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GOP undeterred by vote delay

WASHINGTON — A top Senate 
Republican vowed on Sunday to 
bring the party’s health care bill to 
a vote as soon as possible, even as de-
tractors said they would use a delay 
caused by the absence of  Sen. John 
McCain to mobilize further opposi-

tion to the measure.
“I believe as soon as we have a full 

contingent of  senators, that we’ll 
have that vote,” the No. 2 Senate 
Republican, John Cornyn of  Texas, 
said on NBC’s “Meet the Press.”

But questions emerged Sunday 
over when that might be. McCain, 
80, had a craniotomy — a procedure 
in which doctors create an opening 
in the skull — on Friday to remove a 
blood clot above his left eye, and he 
is recovering at home in Arizona. A 
statement from his office had indi-
cated that he would be out this week, 

but neurosurgeons not involved 
with McCain’s surgery said the re-
covery period for such a procedure 
was often longer.

“For most patients, the time to re-
cover from a craniotomy is usually 
a few weeks,” said Dr. Nrupen Baxi, 
an assistant professor of  neurosur-
gery at the Albert Einstein College 
of  Medicine in New York City.

McCain’s surgeons are not giving 
interviews, and his communications 
director, Julie Tarallo, said no fur-
ther information was available.

Aides to the Senate majority lead-

er, Mitch McConnell of  Kentucky, 
said it was unclear how long the de-
lay would last.

The timing of  the Senate vote is 
crucial. The more it is delayed, the 
more likely the bill is to fail, support-
ers and opponents say. Moreover, 
the Senate schedule will soon be 
packed with other legislation, like 
an increase in the statutory limit on 
federal borrowing and spending bills 
for the fiscal year that starts Oct. 1. 
In addition, Republicans are eager to 

Senate’s No. 2 Cornyn vows 
tally as soon as possible but 
critics say bill needs work 
By ROBERT PEAR
NEW YORK TIMES
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Sen. John 
Cornyn
Republican 
acknowledged 
uncertainty of 
vote’s outcome.

ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Marilee Diehl sits in her van Saturday at one of the designated safe parking lots for homeless people in Santa Rosa. “We are not the face of 
homelessness that everyone sees. We don’t need a handout; we just need a hand up, a safe place to get back on our feet again,” she said.

Safe parking downsized
Sonoma County program providing sites for homeless 
people to stay in their cars overnight loses some funding

Sonoma County’s safe parking pro-
gram, a widely praised effort pro-
viding sanctioned locations where 

homeless people can sleep in their cars 
overnight, is shrinking starting today, 
though advocates say they have been able 
to reserve a spot for everyone who asked 
for one and intend to expand again.

The program is dwindling from eight 
sites offering 76 spots to three sites 
offering 40 spots, due largely to a state 
funding reduction that prompted Catholic 

Charities, which administers the effort, to 
request county officials shift money away 
from the program in order to prevent cuts 
at its Family Support Center.

A separate Santa Rosa City Council pro-
posal that could have provided funding for 
safe parking failed to move forward last 
week. Like their county colleagues, city 
officials continue to wrestle with how to 
best spend funds on homeless services — 
an area with needs exceeding the available 
resources. 

So far, Catholic Charities has transi-
tioned 15 people from the parking program 
into shelter, and most of  the spots at the 

three sites where safe parking will contin-
ue have been filled, according to Jennie-
lynn Holmes, the organization’s director 
of  shelter and housing. Catholic Charities 
also intends to expand the program back 
up to 55 spots because the organization 
just secured the third site at a private lot 
near Cleveland Avenue.

Still, Holmes acknowledged the transi-
tion for the parking program, one of  the 
first she was personally involved in start-
ing at Catholic Charities, has been difficult. 

“I remember being there the very first 

By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim 
Bin Hamad Al-Thani

UAE 
linked 
to hack 
in Qatar

The United Arab Emirates 
orchestrated the hacking of  
Qatari government news and 
social media sites in order to 
post incendiary false quotes at-
tributed to Qatar’s emir, Sheikh 
Tamim Bin Hamad al-Thani, in 
late May that sparked the ongo-
ing upheaval between Qatar and 
its neighbors, according to U.S. 
intelligence officials.

Officials became aware last 
week that newly analyzed infor-
mation gathered by U.S. intelli-
gence agencies confirmed that 
on May 23, senior members of  
the UAE government discussed 
the plan and its implementa-
tion. The officials said it re-
mains unclear whether the UAE 
carried out the hacks itself  or 
contracted to have them done. 
The false reports said that the 
emir, among other things, had 
called Iran an “Islamic power” 
and praised Hamas.

The hacks and posting took 
place on May 24, shortly after 
President Donald Trump com-
pleted a lengthy counterterror-

Fake pro-Iran quotes 
from Qatari leader drew 
US into diplomatic spat
By KAREN DEYOUNG AND 
ELLEN NAKASHIMA
WASHINGTON POST
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