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A burned structure stands atop a hill on Yaqui Gulch Road as a wildfire burns near Mariposa on Wednesday. Below, firefighters approach a vacant 
house as flames burn in the distance. The 4-day-old blaze nearly doubled in size overnight from 40 to 70 square miles.

Fire races near park
MARIPOSA COUNTY » Flames threaten 1,500 homes, 29 structures 
burn as residents flee Gold Rush-era towns near Yosemite

Water 
chief gets 
top state 
position

Grant Davis, general manag-
er of  the Sonoma County Water 
Agency, was tapped Wednes-
day by Gov. Jerry Brown as 
the state’s new director for the 
Department of  Water Resourc-
es, handing a veteran of  North 
Bay politics and water policy a 
central role in 
Brown’s con-
troversial bid to 
overhaul Cali-
fornia’s water 
system with a 
$17 billion pair 
of  tunnels un-
der Sacramen-
to-San Joaquin 
Delta.       

Davis, 54, has 
led the county Water Agency 
since 2010 and is set to begin in 
his new post in Sacramento in 
August, pending confirmation 
by the state Senate. The De-
partment of  Water Resources is 
the lead state agency providing 
water for 25 million residents, 
farms and business.

Its most contentious proposal 
under Brown is the pair of  mas-
sive tunnels intended to convey 
Sacramento River water under 
the Delta and deliver it to users 
to the south, including farmers 
in the San Joaquin Valley and 
cities in Southern California.

“The governor supports that 
California WaterFix and so do 

MARIPOSA

A surging wildfire raced through 
California mountains and foot-
hills west of  Yosemite National 

Park on Wednesday, forcing thousands 
to flee tiny, Gold Rush-era towns, de-
stroying 29 structures and wafting a 
smoky haze over the park’s landmark 
Half  Dome rock face.

The 4-day-old blaze nearly doubled 
in size overnight to 75 square miles, 
Cal Fire said.

At its closest, the blaze was still 

about 35 miles from the boundary of  
Yosemite, where campgrounds are 
open, park spokesman Scott Gediman 
said. The fire closed one of  several 
roads into the park during its busy 
summer season, and rangers warned 
visitors with respiratory problems to 
be mindful of  the haze, Gediman said.

Among park visitors Gediman talk-
ed to, “people understand fire is a nat-
urally occurring thing,” he said. “No-
body was upset about it.”

Yosemite does not appear at risk 
from the fire, which was moving south 

McCain learns he has aggressive brain cancer

WASHINGTON — Sen. John Mc-
Cain, the 2008 Republican presidential 
nominee known for his independent 
streak over more than three decades 
representing Arizona in the Senate, 
has brain cancer, his office disclosed 
Wednesday night in a statement from 
the Mayo Clinic.

The statement said the medical con-

dition was discovered after McCain, 
80, who was re-elected to a sixth term 
in November, underwent surgery to 
remove a blood clot above his left eye 
at the Mayo Clinic Hospital in Phoe-
nix.

“Subsequent tissue pathology re-
vealed that a primary brain tumor 
known as a glioblastoma was associat-
ed with the blood clot,” the statement 
said. 

“Treatment options may include a 

combination of  chemotherapy and ra-
diation.”

Medical experts said his condi-
tion was extremely serious. Eugene 
Flamm, chairman of  neurosurgery 
at Montefiore Hospital in New York, 
said that “a glioblastoma is the most 
common and most malignant of  brain 
tumors.”

The median survival is about 

County agency veteran 
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Trump regrets Sessions pick

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Wednesday 
that he never would have ap-
pointed Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions had he known Sessions 

would recuse himself  from over-
seeing the Russia investigation 
that has dogged his presidency, 
calling the decision “very unfair 
to the president.”

In a remarkable public break 
with one of  his earliest political 
supporters, Trump complained 
that Sessions’ decision ulti-

mately led to the appointment 
of  a special counsel that should 
not have happened. “Sessions 
should have never recused 
himself  and if  he was going to 
recuse himself  he should have 
told me before he took the job 
and I would have picked some-
body else,” Trump said.

In a wide-ranging interview 
with the New York Times, the 
president also accused James 
Comey, the FBI director he 

fired in May, of  trying 
to leverage a dossier 
of  compromising ma-
terial to keep his job. 
Trump criticized both 
the acting FBI director 
who has been filling in 
since Comey’s dismissal and the 
deputy attorney general who 
recommended it. And he took 
on Robert Mueller, the special 
counsel now leading the investi-
gation into Russian meddling in 

last year’s election.
Trump said Mueller 

was running an office 
rife with conflicts of  
interest and warned 
investigators against 
delving into matters 

too far afield from Russia. 
Trump never said he would or-
der the Justice Department to 
fire Mueller, nor would he out-
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