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WIN FOR CAP AND TRADE: 
State lawmakers extend 
Gov. Brown’s climate 
change initiative through 
2030 / A3

INSIDE

GOP 
health 
bill falls 
apart

WASHINGTON — Two more 
Republican senators declared 
Monday night that they would 
oppose the Senate Republican 
bill to repeal the Affordable 
Care Act, killing, for now, a 
7-year-old promise to overturn 
President Barack Obama’s sig-
nature domestic achievement.

The announcement by Sens. 
Mike Lee of  Utah and Jerry Mo-
ran of  Kansas left their leaders 
at least two votes short of  the 
number needed to begin debate 
on their bill to dismantle the 
health law. Two other Repub-
lican senators, Rand Paul of  
Kentucky and Susan Collins of  
Maine, had already said they 
would not support a procedural 
step to begin debate.

With four solid votes against 
the bill, Republican leaders now 
have two options.

They can try to rewrite it in a 
way that can secure 50 Repub-
lican votes, a seeming impossi-
bility since the defecting sen-
ators are not suggesting small 
changes to the existing bill but 
a fresh start. Or they can work 
with Democrats on a narrower 
measure to fix the flaws in the 
Affordable Care Act that both 
parties acknowledge.

Sen. Mitch McConnell, the 
Republican leader, conceded 

By THOMAS KAPLAN 
AND ROBERT PEAR
NEW YORK TIMES

At least 4 Republican 
senators now opposed, 
killing measure for now
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Work begins on 54 miles of county roads

Workers began improve-
ments Monday to about 54 
miles of  pavement in Sonoma 
County’s unincorporated ar-
eas, continuing a $65 million 
effort launched about five 
years ago to revitalize the re-
gion’s vast and beleaguered 
road system.

Beginning with crack-seal-

ing to roads outside Sebastopol 
and Santa Rosa, this summer’s 
$13.2 million pavement pro-
gram will eventually include 
a more substantial rehabilita-
tion of  aging roads from Clo-
verdale to the Sonoma Valley. 
Once the 54 mile-program is 
finished, the county will have 
provided a face-lift to more 
than 260 miles since the 2012-

Stuart Levin, 
left, Oliver 
Page and 
Marcus 
Hernandez 
clear brush 
Monday from 
the side of 
Ludwig Road 
outside Santa 
Rosa. 
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SACRAMENTO — A full-fledged 
housing crisis has gripped Califor-
nia, marked by a severe lack of  af-
fordable homes and apartments for 
middle-class families. The median 

cost of  a home here is now a stagger-
ing $500,000, twice the national cost. 
Homelessness is surging across the 
state.

In Los Angeles, booming with con-
struction and signs of  prosperity, 
some people have given up on find-
ing a place and have moved into vans 
with makeshift kitchens, hidden 
away in quiet neighborhoods. In Sil-
icon Valley — an international sym-
bol of  wealth and technology — lines 
of  parked recreational vehicles are 
a daily testimony to the challenges 

of  finding an affordable place to call 
home.

Heather Lile, a nurse who makes 
$180,000 a year, commutes two hours 
from her home in Manteca to the 
San Francisco hospital where she 
works, 80 miles away. “I make real-
ly good money and it’s frustrating to 
me that I can’t afford to live close to 
my job,” Lile said.

The extreme rise in housing costs 
has emerged as a threat to the state’s 
future economy and its quality of  
life. It has pushed the debate over 

housing to the center of  state and 
local politics, fueling a resurgent 
rent control movement and the 
growth of  neighborhood “Yes in 
My Back Yard” organizations, bat-
tling long-established neighborhood 
groups and local elected officials as 
they demand an end to strict zoning 
and planning regulations.

Now here in Sacramento, lawmak-
ers are considering extraordinary 
legislation to, in effect, crack down 

State may intervene on housing
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Frustrated with cities’ lack 
of urgency, lawmakers seek 
to hasten homebuilding
By ADAM NAGOURNEY 
AND CONOR DOUGHERTY
NEW YORK TIMES

State Sen. 
Scott Wiener
Proposed legisla-
tion to encourage 
building.
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Newlyweds Dan and Rebecca Wells of Citrus Heights share a kiss after their wedding ceremony Saturday atop Bodega Head in Bodega Bay.

Hospitality and its costs

As Bodega Bay residents and 
owners of  a popular kite and 
candy shop in the seaside town, 

David and Fiona Love identify with 
both sides of  an increasingly conten-
tious debate over tourism’s impacts in 
Sonoma County.

“Of course, I want more people to 
come here, otherwise, I don’t pay my 
mortgage,” Fiona Love said Monday. 
“But from the standpoint of  people 
who live here, I sense their frustra-
tion. They can’t move around on the 

weekends.”
Cities and communities across 

Sonoma County are wrangling with 
the benefits and costs of  tourism, one 
of  the region’s main economic engines. 
The debate — touching on the spread 
of  tasting rooms and wineries, the toll 
on roads and emergency services — 
has not been lost on those whose mis-
sion is to promote the tourism industry 
and Sonoma County as a destination. 

The Sonoma County Tourism 
Bureau has launched what it bills as 
a listening tour for residents to weigh 

Industry used to luring outsiders invites input from those already here
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Ronnie Trevino of Pinole visited Candy and Kites in 
Bodega Bay on Saturday with his son Reece.


