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2 fatally stabbed in Laytonville
2 hurt in rampage at home;
suspect, 19, told friend about
plans to kill, sheriff says
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMO C RAT

A 17-year-old boy and a 52-year-old
man were stabbed to death at a home
early Sunday near Laytonville in
northern Mendocino County during
a bloody rampage that Sheriff Tom
Allman described as a “mass tragedy.”

Two other people, a 52-year-old
man and a 54-year-old woman, also
were critically wounded in the attack, which unfolded inside the
Meadow Lane home shortly after
midnight Sunday.
Authorities arrested 19-year-old
Talen Clark Barton at the house
and jailed him on suspicion of two
counts of murder and two counts of
attempted murder. Allman said Barton was staying at the home in what
witnesses described as a “foster care
situation.”
Allman said Sunday that investi-

gators had yet to uncover a motive
for the attack. He said Barton in recent weeks told a friend that he was
planning to kill people. But the sheriff said that information was not relayed to authorities. He said investigators are looking into whether such
information “should have been given
to law enforcement to prevent these
heinous crimes.”
Based upon interviews with authorities and those who know Barton, a portrait emerged Sunday of
a troubled young man. Allman said
Barton himself called 911 to re-

port the attack and that the suspect
smoked marijuana while he was on
the phone with emergency dispatchers.
The call took place about 30 minutes after the deadly attack began.
According to Allman, Barton
retrieved a 12-inch knife from the
kitchen and went to the bedroom
where the 17-year-old boy slept. He
said Barton began stabbing the boy,
resulting in a “violent struggle” and
the teen’s death.
A 54-year-old woman who reTURN TO STABBED, PAGE A7

“Unfortunately for us, the KKK, skinheads, these hate groups
turned (the flag) into a symbol of hatred. That is part of why we do this.”
MARK PRICE, Civil War re-enactor
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County
migrant
numbers
decline
Nearly 10% drop in number
of undocumented immigrants
since 2001 tied to recession
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
T HE P R ES S D EM O CR AT
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Confederate flag bearer Seth Larsson, 13, stands with other re-enactors during Civil War Days on Sunday in Duncans Mills.

Civil War re-enactors in Duncans Mills address Confederate flag controversy
By JULIE JOHNSON
TH E P RE S S D E MO C RAT

Confederate
cavalry
re-enactors
charge into
a mock battle
during the
Civil War Days
on Sunday in
Duncans Mills.

O

ne week after the Confederate battle flag was
permanently lowered from the grounds of the
South Carolina State House, the iconic image
of the secessionist South waved in the wind Sunday at
a Duncans Mills pasture in west Sonoma County.
The setting was the annual Civil War Days extravaganza, which started Saturday and continued
Sunday at the Casini Ranch, on the southern banks of
the Russian River. Hundreds marched in itchy wool
uniforms and brandished muskets to re-enact clashes
between Union and Confederate soldiers in a dry,
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The number of undocumented immigrants in Sonoma
County has fallen by 10 percent,
or about 3,500 people, since the
turn of the century, a significant
decline largely
caused by the INSIDE
Great
Reces- Where do
sion, according undocumented
to a new state- immigrants live?
wide report.
A look at the
In 2013, there numbers / A7
were
about
38,500 undocumented immigrants living
in Sonoma County, according
to estimates by the nonpartisan Public Policy Institute of
California, or PPIC. That was
a sharp drop from the estimated 41,000 unauthorized immigrants living in the county in
2008, and the 42,000 in 2001.
The most significant decline
came between 2008 and 2011,
said Joe Hayes, co-author of
the PPIC report, released last
month.
The decline in Sonoma County mirrors state and national
trends, with the recession seen
as the common cause for the
drop in undocumented immigrant numbers. Tough economic times, Hayes said, drove illegal immigrants out of the state
and out of the country.
“Everybody seems to agree,
economic opportunity is what
drives immigration and that’s
exactly what’s happening,”
Hayes said.
The PPIC calculates that in
2013 there were 15,500 undocumented immigrants in Napa
County and a combined 7,100 in
Mendocino and Lake counties.
Both estimates are down from
TURN TO MIGRANT, PAGE A7

State climate bill could set global example
Brown among officials
going to Vatican to
discuss global warming
By CHRIS MEGERIAN
LOS ANGELES T I ME S

SACRAMENTO — When California Gov. Jerry Brown visits
the Vatican this week for an international conference, he’ll be
carrying a resolution from state
lawmakers supporting Pope
Francis’ recent encyclical on cli-

mate change.
He’s hoping the Legislature
will send an even stronger message later this year by passing
new environmental rules aimed
at helping California slash
greenhouse-gas emissions over
the next few decades.
Approval of the legislation,
intended to enact goals outlined
by the governor this year, would
bolster Brown’s calls for global
action on climate change with a
display of regulatory muscle in
his own state.
Oil companies have ramped

up opposition, and utilities are
angling for changes in the bill
that would make it easier for
them to fulfill requirements to
produce renewable energy. But
so far, no one has been able to
stop the legislation, which has
passed the state Senate and is
advancing in the Assembly.
Senate leader Kevin de Leon,
a Democrat, one of the bill’s authors and its most high-profile
champion in the Legislature,
has been meeting individually
with Assembly members to furTURN TO CLIMATE, PAGE A7
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A conference at
the Vatican will
focus on climate
change and
modern slavery.
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Brown
The governor is
set to address
the gathering
Tuesday and
Wednesday.

Comics
Crossword
Editorial
Horoscope
Lotto

B6
B7
B4
C5
A2

Movies
B7
Obituaries B3
Scoreboard C4
State news B2
TV
C5

©2015 The Press Democrat

