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Trump claims NATO victory

BRUSSELS — President Donald 
Trump declared a much-disputed 
victory at the annual NATO summit 
Thursday, after throwing it into cri-
sis by forcing an emergency session 
suggesting the United States could 
leave the nearly 70-year-old alliance 

and then suddenly dropping his de-
mands that allies immediately spend 
more on their militaries.

After claiming success in Brussels 
at an impromptu news conference, 
Trump flew to London — but not be-
fore setting a time bomb ahead of  his 
meetings with an embattled Prime 
Minister Theresa May.

In an interview with a British 
tabloid before boarding his plane, 
Trump attacked May, touted her ri-
val Boris Johnson as a “great prime 
minister” and said immigration had 
cost Europe its culture.

“I think it changed the fabric of  
Europe and, unless you act very 
quickly, it’s never going to be what 
it was, and I don’t mean that in a 
positive way,” Trump told the Sun, a 
tabloid owned by his sometime ally 
Rupert Murdoch. “Allowing the im-
migration to take place in Europe is 
a shame.”

His remarks, in which he said May 
had mishandled negotiations over 
Brexit, the planned British exit from 
the European Union, seemed certain 
to fuel a growing revolt against her 
within her Conservative Party. John-

son, who resigned earlier this week 
from the job of  Foreign Minister, has 
been weighing a challenge to May 
over her handling of  the Brexit talks.

The comments — an extraordinary 
intervention by a U.S. president in an 
allied country’s politics — came af-
ter a summit dominated by Trump’s 
demands that the 28 other member 
nations increase their spending on 
defense, in fairness to the United 
States.

At the news conference, Trump 

Allies dispute US success 
as president ignites furor by 
attacking British premier
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Utilities must 
notify before 
cutting power

California’s utility compa-
nies, including PG&E, now must 
notify customers and follow oth-
er set procedures when switch-
ing off power lines to prevent 
fires. 

State utility regulators unani-
mously approved Thursday new 
rules for power companies that 
de-energize lines in extreme 
weather conditions to safeguard 
against fire risk. Utilities must 
try to reach individual custom-
ers ahead of  shutting down the 
grid.

Prior to Thursday’s decision, 
the rules applied only to San 
Diego Gas & Electric, as it was 
the only publicly traded utili-
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Regulators set new rules 
during extreme weather
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Top jail 
official 
set to 
retire

Randall Walker, the assistant 
Sonoma County sheriff and 
longtime commander of  the jail 
system who was put on paid ad-
ministrative leave three months 
ago amid an 
internal inves-
tigation into 
an undisclosed 
personnel mat-
ter, is retir-
ing, sheriff’s 
officials said 
Thursday.

Walker, 52, 
notified the 
Sheriff’s Office 
of  his decision in mid-June, and 
his retirement is set to become 
effective Sept. 24, according to 
the agency. 

Capt. Al Vernon, a 27-year vet-
eran of  the office, will become 
the new assistant sheriff respon-
sible for overseeing the county 
jail system. He begins in the new 

Assistant sheriff has 
been on paid leave for 
3 months during inquiry
By J.D. MORRIS
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Participants in a fun run enjoy drinks outside Crooked Goat Brewing on Wednesday at the Barlow in Sebastopol. Seismic Brewing Co. of Santa Rosa 
and Golden State Cider of Sebastopol will join Crooked Goat and Woodfour Brewing Co. at the Barlow as it becomes a go-to destination for beer. 

The Barlow is turning 
into a mecca for beer

With spaces fully leased, downtown complex stakes high hopes on hops

A few years ago, the Barlow in Sebas-
topol would not be on anyone’s list 
as a go-to destination in Sonoma 

County for beer aficionados. 
While Woodfour Brewing Co. has carved 

out a niche at the outdoor shopping com-
plex for almost five years with its highly 
regarded sour beers, nearby Warped 
Brewing Co. closed after failing to attract 
customers.

But things have changed in the upscale 
retail, arts and restaurant district, which 
is buzzing with new energy — and a dis-
tinct flavor of  barley and hops.

The 220,000-square-foot complex, which 
previously housed an apple processing 
plant, has finally leased all of  its retail 
space. It will include a future taproom 
for Seismic Brewing Co. of  Santa Rosa, 
the upstart brewery led by Christopher 
Jackson of  the famous Sonoma County 
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SEBASTOPOL » TONS OF TAPROOMS

“The concentration is great. It’s making it a destination and not just a venue.”
JAMES HOLT, co-owner of North Bay Brewery Tours of Rohnert Park, on the Barlow’s array of beer offerings


