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Report suggests ways  
to improve service at SR’s 
community development 
department / B1

Empty campuses become summer windfalls

Anyone who thinks that col-
lege campuses are lonely places 
this time of  year should visit 
UC Santa Cruz in the summer.

That sprawling, bucolic cam-
pus hosts scores of  outside ac-
tivities and organizations that 
rent space for meetings, classes, 
parties, sports games and music 
shows. There are contingents of  
cheerleaders trying to perfect 
their yells and leaps, a conven-
tion of  mandolin players who 
perform in a joint concert, a 
school for young would-be rock 
guitarists, training sessions for 
nature educators, and sports 
camps, among other things.

While most of  its regular 
students and faculty are on va-
cation, upward of  1,000 visitors 
a week are in UC Santa Cruz’s 
dorms, lecture halls and cafe-
terias in the summer, accord-
ing to school officials. All that 
brings in about $4.25 million in 
rentals and other revenue and, 
after expenses, nets the UC cam-
pus $1.3 million to help support 
dorm facilities the rest of  the 
year, they said.

“Of course we want to pro-

vide enriching experiences for 
all our visitors, but my goal is 
to bring in revenue,” said San-
di Vargas, UC Santa Cruz’s as-
sistant director of  conference 
services, who helps coordinate 
summer rentals.

All that activity is part of  a 
trend across California and the 
nation for colleges and universi-
ties to seek summertime income 
from otherwise underutilized 
facilities and to keep mainte-

More colleges boosting 
budgets by renting out 
facilities during break

By LARRY GORDON
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Cat custody battle plays out in courtroom

One calls him David. The oth-
er says his name is Whiley.

Two women are battling in 
a Sonoma County court over 
which of  them is the rightful 

owner of  a beloved tuxedo cat.
The black and white feline 

is the subject of  a lawsuit from 
Tiffany Mestas of  Fairfield.

The 35-year-old veterinary 
technician claims the cat went 
missing seven years ago and 
was illegally adopted by Therese 
Weczorek of  Kenwood. When 
Mestas tracked the cat through 
an identification chip, the retired 
nurse wouldn’t hand him over.

“I raised him since he was a 
baby,” Mestas said Wednesday, 

of  the cat she named David, be-
fore a court hearing. “He is very 
important to me.”

Weczorek, 68, who stood a few 
feet away with her boyfriend, de-
clined to comment. Her lawyer 
said she adopted the cat in good 
faith from what she believed 
was a reputable animal rescue 
center in 2010 and didn’t find out 
about the chip until last year. In 
fact, the center where Weczorek 
adopted the cat turned out to be 
an unlicensed facility.

She has declined a $1,000 re-
ward offered by Mestas to give 
back the cat, whom she calls 
Whiley, said one of  her attor-
neys, Leo Bartolotta.

“This is her cat,” he said. 
“She’s had it a long time. It’s 
part of  her family and her life.”

On Wednesday, Judge Elliot 
Daum rejected a bid by Mestas 
to prevent Weczorek from taking 
the cat out of  the county until its 
ownership can be established. 

Fairfield woman sues  
Kenwood woman in attempt 
to reclaim pet after 7 years

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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A cat named David or Whiley is 
at the center of a legal dispute.

State 
tightens 
rules on 
lawns

The era of  lush, green lawns 
adorning new California homes 
moved a dramatic step closer to 
ending Wednesday.

Drought-tolerant plants must 
dominate lawns around new 
homes and businesses across 
California under new regula-
tions unanimously approved by 
the California Water Commis-
sion.

The new rules effectively limit 
the amount of  turf  grass around 
newly constructed homes to 
25  percent of  landscaped area. 
Under prior rules, turf  grass 
could take up about one-third of  
landscaped area.

The restrictions will apply 
to all homes with more than 
500 square feet of  landscaped 
area — essentially, all new, sin-
gle-family, detached homes in 
the state. Old rules applied only 
to new homes with more than 
2,500 square feet of  landscaped 
area. California homes, on aver-
age, feature about 2,500 square 
feet of  landscaping, state offi-
cials said.

The new restrictions also 
effectively eliminate any turf  
grass or other thirsty plants 
around new commercial and 
public development, with a few 
exceptions, state officials said.

Gov. Jerry Brown ordered 
the California Department of  
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By PHILLIP REESE 
and DALE KASLER
SACRAMENTO BEE

Grass strictly limited for new 
homes, all but eliminated  

for commercial construction

RURAL 
RULES:  
Don Hendrix 
walks a horse 
out to pasture 
on Monday. 
Hendrix 
and his wife 
initially were 
told that the 
structures they 
planned to 
build would 
count against 
a size limit.
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PERMIT CONFUSION: Donna Crowley stands in one of the existing structures on her Bennett Valley property south of Santa Rosa on Monday. She and her 
husband, Don Hendrix, were given conflicting answers when they sought permits to build a new barn and storage building on their property.

Size limit criticized
New policy limits ‘accessory’ buildings to combined  

3,000 square feet for residential properties in rural Sonoma County

A controversial new 
policy that sets 
limits on how much 

homeowners are allowed 
to build on residential land 
in unincorporated Sonoma 
County is causing a stir 
among property rights ad-
vocates, agriculture groups 
and some construction 
companies.

Under the policy, which 
went into effect this month, 

property owners who want 
to add buildings such as de-
tached garages, workshops 
or barns to their land 
cannot construct more 
than 3,000 square feet total 
in addition to the main 
residence, for the lifetime 
of  the property. Any future 
building would take into 
account the square footage 
of  structures already on 
the land.

County officials say the 
new policy, outlined under 
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