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CONNECTING THE 
COIN SHOP DOTS »  
Police offering 
reward to help 
catch men who 
tried to rob Santa 
Rosa store.   A3

HOME RUN DERBY,  
HOMETOWN HERO »  
Bryce Harper 
made Washington 
— and his 
father— beam 
with pride.   B1

HELSINKI — President Don-
ald Trump stood next to Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of  Russia 
on Monday and publicly chal-
lenged the conclusion of  his 
own intelligence agencies that 
Moscow interfered in the 2016 
presidential election, wrapping 
up what he called a “deeply pro-
ductive” summit meeting with 
an extraordinary show of  trust 
for a leader accused of  attacking 
U.S. democracy. 

In a remarkable news con-
ference, Trump did not name 
a single action for which Putin 
should be held accountable. In-
stead, he saved his sharpest crit-
icism for the United States and 
the special counsel investigation 
into the election interference, 
calling it a “ridiculous” probe 

and a “witch hunt” that has kept 
the two countries apart.

Trump even questioned the 
determinations by his intelli-
gence officials that Russia had 
meddled in the election.

“They said they think it’s Rus-
sia,” Trump said. “I have Presi-
dent Putin; he just said it’s not 

Russia,” the president contin-
ued, only moments after Putin 
conceded that he had wanted 
Trump to win the election be-
cause of  his promises of  warm-
er relations with Moscow.

“I will say this: I don’t see any 
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President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin shake hands Monday at a meeting at the Presidential Palace in Helsinki, Finland. 

Trump questions 2016 
meddling at Putin’s side

US president turns focus 
to Mueller investigation, 
calling it a ‘witch hunt’
By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
NEW YORK TIMES
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Security removes a protester before a news conference Monday  
between President Donald Trump and Russia President Vladimir Putin.

INSIDE Russian who sought Trump-Putin meetings charged / A6 ■ Republicans rebuke Trump as Dems demand action / A7

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump, who 
gleefully defies the norms of 
presidential behavior, went 
somewhere in Helsinki on 
Monday where none of  his 
predecessors have ever gone: 
He accepted the explanation 
of  a hostile foreign leader 
over the findings of  his own 
intelligence agencies.

Trump’s declaration that 
he saw no reason not to be-
lieve President Vladimir 
Putin when he said the 
Russians did not try to 
fix the 2016 election was  
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Diplomatic 
traditions 
upended
By MARK LANDLER
NEW YORK TIMES
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County  
to pay  
$1.9M 
to settle

 Sonoma County has agreed 
to pay a record-setting $1.9 mil-
lion to the family of  a Santa 
Rosa man who killed himself  
in 2014 after sheriff’s deputies 
pumped tear gas into the attic 
where he was hiding during an 
all-night standoff.

The family of  Glenn Swind-
ell, a 39-year-old grocery store 
employee, sued the county and 
the deputies involved in feder-
al court, alleging the sheriff’s 
SWAT unit launched an un-
warranted, militarized siege 
on Swindell’s home that lasted 
nearly 12 hours and forced the 
man to take his own life. 

Sheriff’s officials at the time 
claimed deputies complied with 
department policies, but on 
Monday Sheriff Rob Giordano 
said they knew right away that 
procedures were violated by 
one employee, who no longer 
works for the department. Gior-
dano said the county is settling 
the case because “one of  our 
employees didn’t follow proper 
procedures.”

“One person made some mis-
takes that impacted our ability 
to handle this call,” Giordano 
said. 

The sheriff declined to de-
scribe the mistakes made at 
the scene, saying he is barred 
from discussing them because 
of  California laws preventing 
public disclosure of  police mis-
conduct. 

The terms of  the settlement 
were agreed upon May 17 in U.S. 
District Court in San Francisco, 
and the Sonoma County Board 
of  Supervisors approved the 
settlement during a closed-ses-
sion discussion July 10.

The family’s attorney, Arnol-
do Casillas, said the settlement 
“was in everybody’s best inter-
est.”

“My clients are certainly hap-
py to put this behind them and 
move forward with their lives,” 
said Casillas, who declined to 
comment further on the case. 

The settlement with the 
Swindell family appears to be 
the largest payout by Sonoma 

Family of man who 
killed himself in 2014 
standoff to get payment 
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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The old coin-operated parking meters 
Santa Rosa kicked to the curb years 
ago in favor of  more high-tech models 

have popped back up in downtown, but not to 
nickel-and-dime drivers. 

The discarded meters have reared their 
heads again in the form of  a piece of  pub-
lic art, which sprang up over the weekend 
on Fifth Street beside the Exchange Bank 
drive-thru. 

“I think it’s cool. I can’t wait to see what 
it does,” Curt Barnickel said Monday as he 
surveyed the sculpture across the street from 
his Agent Ink Gallery. “It went in fast. I can 
tell you it wasn’t here Saturday.”

A team based out of  the Sebastopol maker-
space Chimera installed the curious con-
traption Sunday. Titled “Meter Made,” the 
piece is made up of  80 recycled meter heads 
mounted on a vase-shaped substructure and 
topped with a solar panel. 

Once the wiring is complete in coming 
weeks, people will be able to fully appreci-
ate the interactive light display at the heart 
of  the work, said Dana Woodman, the lead 
artist. 
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Discarded parking meters 
find new home as sculpture

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A newly installed scultpure on 5th Street in Santa Rosa is constructed of parking 
meters. When complete, the sculpture will light up, and it will be motion-activated.

SANTA ROSA » Tower of old coin 
machines will light up at night 
and react to pedestrians’ motion


