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Gallo to buy historic Asti winery
Modesto expands in county
in deal with Treasury for
property, Souverain brand
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEM O C RAT

E&J Gallo is once again expanding its holdings in Sonoma
County, striking a deal to buy
the historic Asti winery — one
of the largest production facil-

ities in the county — and the
Souverain brand from Treasury
Wine Estates.
The deal represents two very
different strategies from two of
the biggest wine companies in
the world. For Modesto-based
Gallo, it represents another bet
on the lucrative premium North
Coast wine market, following
on the heels of its purchase
of J Vineyards and Winery in
Healdsburg in March.
For Australian-based Trea-

sury Wine Estates, however, the
sale is part of a retrenchment
in the North American market
after a deal to be bought out by
private equity firms collapsed
last year. The company is struggling with how to market the
historic Beringer brand, which
is more moderately priced, together with premium brands
such as Chateau St. Jean in Kenwood and St. Clement in Napa
County.

Gallo will
buy the
535-acre
Alexander
Valley site
that is
home to
the Asti
winery and
Souverain
brand.
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Construction hub: Huge new subdivision one of several projects
that could ease pent-up demand, cause city’s population to swell

Housing boom in RP

Laytonville couple took
in suspect, 19, who was
‘good friends’ with teen son
By RANDI ROSSMANN
and GLENDA ANDERSON
T HE P R ES S D EM O CR AT

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

Ed Lewis of Novato with Ghilotti Bros. tightens a water line to a fire hydrant standpipe Friday at a housing project in Rohnert Park.
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRE S S D E MO C RAT

I

n a field on Rohnert Park’s eastern
edge, workers using heavy equipment
have connected large pipes within a
labyrinth of deep trenches, a critical step
toward a remarkable milestone in the
city’s recent history.
The “wet utility” work at the corner of
Rohnert Park Expressway and Petaluma
Hill Road is in preparation for a housing
subdivision and the first single-family

homes to be built in Sonoma County’s
third-largest city in at least 15 years.
You heard that
INSIDE
right.
The United States
Santa Rosa set to
has held three presiaddress affordable
dential elections, fought
housing crisis / B1
two wars and gone
into and out of a recession in the amount
of time it has taken to break ground on a
single-family home in the Friendly City.
Many California communities suffered
similar fates when the housing market

crashed and projects stalled or died. And
many communities have failed to recover
from the blow. But in Rohnert Park,
developers are taking advantage of a
more favorable economy and an enviable
amount of undeveloped land within the
city’s urban growth boundary to kickstart new construction.
“The city of Rohnert Park is where
the action is,” said Keith Woods, executive director of the North Bay Builders
Exchange.
TURN TO HOUSING, PAGE A9

ROHNERT PARK’S GROWTH SPURT

A troubled teen who had been
welcomed into the home of a
Laytonville family and treated
like a son turned suddenly on
that family over the weekend
in what authorities
described Monday as an act
of cold-blooded
violence, with
the young man
using a large
kitchen knife
to repeatedly Talen Clark
stab four peo- Barton
ple, killing two
he knew well INSIDE
and critically Former foster
wounding two mother says
others, accord- suspect had
ing to the Men- problem with
docino County rage, fueled by
Sheriff’s Office. past abuse / A9
Sunday’s violence stunned the tiny rural
community as word spread that
local doctor Cindy Norvell, 54,
was critically wounded, her son
Teo Palmieri, 17, and husband,
Coleman Palmieri, 52, were
killed in the attack. Norvell’s
52-year-old brother, who was
TURN TO SLAYING, PAGE A9

Call for $1.5M
fine in water
diversions

Crews have started utility work for a new subdivision at Rohnert Park Expressway and Petaluma Hill Road. A look at this housing boom:

1,236

4,350

15 years

25%

Number of homes
planned in Rohnert Park
Expressway subdivision

Number of units that
have cleared at least first
stage of approval process

Years since last
single-family homes were
built in Rohnert Park

Percentage increase
of city’s population were
every unit to be built

By MATT STEVENS
L O S A NG EL ES T I M ES

Healdsburg residents blast rent ‘crisis’
By CLARK MASON
THE PRE S S D E MO C RAT

An overflow crowd of approximately 150 people packed a Healdsburg City
Council meeting Monday night to ask for
relief from soaring rents, passionately
urging the city to do something about an
affordability “crisis” that is displacing
longtime working residents and families.
At times tearful and angry, the speak-

ers described a community in danger
of losing its backbone, if not its soul, a
victim of its own success, in which tourism has overtaken the needs of everyday
residents and helped put housing out of
reach.
A number of speakers urged the council to immediately impose rent control,
although city staff noted the city only has
limited ability to control rents and council members did not support the idea.

“This is not simple. This is very complicated,” Councilman Tom Chambers
said. “We need diversity in this town. We
all agree there is not enough housing in
this town.”
Speakers noted that housing affordability is a problem in many other communities, but in Healdsburg — which has
the highest real estate prices in the county — the problem is especially acute.
TURN TO HEALDSBURG, PAGE A6

LOS ANGELES — California regulators proposed a $1.5
million fine Monday against
a Northern California irrigation district for “unauthorized
diversion and use of water”
— the first enforcement action
of its kind against a senior water rights holder in the current
drought.
The State Water Resources
Control Board issued a draft
complaint alleging that the Byron-Bethany Irrigation District
diverted water for nearly two
weeks last month after being
told it was not entitled to do so,
the board said in a statement.
In addition to about 160 farmers, the district serves Mountain
House, a community of 15,000
residents in San Joaquin CounTURN TO WATER, PAGE A7
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UN MOVES TO LIFT SANCTIONS ON IRAN:

Resolution approved after nuclear deal;
move could set up showdown with U.S. / A3
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