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CRAFT SPIRITS BILL:  
Compromise allows Levine 
measure allowing distillers 
to sell bottles at tasting 
rooms to move forward / E1

CLOVERDALE Crowd hears details of $200M resort plan that would doom airport Empire

IT’S THE 
BERRIES 

Sonoma County’s bounty 
of ripe-for-the-eating fruit 
can be transformed into 
simple summer desserts 
Food+Wine

Median home price returns to $550,000
WHAT WILL 
$550,000 
GET YOU?
For a gallery of 
photos showing  
Sonoma County 
properties that 
are listed near 
the median 
price, go to  
pressdemocrat.
com

Sonoma County’s median home 
sale price hit $550,000 in June, as 
tight supplies and ongoing demand 
have helped increase the median for 
four straight years.

The median price of  a single- 

family home increased 11 percent 
last month from a year earlier, ac-
cording to The Press Democrat’s 
monthly housing report compiled 
by Pacific Union International Vice 
President Rick Laws. It hasn’t been 
this high since February 2007, when 
it also stood at $550,000.

“It’s going close to the heights of  
the market in 2005,” said Cary Berto-
lone, a co-owner of  Bertolone Realty 
in Santa Rosa.

The county’s median price peak-
ed at $619,000 in August 2005 during 
a national housing bubble fueled 

partly by relaxed lending stan-
dards. What followed was a historic 
crash that saw the median sale price 
plunge to $305,000 in February 2009.

The median price has risen 72 per-
cent since June 2011, when it stood at 
$315,000. Some of  that gain has come 
from rising home values and some 
from an increase in home sales in 
the county’s more expensive neigh-
borhoods.

Despite the ongoing rise in pric-
es, brokers and agents stressed that 
the housing market today remains 
far less active than 2013, when the 

median price jumped 23 percent in 
one year, or 2012, when home sales 
jumped to their highest levels since 
2005.

“It’s a sellers’ market, but it’s not 
crazy,” said Glenn Gephart, general 
manager and an owner of  Centu-
ry 21 Alliance in Santa Rosa.

Buyers purchased 499 single-fami-
ly homes last month, an increase of  
nearly 5 percent from a year earlier.

For the first half  of  the year, 
2,195  homes have been sold in the 
county, a gain of  less than 1 percent 

High demand and low inventory 
help Sonoma County return

to February 2007 level

By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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MORE COSTLY: Safeway fuel ambassador Adam Holtzinger helps Michelle Patterson fill up Tuesday at the Safeway gas station on Mendocino Avenue in Santa 
Rosa. Analysts say a sudden spike in gasoline prices can be blamed on several factors, including high demand and an idled refinery in Southern California.

Pain at pump is back

A s the owner of  a Santa 
Rosa-based mobile pet salon, 
Stephanie Powell has a sharp 

nose for spikes in gasoline prices.
She said she has to keep the van 

for Barks and Bubbles at least half-
full at all times, or else the genera-
tor powers off and she must resort 
to plugging in at clients’ homes just 
to operate a blow dryer at about 
half  of  normal speed.

“If  I’m doing a Husky, it’s a big 
inconvenience,” said Powell, filling 
up Tuesday at the Arco station 
at Fourth Street and Brookwood 
Avenue.

A sudden spike in gas prices in 
California over the past week is be-

ing felt on the North Coast, where 
the average cost for a gallon of  reg-
ular gas on Tuesday topped $3.50, 
according to the website GasBuddy.
com. Statewide, the average $3.80 
for a gallon of  gas was the highest 
in the nation.

The numbers reflect a whopping 
36-cent jump in a single week, fuel-
ing fears that California will hit the 
dreaded $4 mark by the end of  the 
week. Powell said such a develop-
ment would force her to bump up 
the hourly rate she charges cus-
tomers who use her pet grooming 
business.

She was resigned to that possible 
outcome, saying, “It’s nothing new. 
It’s gone up before.”

Others were less sanguine. Traci 
Elledge, a Santa Rosa landscaper, 

expressed anger at “Big Oil,” which 
she blames for high gas prices.

“I don’t see them taking one 
for the team, so that bums my 
load,” said Elledge, who also filled 
up Tuesday at the Fourth Street 
station.

A man who lives out of  his motor 
home and gave his name as “John 
Doe Homeless” also expressed his 
displeasure about having to pay 
more at the pump.

“I don’t move around as often, 
and then Officer Friendly doesn’t 
like me being in one place,” said the 
bearded man.

The angst aside, gas prices in 
Northern California on Tuesday 
were tracking well below those 
in the southern part of  the state, 

Average price for gallon of gas hits $3.50 on North Coast, 
brings back memories of a year ago, when cost was $4 or higher

CHANGING 
GAS PRICES
$3.50: Average 
price of a gallon 
of regular gas on 
the North Coast
$4.08: Average 
in Santa Rosa on 
July 14, 2014
$3.80: Current 
statewide 
average
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Iran 
 nuclear 
accord  
reached

VIENNA — Iran and a group 
of  six nations led by the United 
States reached a historic accord 
Tuesday to significantly lim-
it Tehran’s nuclear ability for 
more than a decade in return 
for lifting international oil and 
financial sanctions.

The deal culminates 
20  months of  negotiations 
on an agreement that Presi-
dent Barack Obama had long 
sought as the biggest diplomat-
ic achievement of  his presiden-
cy. Whether it portends a new 
relationship between the Unit-
ed States and Iran — after de-
cades of  coups, hostage-taking, 
terrorism and sanctions — re-
mains a bigger question.

Obama, in an early morning 
appearance at the White House 
that was broadcast live in Iran, 
began what promised to be an 
arduous effort to sell the deal 
to Congress and the U.S. public, 
saying the agreement is “not 
built on trust, it is built on ver-
ification.”

He made it abundantly clear 
that he would fight to preserve 
the deal from critics in Congress 
who are beginning a 60-day re-
view, declaring, “I will veto any 
legislation that prevents the 
successful implementation of  
this deal.”

Almost as soon as the agree-
ment was announced, to cheers 
in Vienna and on the streets of  
Tehran, its harshest critics said 
it would ultimately empower 
Iran rather than limit its capa-
bility. Israel’s prime minister, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, called it 
a “historic mistake” that would 
create a “terrorist nuclear su-

Tough road ahead for 
Obama as he works to sell 

the deal to Congress

By MICHAEL R. GORDON 
and DAVID E. SANGER

NEW YORK TIMES
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Probe makes Pluto flyby, phones home

LAUREL, Md. — After a long day cele-
brating the arrival of  NASA’s New Hori-
zons spacecraft at Pluto and wondering 
about its fate while it was out of  radio con-
tact, mission controllers finally received 
confirmation Tuesday night that the space-
craft had performed its scientific tasks.

On schedule, at 8:53 p.m. Eastern time, 
a message from the spacecraft arrived at 

Mission Control here at the Johns Hopkins 
Applied Physics Laboratory.

“We are in lock with carrier,” said Alice 
Bowman, the missions operations manag-
er. “Stand by with telemetry.”

And a few moments later, when she con-
firmed that data was coming down, cheers 
erupted Tuesday for the second time.

By design, communications from New 
Horizons ended at 11:17 p.m. the night be-
fore, and as planned, the craft remained 
out of  contact for almost 22 hours as it 
took pictures and collected bountiful other 
measurements of  Pluto and its five moons. 
The design of  the spacecraft did not allow 
it to perform its observations while com-
municating with Earth, and the mission 

NASA / JHUAPL / SWRI via AP 

An image taken Monday shows Pluto from 
NASA’s New Horizons spacecraft.TURN TO PLUTO, PAGE A7

Scientists cheer as New Horizons 
spacecraft emerges from 22 hours 

of silence and data collection

By KENNETH CHANG
NEW YORK TIMES


