m. Saturday, Joaquín Guzmán Loera, the
Mexican drug kingpin whose
capture last year had been
trumpeted by his country’s government as a crucial victory in
its bloody campaign against the
narcotics trade, stepped into the
shower of his cell in the most
secure wing of the most secure
prison in Mexico.
He never came out.
When guards later entered
the cell, they discovered a 2-by2-foot hole, through which Guzmán, known as El Chapo, or
Shorty, had disappeared.
The prison break humiliated the government of Mexico’s
president, Enrique Peña Nieto, which had touted the arrest of Guzmán and leaders of
other drug cartels as a crucial
achievement in restoring order
and sovereignty to a country
long beleaguered by the horrific
violence associated with organized crime.
The opening in the shower led
to a mile-long tunnel leading to
a construction site in the nearby
neighborhood of Santa Juanita. The tunnel was more than
2 feet wide and tall enough for
him to walk standing upright,
and was burrowed more than 30
feet underground. It had been
equipped with lighting, ventilation and a motorcycle on rails

By BRADY MACDONALD

Disneyland
debuted a
fireworks
show earlier
this year in
honor of
the theme
park’s 60th
anniversary.
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TV show named “Gunsmoke” made its debut,
and another named “Make Room for Daddy” won two Emmys. Elvis Presley and Pat
Boone had young hearts all shook up, and for the
first time, they could listen to those crooners and
others on a new gadget called a pocket transistor
radio. A new car cost $1,900, gasoline was 23 cents
a gallon and rents averaged $87 a month.
It was 1955. On July 17 of that year — a year in
which the last occupying troops left Austria and

ALLEN J. SCHABEN /
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Amid long-standing controversy surrounding Gov. Jerry
Brown’s plan to build two tunnels to divert water around the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
to the south, one advantage the
project appeared to hold was
that Brown could forge ahead
without a public vote.
As envisioned by the fourthterm governor, state and federal
officials would permit the $15
billion conveyance, and water
users would pay for it.
To his detractors, Brown
could simply say, as he playfully
did in May, “shut up.”
But in recent months, signature gatherers paid by Dean
Cortopassi, a wealthy Stockton-area farmer and food processor, have started circulating
an initiative to force large public
works projects — Brown’s tunnels included — to go before voters for approval.
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MONTGOMERY ESTATE BUYERS
CASH FOR GOLD, SILVER, COINS,
DIAMONDS, WATCHES & FINE JEWELRY

Saturday, Juy 11th thru
Wednesday, July 15th

9:30 AM TO 5:00 PM Sat & Sun
9:30 AM TO 6:00 PM Mon, Tue, Wed

CONFERENCE RESORT & SPA

2777 4th Street . Santa Rosa, CA
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