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City worker Jose Magana Flores pulls weeds by hand at Steele Lane Park in Santa Rosa on Monday.

Rounding up herbicides

Santa Rosa rethinking weed killer use, rebidding city landscape contract

GLYPHOSATE » CHEMICAL LISTED AS CARCINOGEN 

Santa Rosa is the latest Sonoma Coun-
ty city to take a harder look at how it 
uses synthetic herbicides like Round-

up following the state’s action to list the 
key ingredient in the weed killer as a 
known cause of  cancer.

The City Council agreed Tuesday to re-
bid a large landscaping contract to see if  
there are maintenance options that don’t 
use glyphosate-based herbicides such as 
Roundup, or neonicotinoids, a class of  in-
secticides suspected of  contributing to the 
demise of  bee populations.

The city will seek bids for landscaping 
methods using common chemical sprays, 

as well as bids using more organic methods 
outlined by the Russian River Watershed 
Association. 

“I will be very interested to see the Rus-
sian River-friendly proposal,” said Coun-
cilman Chris Rogers, who urged the city 
rethink its approach. 

The move was the latest by a local gov-
ernment amid rising regulatory and sci-
entific scrutiny of  glyphosate, listed this 
month by California as a cancer-causing 
agent over the objection of  agrichemical gi-
ant and Roundup maker Monsanto, which 
contends it is safe when used appropriate-
ly.  

Petaluma spent a year studying alterna-
tives to Roundup and similar weed killers, 
largely suspending their use. The city con-

cluded that using products that did not con-
tain glyphosate were less effective at erad-
icating weeds, cost significantly more and 
required more applications. But the city 
parks manager is now crafting proposed 
rules that would prohibit glyphosate-based 
sprays in parks. 

Sonoma County’s Regional Parks de-
partment favors mechanical weed remov-
al, including mowing and discing, as well 
as sheep grazing where possible. The costs 
for such options can be 10 times higher 
or more than chemical treatments, said 
Regional Parks Deputy Director Melanie 
Parker. 

The choice reflects an abundance of  cau-

GOP lawmakers give state climate law a boost

SACRAMENTO — When 
California lawmakers backed 
a landmark law that seeks to 
combat global warming, the key 
support came from a surprising 
group of  legislators: Republi-
cans.

As the GOP nationally looks 
to roll back climate policies, a 
contingent of  California Repub-
licans is tentatively embracing 
them in defiance of  much of  
their party’s base and its con-

gressional leaders.
California’s top Republican 

Assemblyman and a handful 
of  his colleagues are looking to 
put a conservative imprint on 
climate policy and a new face 
on their party, which has seen 
its influence steadily decline in 
the state.

“California is different from 
the rest of  the country, and Cal-
ifornia Republicans are differ-
ent,” said Chad Mayes, the As-
sembly GOP leader. “The truth 
is, there are a large number of  
California Republican constit-
uents who believe that we have 
to do something about climate 
change.”

Mayes, 40, the son of  a preach-
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A truck drives into the Valero Benicia Refinery on July 12. Lawmakers 
from both parties voted to extend the state’s cap-and-trade program, 
which puts a price on carbon emitted by polluters.

Republicans, heeding 
constituents, ignored 
national counterparts
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Home 
sales are 
highest 
in 2 years

Sonoma County home sales 
last month rose to their highest 
level in nearly two years, but 
buyers still must contend with 
high prices and low inventory.

The median single-family 
price in June hit $627,000, ac-
cording to The Press Demo-
crat’s monthly housing report, 
compiled by Pacific Union In-
ternational senior vice presi-
dent Rick Laws. The median 
price increased nearly 5 percent 
from a year earlier and remains 
close to its March record peak of  
$635,000.

Meanwhile, the Bay Area’s 
median home price last month 
hit a record $908,700, according 
to the California Association of  
Realtors. 

The organization said Tues-
day that roughly one in four 
families in the nine-county re-
gion could afford such a home.

The high prices already have 
caused residents to leave Cal-
ifornia for states with lower 
home prices, said Leslie Ap-
pleton-Young, the association’s 
chief  economist.

“We’re seeing an accelera-
tion of  outmigration because of  
housing,” she said.

County home buyers pur-
chased 501 single-family hous-
es in June, the largest number 
for any month since July 2015. 
However, the results appear to 
analysts to be a brief  correc-
tion from a slow winter and 
spring rather than a sign of  
a housing market on the up-
swing.

Sales may have taken a bounce 
last month, but it still amounts 
to “bouncing on the bottom,” 
said Mike Kelly, an agent with 

Market still has high 
prices few can afford 
and low inventory
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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GOP admits defeat on bill
REPEAL, REPLACE » Senate can’t make good on 
vow to overhaul Obamacare after lawmakers rebel
By JULIET EILPERIN, SEAN 
SULLIVAN AND ED O’KEEFE
WASHINGTON POST
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WASHINGTON — Senate Re-
publicans all but admitted de-
feat Tuesday in their seven-year 
quest to overturn the Afford-
able Care Act, acknowledging 

they lacked the votes to make 
good on their vow to “repeal 
and replace” President Barack 
Obama’s signature legislative 
accomplishment.

Hours after GOP leaders 
abandoned a bill to overhaul the 
law known as Obamacare, their 
fallback plan — a proposal to re-

peal major parts of  the law with-
out replacing them — quickly 
collapsed. A trio of  moderate 
Republicans quashed the idea, 
saying it would irresponsibly 
snatch insurance coverage from 
millions of  Americans.

“I did not come to Washington 
to hurt people,” tweeted Sen. 
Shelley Moore Capito, R-West 
Virginia, who joined Sens. Su-
san Collins, R-Maine, and Lisa 
Murkowski, R-Alaska, in oppos-

ing immediate repeal.
Senate Majority 

Leader Mitch McCon-
nell, R-Kentucky, who 
spent weeks trying to 
knit together his frac-
tious caucus in support 
of  the original GOP leg-
islation, said he would nonethe-
less schedule a vote “early next 
week” on the repeal plan. But he 
appeared to acknowledge that it 
seemed doomed.

“This has been a 
very, very challenging 
experience for all of  
us,” McConnell told 
reporters. “It’s pretty 
obvious that we don’t 
have 50 members who 
can agree on a replace-

ment.”
The collapse of  the effort 

marks a devastating political de-
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Analysis: Divisions 
within GOP, lack of 
alternative doomed 
latest attempt at 
health care 
overhaul / B1


