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DOUBLE DUTY » Prune Packer 
pitchers juggle baseball with 
summer internships.   C1

DAY CAMP » Kids experience 
mindfulness at nature 
retreat near Petaluma.   A3

PITCH A TENT BY THE SURF » 
County has plenty of places 
to camp by the water.   D1
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BEACH REOPENED: County 
officials declare waters at 
Monte Rio safe again for 
swimming, just in time for 
heat wave. / A3

INSIDE

Days after being rescued by 
helicopter while hiking the Pa-
cific Crest Trail, a Mendocino 
man set off again Wednesday 
recharged and ready to trek 
1,100 more miles to the Oregon 
border.

Charles Branden-
burg, 55, who was forced 
to summon help last 
week after becoming 
overheated and dehy-
drated, had to wait even 
longer when two search 
and rescue volunteers 
who were bringing him 
water were robbed of  
their radios by two gun-
men along the trail.

Brandenburg, a veteran hik-
er, said he ran into trouble on 
the popular hiking trail be-

tween Mexico and Can-
ada when temperatures 
spiked and he ran low 
on water in the moun-
tains between Mojave 
and Tehachapi.

“It was 110 (degrees). 
It took everything out 
of  me,” he said, adding 
that he was down to less 
than a cup of  water. His 

silver, reflective umbrella and 
the sparse vegetation provided 
no respite from searing heat.

Brandenburg decided to acti-

vate a rescue device that allows 
him to send text messages to au-
thorities.

“Normally I would have wait-
ed it out, but I hadn’t seen people 
for two days. I went ahead and 
pushed my SOS button,” he said 
in a telephone interview from a 
Sierra Nevada camp, where he 
went to resume his journey.

Initially, Kern County sher-
iff’s officials said rescuers would 
bring water to him within a few 

Long-term ranch leases may end

FBI pick 
vows to 
remain 
objective

WASHINGTON — Donald 
Trump’s pick to lead the FBI 
broke with the president in key 
areas Wednesday, rejecting the 
idea that an investigation into 
possible coordi-
nation between 
Russia and the 
Trump election 
campaign is a 
“witch hunt” 
and promising 
not to cave to 
any pressure 
from a White 
House that 
has challenged 
boundaries with the nation’s top 
law enforcement agency.

Christopher Wray, the former 
high-ranking Justice Depart-
ment official whom Trump nom-
inated last month, told senators 
at his confirmation hearing that 
he would never let politics get in 
the way of  the bureau’s mission. 
And he said he “sure as heck” 
would not offer a pledge of  loy-
alty to the president.

Asserting his independence, 
he said, “My loyalty is to the 
Constitution and the rule of  law. 
Those have been my guideposts 
throughout my career, and I will 
continue to adhere to them no 

Granting long-term leases to 
the two dozen ranching families 
that have raised cattle for gener-
ations at Point Reyes National 
Seashore would be halted under 
a proposed court settlement an-
nounced Wednesday to resolve 

a lawsuit brought last year by 
three environmental groups.

The tentative deal, which in-
volves the groups and the Na-
tional Park Service, manager of  
the 71,000-acre seashore on the 
Marin County coast, requires 
park managers to study im-
pacts on the environment from 
decades of  ranching and opens 
up the possibility that grazing 
dairy and beef  cattle could be 
curtailed or ended.

Both the ranchers and envi-
ronmental groups claimed vic-

tory in the settlement of  a close-
ly watched case, seen as having 
wider implications for manage-
ment of  federal land.

“This is what we asked for 
in the lawsuit,”  said Deborah 
Moskowitz, president of  the Re-
source Renewal Institute, one of  
the environmental groups. “It’s 
good news.” 

Dairy rancher Jarrod Men-
doza said the settlement 
was “a temporary win” for 

Proposed settlement 
would likely limit or stop 
Point Reyes grazing
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Jarrod Mendo-
za feeds  
organic alfalfa 
to his hair 
cattle on the B 
Ranch in Point 
Reyes National  
Seashore.
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Rescued Pacific Crest hiker back on the trail
Mendocino man ‘good 
now’ after dehydration, 
robbery of volunteers
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Rohnert Park Officers Kieran Keaney, left, and Kyle Pinney question a man who is on probation after a search of his vehicle while on patrol in 
Rohnert Park on July 6. The department has criticized its leadership.

Department in crisis

City backs Masterson; agency struggles with staffing, overtime

RP PUBLIC SAFETY » NO-CONFIDENCE VOTE IN CHIEF

An overwhelming no-confidence 
vote in late May on Rohnert Park 
Public Safety Chief  Brian Masterson 
by police and firefighters — a rare 
step in Sonoma County law enforce-
ment — has laid bare the depart-
ment’s ongoing struggles with staff-
ing, overtime and leadership.

The 36-6 vote calling for the dis-

missal of  Masterson followed in-
house criticism of  his leadership. The 
department has struggled the last 
few years on mandatory overtime 
shifts to keep a minimum of  patrol 
cars on the street and dispatchers at 
the console. Meanwhile, since early 
this year, daily overtime has been re-
quired to keep one or two firefighters 
on one of  the city’s two engines. 

A week before the no-confidence 
vote was tallied, the city had given 

the chief  a four-year contract exten-
sion and 13 percent raise, raising his 
salary to about $216,000 annually by 
the contract’s end. The officers were 
unaware of  his new contract when 
they voted.

In the department, one of  only two 
in the state — along with Sunnyvale 
— with police officers serving double 
duty as firefighters, there are some 
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