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ADDING LINKS TO SMART: Sonoma County 
Transit launches new routes, revises others 
to coordinate with commuter rail service / A3
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HEALDSBURG WATER CARNIVAL » 
Hundreds head to river for day of 
cooling off, having good time.  A3

AIRPORT’S FLYING HIGH » County 
hub seeing rare, steady growth  
as more carriers offer routes.  E1

A WAY TO MEDITATE » Tibetan 
artist Dhargyal creates coloring 
book of his original artwork.  D1
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AMONG THE VINES: Tom Rodrigues, right, chats Thursday with vineyard manager Francisco Fernandez about summer vine maintenance at Rodrigues’ Maple Creek 
Winery near Yorkville. Rodrigues, a board member for Mendocino Winegrowers and the Mendocino Cannabis Industry Association, sees the two industries colliding soon.   

Can wine, cannabis 
industries team up?

While some see opportunity, 
others see competition for 
customers, labor, storage

When Tom Rodrigues looks out the win-
dow at his Yorkville winery, he can see 
two worlds collide.

Some of  the most coveted wines in the United 
States emerge from the vineyards of  California’s 
North Coast. But in the hills overlooking his 
Mendocino County winery, and just to the north 
in California’s famed Emerald Triangle, another 
thriving crop is pulling millions of  dollars into 
the region: cannabis.

Increasingly, these two worlds are bumping 
into each other as the state’s newly legalized can-
nabis industry steps out from the shadows and 
begins to vie openly with California’s long-estab-
lished wine industry for workers, water, land and 
customers.

The two industries find themselves facing 
a common question: Are they competitors or 
collaborators?

The answer is complicated and depends on 
who you ask. Rodrigues, who straddles both 
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CONVERTING A WINERY 
SITE: Flow Kana property 
director Sean Quinn pauses in a 
former Fetzer Winery tank room 
where the Flow Cannabis Insti-
tute plans to build a marijuana 
processing facility.  

NORTH COAST » TWO WORLDS COLLIDING

Climate bill holds key to end fee

Tucked into a much-debated state 
bill that would renew California’s 
cap-and-trade program to cut green-
house gas emissions is an unherald-
ed provision that may come as good 

news to tens of  thousands of  rural 
North Coast residents.

If  passed, it would eliminate a hot-
ly contested wildfire prevention fee 
paid by rural homeowners for the 
past five years, amounting to more 
than $318 million statewide.

The proposed repeal is a product 
of  high-stakes negotiations aimed at 
shoring up support for the cap-and-
trade program, a central pillar of  
Gov. Jerry Brown’s climate change 
agenda. Floor votes are expected 

Monday in both the Senate and As-
sembly amid significant political 
rancor.

Though dwarfed by the larger is-
sues framing debate in Sacramento, 
the fee repeal in Assembly Bill 398 — 
the Global Warming Solutions Act — 
is a welcome move for fee opponents, 
including many legislators repre-
senting rural Northern California.

“This has been a controversial ini-
tiative since it’s inception,” said state 
Sen. Mike McGuire, D-Healdsburg.

The State Responsibility Area, or 
SRA fee, adopted in 2011 and imposed 
a year later, was meant to annually 
offset $80 million diverted away from 
Cal Fire, the state firefighting and 
forestry agency, as state lawmakers 
confronted a gaping recession-era 
budget deficit.

 The now-$152.33-a-year fee is as-
sessed on approximately 800,000 
properties statewide with habitable 

WILDFIRE PREVENTION »  
Deal would eliminate yearly 
charge for rural landowners 
By MARY CALLAHAN
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STATE’S PUSH 
ON INITIATIVE 
Ahead of vote 
on Monday, 
lawmakers make 
last-minute  
appeal for sup-
port on climate 
change program 
that could act as 
global model / A8
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Senate 
delays 
health 
law vote 

WASHINGTON — Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell said 
Saturday he will delay consider-
ation of  health care legislation 
in the Senate, after Sen. John 
McCain’s announced absence 
following surgery left Republi-
cans short of  
votes on their 
marquee legis-
lation.

McConnell’s 
announcement 
amounted to 
another set-
back for GOP 
efforts, promot-
ed by President 
Donald Trump, 
to repeal 
and replace 
“Obamacare” 
after years of  
promises. Mc-
Connell issued 
his statement not long after 
McCain’s office disclosed that 
he had undergone surgery to re-
move a blood clot from above his 
left eye, and had been advised 
by his doctors to stay in Arizona 
next week to recover.

With McConnell’s health care 
legislation already hanging by 
a thread in the Senate with no 
votes to spare, McCain’s absence 
meant it would become impos-
sible for the majority leader to 
round up the votes needed to 
move forward with the bill next 
week as planned.

“While John is recovering, the 
Senate will continue our work 
on legislative items and nomi-
nations, and will defer consid-
eration of  the Better Care Act,” 

McCain’s absence due to 
blood clot surgery leaves 
GOP short of votes
By ERICA WERNER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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INSIDE
 ■ Centerpiece 

of Senate GOP’s 
plan to repeal 
and replace the 
health law raising 
fears over ‘junk 
insurance’ / A11

 ■Nevada’s 
Sandoval could 
hold the power 
to sink or save  
the health care 
bill Senate GOP 
leaders hope 
to pass / B3
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