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MUELLER PROBE » HACKERS TARGETED DEMS, CLINTON

Russians indicted
for 2016 hacking

SPORTS

IndyCar
to exit
Sonoma
County
Grand Prix set to move
to Monterey County’s
Laguna Seca raceway
By LORI A. CARTER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein, center, announced charges Friday against Russian agents accused of hacking the Democratic National
Committee and Hillary Clinton’s campaign. Rosenstein said he briefed President Donald Trump earlier this week on the charges.

Trump has
warm words
for Putin

12 intelligence officers
charged with stealing
data to sway election
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AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY
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WASHINGTON
dozen Russian military intelligence officers were indicted Friday on charges
they hacked Democrats’ computers,
stole their data and published those files to
disrupt the 2016 election — the clearest connection to the Kremlin established so far by
special counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation
of interference in the
INSIDE
presidential campaign.
President Trump lauds The indictment against
members of the Russian
Theresa May after
military agency known
Brexit remarks / B1
as the GRU marks the
first time Mueller has taken direct aim at the
Russian government, accusing specific military units and their named officers of a sophisticated, sustained effort to hack the computer
networks of Democratic organizations and the
Hillary Clinton campaign.
Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein

announced the charges at a midday news conference. Mueller, as has been his practice, did
not attend the announcement. Court records
show that a grand jury Mueller has been using
returned an indictment Friday morning.
The suspects “covertly monitored the computers, implanted hundreds of files containing
malicious computer code, and stole emails and
other documents,” Rosenstein said. “The goal

HELSINKI — Before he embarked on a week of transatlantic diplomacy, President Donald
Trump sat down with Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein,
who previewed for the boss an
explosive development: The Justice Department would soon indict
12 Russian intelligence officers for
hacking Democratic emails to interfere with the 2016 U.S. presidential election.
For the first time, the United
States would be charging Russian
government agents with planning
and executing a sustained cyber
attack to disrupt America’s democratic process. Yet Trump gave no
sign in his commentary in Europe
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President Donald Trump meets with Russian
President Vladimir Putin on July 7 at the G-20
Summit in Hamburg. The two are scheduled to
meet again Monday in Helsinki.

IndyCar racing is putting
Sonoma County in its rearview
mirror again.
The open-wheel racing series, best known for its iconic
Indianapolis 500 over Memorial
Day weekend each year, is maneuvering to move the Grand
Prix of Sonoma to Monterey
County’s Laguna Seca raceway.
It is one of the top three motorsports events held each year at
the sprawling track off Highway
121. The largest, the NASCAR
Cup series, can attract more
than 100,000 fans over a threeday span.
On Tuesday, the Monterey
County Board of Supervisors is
poised to authorize the signing
of a three-year contract with
IndyCar LLC to race at its county-owned track in 2019, 2020 and
2021.
Sonoma Raceway has hosted
IndyCar since 2005, with the
Grand Prix of Sonoma series
finale determining the year’s
points championship since
2015.
This season’s 85-lap race is set
for Sept. 16 and will again determine the series championship.
The move ultimately was a
business decision by IndyCar,
with whom Sonoma Raceway
had been in negotiations over its
contract, Sonoma Raceway General Manager Steve Page said.
The greater Bay Area cannot
financially support two Indy
races, he said.
Because Monterey County
owns its track, it can essentially subsidize any race held there.
For Sonoma Raceway, the series
has been a money loser, Page
said.
“We have been running Indy
for 14 years. It has been a struggle financially and we have been
in negotiations with them on a
renewal of our contract, where
we would need some financial
relief in order to make the numbers work,” he said. “It’s a great
event, but we’re a for-profit company and can’t do events where
we lose money.”
Word came of an apparent
deal with Monterey County on
Thursday.
“We’ve been in negotiations
with IndyCar for quite some
time,” Page said. “They have
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Credits to roll on Video Droid
SANTA ROSA » Post-fire
revenue drop to blame
for decrease in sales
By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

As the worst wildfire in California history prepared to unleash its fury across Sonoma
County on Oct. 8, the Video
Droid had its happiest night in
years. In the parking lot of the
Santa Rosa video store, about
100 people gathered with hot
dogs and popcorn for its first
short film festival, “My Life: In
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90 Seconds or Less.”
“It was such a fun night
and everyone loved it. It was
the biggest irony,” said Mark
Lowe, Video Droid owner and
co-founder. “The next morning,
coming to work, it was like a
bomb had gone off.”
The fires turned out to be the
final blow for the Mendocino
Avenue business, which fought
off chain stores and internet-streaming services to entertain film buffs over 34 years.
Revenues
have
dropped
35 percent since the October wildfires, Lowe said. As a result, Video Droid will close its doors on
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Aug. 26, leaving Sonoma County
with only two video stores — Joe
Video in Santa Rosa and Silver
Screen Video in Petaluma.
Video Droid managed to stay
competitive over the years —
against national video store
chain Blockbuster and later,
streaming services like Netflix
— by appealing to movie lovers
with its collection of 30,000 titles, including an extensive catalogue of foreign, cult classics
and hard-to-find titles.
About 90 percent of Video
Droid’s titles will be sold for
TURN TO VIDEO » PAGE A6
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Video Droid owner Mark Lowe opened the original store in Santa Rosa
in 1983, but Lowe’s battle with cancer and rent increases have forced
him to close one of the last remaining video stores in Sonoma County.

‘VERY HEALING PRESENCE’: Santa Rosa native
and old-school chiropractor, Jim Hostetter,
dies at 85 shortly after retiring. / A3
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