RESTAURANT SEEKS
TO BUILD HOTEL

‘WATCHMAN’ BOOK
BRINGS BIG BUZZ

Spinster Sisters in SR hopes
to spark more development
along SOFA corridor Empire

Sonoma County bookstores say there’s excitement for Harper Lee’s new novel Empire
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Aiming to lift transgender ban
Defense secretary announces
plan to end barrier to
US military service
By LOLITA C. BALDOR
ASSOCIATED P RE S S

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon’s
current regulations banning transgender individuals from serving in
the military are outdated, Defense
Secretary Ash Carter said Monday,
ordering a six-month study aimed at

formally ending one of the last gender- or sexuality-based barriers to
military service.
Carter said he is creating a working group that will review the policies and determine if lifting the ban
would have any impact on the military’s ability to be ready for battle.
But he said the group will begin with
the presumption that transgender
people should be able to serve openly
“without adverse impact on military
effectiveness and readiness, unless
and except where objective, practical
impediments are identified.”

when our troops have learned from
experience that the most important
qualification for service members
should be whether they’re able and
willing to do their job, our officers
and enlisted personnel are faced
with certain rules that tell them the
opposite.”
Carter asked his personnel undersecretary, Brad Carson, to lead the
working group of senior military
and civilian leaders to take an objective look at the issue, including
the costs, and determine whether it

The plan, which was first reported by The Associated Press, gives
the services time to methodically
work through the legal, medical and
administrative issues and develop
training to ease any transition, and
senior leaders believed six months
would be sufficient.
“The Defense Department’s current regulations regarding transgender service members are outdated and are causing uncertainty that
distracts commanders from our core
missions,” Carter said in a statement released Monday. “At a time
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Crime
rises in
Sonoma
County

$200 MILLION PLAN: Hotel, residential project proposed in
Cloverdale may never get off ground due to nearby air traffic

Resort vs. airport

Property crimes increase
4.4 percent, while violent
crimes are up 2.2 percent
By JULIE JOHNSON
T HE P R ES S D EM O CR AT

BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

Jes Slavik, of Laulima Development LLC and designer of the proposed Alexander Valley Resort, stands overlooking the 254 acres that
would be developed to include a hotel, private residences and an equestrian center in Cloverdale.

St.

Proposed
residential
resort
project

sian

Rus
Riv

Cloverdale
Municipal
Airport

Sh

ad

yL

an
e

Cloverdale

er

TURN TO RESORT, PAGE A7

1st

B l v d.

A

n upscale hotel and residential project
proposed more than a dozen years ago
in Cloverdale is showing signs of life
with a new developer and a revised plan featuring an equestrian center instead of a golf
course. But the high-flying concept could be
grounded by the proximity to the Cloverdale
Airport.
The $200 million Alexander Valley Resort
project calls for a 150-room hotel and spa, 40
“courtyard-style” resort rentals and
80 custom, single-family homes, as well as an
equestrian center featuring training and show
arenas, boarding stables and riding trails
winding through the property.
But the plans for the resort may never get
off the ground because of a conflict with near-

by air traffic.
San Francisco-based Laulima Development
LLC, which is pursuing a purchase of the
254-acre site, is asking the city to close down
the general aviation airport to the south for
the project to go forward.
“The airport poses both a safety and a noise
issue,” Jes Slavik, a principal with Laulima
Development, said Monday.
He said the airport operation will disturb
horses as well as residents and guests.
“The equestrian center would be at the end
of the runway,” he said. “A conflict between
a low-flying plane and a horse is definitely an
issue.”
City officials on Monday said they are not
sure whether closing down the airport is viable in exchange for construction of the hotel
resort, which is being touted as an economic
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PROJECT AT A GLANCE
Cost: $200 million
Site size: 254 acres

Bizarre twist in kidnapping that was called hoax
FBI says suspect charged in
Vallejo abduction, ransom case
By SUDHIN THANAWALA
A S S O C I AT E D P RE S S

Matthew
Muller
Disbarred lawyer
arrested by FBI in
kidnapping
of woman.

SAN FRANCISCO — The case of a
California woman who said she was
kidnapped for ransom only to have police call it a hoax took another bizarre
twist Monday when federal prosecutors announced they charged a disbarred Harvard-trained lawyer with

her abduction.
Matthew Muller, of Orangevale,
was charged last month after he was
arrested in South Lake Tahoe in a
home-invasion robbery that occurred
in the Bay Area and had similarities
to the kidnapping, the FBI said. The
allegations were in an affidavit that
was unsealed Monday.
The kidnapping case began when
Denise Huskins’ boyfriend, Aaron
Quinn, reported kidnappers broke
into the couple’s Vallejo home on
March 23, abducted her and demanded an $8,500 ransom.

Quinn’s lawyers have said he awoke
to a bright light in his face and two
kidnappers bound and drugged him.
Huskins, 29, turned up safe two
days later in her hometown of Huntington Beach, where she said she was
dropped off. She showed up just hours
before the ransom was due.
Huskins and Quinn appeared with
their lawyers at a news conference in
Vallejo, but they didn’t talk to the media. A teary-eyed Huskins and Quinn
held hands tightly during the brief
conference and hugged before leaving.
TURN TO KIDNAPPING, PAGE A7

Nearly every day in 2014,
someone broke into a Santa
Rosa residence.
Petaluma police investigated about 20 shoplifting reports
each month. Every five days, a
vehicle was stolen in Rohnert
Park and Windsor police investigated an aggravated assault.
Statistics released by the state
Attorney General’s Office last
week offer a snapshot of criminal activity in Sonoma County, where crime rose slightly in
2014 following a notable drop the
preceding year.
There were 8,583 property
crimes reported across Sonoma
County last year, an increase of
4.4 percent from 2013. Violent
crimes increased 2.2 percent, to
1,821 incidents, despite a decline
in some cities like Windsor and
Rohnert Park.
Statewide, nearly all serious
crimes dropped in both number
and rate per 100,000 people between 2013 and 2014, according
to the state Attorney General’s
Office. The homicide rate fell
4.3 percent, and the rate of robbery dropped 10 percent.
The exception across California was the rate of aggravated
assault, which increased 2.4 percent in 2014. It’s a prevalent type
of violence committed in Sonoma County, where three to four
assaults are reported each day.
Aggravated assault is a serious violent offense, defined by
the FBI as an attack by one person upon another for the purpose of inflicting severe bodily
injury. Countywide statistics
show that about 45 percent of
such assaults involve “fists,
hands or feet,” approximately
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