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STILL ONE CALIFORNIA: 
State supreme court 
removes measure from 
ballot aimed at splitting 
state into three parts  / B1

INSIDE

The family that owns the Ken-
dall-Jackson wine empire has 
unveiled plans to build nearly 
100 homes on the former Wikiup 
Golf  Course, converting half  of  
the 31-acre property into a hous-
ing development.

The remaining half  of  the 
property, renamed Wikiup Com-
mons, would be dedicated to 
open space or parkland, includ-
ing a possible trail along Mark 
West Creek.

The development would place 
39 homes and eight secondary 
housing units on 5 acres in the 
northern part of  the property, 
near Pheasant and Carriage 
Lane. The secondary units, or 
“granny units,” would accom-
pany a single-family home.

On the southern side, there 

would be 59 homes and three sec-
ondary units on about 10 acres. 
The homes would range in size 
from about 1,000 to 2,800 square 
feet, according to an open letter 
to neighbors by Katie Jackson, 
vice president for sustainability 
and external affairs at Jackson 
Family Wines. 

“The diversity of  housing 
proposed would offer first-time 
home buyers the chance to en-
joy our beautiful community 
while providing those wishing 
to downsize a perfect opportu-

nity to be a part of  our neigh-
borhood,” Jackson wrote after 
introducing the proposed plans 
at a July 11 meeting.

While there’s a desperate 
need for housing in Sonoma 
County, many Larkfield-Wikiup 
residents expressed opposition 
at a June meeting to high-den-
sity housing in the area. Several 
say the current proposal tries to 
squeeze too much housing into 
the neighborhood north of  San-
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Kaiser Permanente patients and staff evacuate after an explosion Wednesday involving a tanker truck carrying liquid oxygen at the Kaiser 
Permanente medical office building at 3975 Old Redwood Highway in Santa Rosa .

Blast shuts freeway, 
prompts evacuation

SANTA ROSA » EXPLOSION AT KAISER OFFICE

Problem delivering oxygen starts fire; tanker truck driver hurt

An explosion involving a tanker truck 
delivering liquid oxygen Wednesday after-
noon outside a Kaiser Permanente medical 
office building prompted the evacuation 
of  patients and employees at the campus 
north of  Santa Rosa. Nearby Highway 101 
was shut for about two hours.

Both medical offices located on the Old 
Redwood Highway property about a mile 
north of  Kaiser’s main hospital campus 
were evacuated, with patients being escort-
ed or taken away on stretchers. No patients 
or staff were hurt, but the tanker’s driver 
was transported to a nearby hospital for 
treatment of  significant injuries.

One of  the facilities, Building 4 at 3925 Old 
Redwood Highway, will open for business 
as usual today, Kaiser said Wednesday 
evening. The other facility, Building 5 at 
3975  Old Redwood Highway, will remain 
closed “for further inspections,” according 

By J.D. MORRIS, HANNAH BEAUSANG, 
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Homes planned for ex-golf course site
Kendall-Jackson family 
plan for Wikiup housing 
stirs some opposition
By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Oxygen leaks from a tanker truck after an explosion Wednesday at the Kaiser Permanente 
medical office building in Santa Rosa.

Trump 
answer 
adds to 
turmoil

WASHINGTON — For the 
third straight day, President 
Donald Trump cast doubt on 
whether he views Russia as a 
threat, despite warnings from 
his own government that Mos-
cow continues to target the Unit-
ed States with hostile actions. 
Trump triggered a new uproar 
Wednesday morning when he 
appeared to suggest that Rus-
sia is no longer 
seeking to in-
terfere in U.S. 
elections — 
prompting the 
White House 
to assert hours 
later that his 
words had been 
misconstrued.

At the start 
of  a Cabinet 
meeting at the White House, a 
reporter asked Trump, “Is Rus-
sia still targeting the U.S., Mr. 
President?”

“Thank you very much. No,” 
Trump responded, shaking his 
head.

“No? You don’t believe that to 
be the case?” the reporter said.

“No,” Trump repeated.
He went on to say that no 

president has been tougher on 
Russia than he has. “I think 
President Putin knows that bet-
ter than anybody, certainly a lot 
better than the media,” Trump 
told reporters.

Trump’s remarks again ap-
peared to contradict his top 
advisers on the threat posed 
by Russia, just one day after he 
said he accepted the conclusion 
of  U.S. intelligence officials on 
Moscow’s interference in the 
2016 presidential campaign.

President seesaws on 
whether Russia is still 
targeting US elections
By JOHN WAGNER 
AND FELICIA SONMEZ
WASHINGTON POST
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President Donald Trump
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 ■ Trump aides  

in the dark 
over president’s 
private meeting 
with Putin / B1

 ■ Suspected 
Russian agent 
denied bail / B1
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