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OAKMONT OFFICIAL QUITS: 
Association manager steps 
down, citing lack of board 
cooperation, as debate over 
pickleball continues / A3

INSIDE

WINNING NIGHT FOR GIANTS, ATHLETICS »  
Span, Posey lead SF to win over Padres; 
A’s Gray, bullpen shut out Indians.  C1

FATAL PLANE CRASH IN SONOMA VALLEY »  
Investigation continues into cause of 
wreck that killed pilot, hurt 3 others.  A3

COLORFUL 
PERENNIALS »  
Spring isn’t the 
only time to plant 
ornamentals  
to brighten up 
your garden.  D1
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TAKING ORDERS: Michelle Stoffer of Corte Madera orders a snack for her daughter, Nora, 2, from Meghan Harris, left, and Jay Jay Rico at a BI Buzz concession stand 
on the SMART train during a free ride day on Thursday. Becoming Independent will begin employing adults with disabilities at the train concession later this year.  

Buzzing with altruism
BECOMING INDEPENDENT » Nonprofit serving disabled residents 
teams up with SMART to offer concessions aboard commuter trains

Meghan Harris had quit her job at Star-
bucks and gone on hiatus from college 
when a recruiter from Becoming Indepen-

dent contacted the 21-year-old about a “concession-
ista” position with the Santa Rosa-based nonprofit.

A what?
The title wasn’t the only interesting aspect 

of  the job. Harris, who lives with her parents in 
Windsor, would be serving food and beverages 
aboard the first passenger trains to operate in the 

North Bay in more than 60 years. She was hooked.
“When I saw the train, I was pumped,” said 

Harris, who is now more than a month into her 
new job.

Becoming Independent, a local organization 
that has been providing support services for peo-
ple with developmental disabilities in the North 
Bay since 1967, was selected by Sonoma-Marin 
Area Rail Transit to be its exclusive concession-
aire aboard the trains.

The commercial enterprise may seem an odd 

New push to fund transit projects

Bay Area voters may get the 
chance next year to boost bridge 
tolls by as much as $3 to pay for 
more than $4 billion in regional 
transportation projects, includ-
ing $580 million earmarked for 
Sonoma and Marin counties.

The potential funding would 
contribute to fixes for some of  
the North Bay’s most vexing 
roadway problems, including 
the Highway 101 Narrows in No-
vato and flood-prone stretches 
of  Highway 37 across the top of  
San Pablo Bay.

The SMART commuter train 
also would get much of  the 
money needed to extend service 
to Windsor under the spending 
plan fashioned by state lawmak-
ers this week.

A majority of  voters in all nine 

Bay Area counties would have to 
approve toll hikes on seven state-
owned bridges — excluding the 
local district-owned Golden Gate 
Bridge — in order to generate 
funding for $4.2 billion in region-
al transportation projects. 

North Bay counties would 
get 14 percent of  the total rev-
enue. BART would get the big-
gest chunk of  funding at nearly 
$1 billion.

The funding plan is incor-

BRIDGE TOLLS » State bill  
calls for Bay Area voters 
to OK up to $3 increase 
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“Their mission 
is really similar 
to ours. It’s 
a mission of 
serving the 
community.”
JEANNE BELDING,  
SMART spokeswoman

Governors blast Senate’s new health care bill

PROVIDENCE, Rhode Island 
— The nation’s governors, gath-
ered here for their summer an-
nual meeting, came out strongly 
on Friday against the new Sen-
ate bill to repeal the Affordable 
Care Act, turning up the pres-

sure on Republican leaders 
struggling to round up the votes 
to pass the bill next week.

Opposition came not just from 
Democratic governors but from 
Republicans who split along fa-
miliar lines — conservatives who 
said the legislation did not go 
far enough and moderates who 
said it was far too harsh on their 
state’s vulnerable residents.

Gov. Brian Sandoval of  Nevada, 
who at the moment may be the 
most pivotal figure in the health 
care debate, said he had “great 
concerns” with the bill, and all 
but declared that he could not sup-
port any bill that would scale back 
Nevada’s Medicaid program. His 
decision to expand Medicaid un-
der the Affordable Care Act had 
been “a winner for the people of  

our state,” he said of  the govern-
ment health insurance program 
for the poor and disabled.

“I have to be comfortable that 
those 210,000 lives are going to 
continue to enjoy the quality of  
life and health care that they have 
right now,” he said, referring to 
the number of  Nevadans who 

By JONATHAN MARTIN  
AND ALEX BURNS
NEW YORK TIMES
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Traffic packs 
Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge 
toward San 
Rafael. Bay 
Area voters 
may be called 
upon next 
year to raise 
bridge tolls by 
as much as $3 
to fund road 
repairs across 
the region.

Soviet vet 
says he 
also met 
Trump Jr

WASHINGTON — He is a 
veteran of  the Red Army, pho-
tographed in the 1980s with 
fellow soldiers in a Russian 
birch forest. He collects fine art, 
likes opera and owns a nearly  
$2 million townhouse in trendy 
Logan Circle, in the center 
of  Washington. He often zips 
around the city on a bright or-
ange bicycle.

On Fri-
day, Rinat 
Akhmetshin, 
the Soviet 
army veteran, 
revealed anoth-
er detail of  an 
exotic life: He 
was one of  the 
people at the meeting Donald 
Trump Jr. had with a Russian 
lawyer at Trump Tower on June 
9, 2016.

The presence of  Akhmetshin 
adds another development to 
the evolving narrative about 
the gathering, which Trump 
Jr. arranged after learning 
that a Russian lawyer claimed 
to have damaging information 
about Hillary Clinton. The 
news of  Akhmetshin’s atten-
dance shows how the story of  
the meeting keeps changing and 

Former member of KGB  
counterintelligence unit 
accompanied lawyer
By EILEEN SULLIVAN, ADAM 
GOLDMAN AND JO BECKER
NEW YORK TIMES
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TRUMP  
IN FRANCE
President revels 
in military pomp 
and spectacle as 
honored guest of 
French leader for 
Bastille Day  / B1

Friday, July 21st • 6:00pm-8:00pm

Space is limited.
RSVP by July 15 to “TD” Clark 573-4508

Live Jazz Music!

Refreshing summertime
hors d’oeuvres & beverages

Tours of select apartments

Friends House
Patio on The Green

684 Benicia Drive, Santa Rosa


