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BLAZE’S TOLL GROWS: 
Wildfire near Mariposa in 
Sierra foothills has 
destroyed 50 homes, 
threatening more / B1

INSIDE

Town 
gets new 
garbage 
hauler

After months of  back and 
forth, political opposition, a 
lawsuit and threats of  more law-
suits, Windsor once has again 
chosen a garbage hauler — for 
the third time since May.

The saga represents a gruel-
ing first example of  the process 
that other local cities, including 
Santa Rosa, are embarking on as 
they renew or re-evaluate curb-
side garbage contracts, most of  
which are with the same haul-
er, the Santa-Rosa-based Ratto 
Group, which is up for sale to a 
San Francisco company.     

For many communities, the 
garbage contracts are among 
the most lucrative deals they 
hand out. 

In Windsor, the deal is worth 
more than $56 million in reve-
nue over 10 years to the compa-
ny that came out on top Wednes-
day night.

The Town Council voted 4-1 
to award the contract to a differ-
ent hauler, Sonoma County Re-
source Recovery, owned by the 
San Rafael-based Garden City 
Group, Marin Sanitary Service 
Group and its president, Kevin 
Walbridge. 

The decision dealt another 
rejection to the town’s current 
hauler, Windsor Refuse and Re-
cycling — co-owned by the Ratto 
Group — which recently sued 
the town and claimed the bid-
ding process was unfair.

Several council members ex-
pressed dismay over that move.

“If  you want to win a contract 
with a bunch of  elected officials, 
threatening a bunch of  lawsuits 
for us to do it is probably not the 
best way to do it,” Councilman 
Dominic Foppoli said.

Mayor Debora Fudge said 
“there have been multiple rea-

In process set to replay 
throughout county, some 
rates may rise 40 percent 
By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO GARBAGE » PAGE A2

WINDSOR

PHOTOS BY JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TASTE TEST: Spirit Works Distillery owner/distiller Timo Marshall samples whiskey that has been listening to Prince and Michael Jacskon for three years through 
headphones attached to the bung. The distillery is testing whether playing music during the aging process affects a whiskey’s taste.

Audio-infused alcohol

Spirit Works Distillery serenading 
some whiskey barrels with music

SEBASTOPOL » OFFBEAT EXPERIMENT

There are more than 
300 casks of  whiskey 
aging in the Spirit Works 

Distillery barrel house, each 
uniquely crafted — different 
mash, different age, different 
American white oak barrels.

But there are 12 reserved 
in a different section of  the 
room, stacked against a wall to 
the left of  the entrance to the 
cavernous hall. Six have head-
phones stretched across their 
rounded sides, blaring music 
from playlists selected by Spir-

it Works’ employees. The other 
six, the “control barrels,” sit 
adjacent to them in silence. 

These barrels are part of  
what the distillery has dubbed 
its “Music Barrel Experi-
ment.” The idea is to find out 
whether the musical vibra-
tions’ agitation of  the whiskey 
— moving the liquid in and out 
of  the porous oak barrel staves 
deeper and more frequently, 
gathering flavor — would make 
a difference in the spirit after 
it’s harvested. 

In June, the public got to 

By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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IN THE LAB: Bottles containing whiskey samples line a table at Spirit Works 
Distillery in Sebastopol. 

OJ Simpson wins parole after 9 years in prison

He has tumbled in the public eye 
from revered football hero and actor, 
to reviled wife abuser and murder de-
fendant, to indebted and hapless con-
victed robber, but O.J. Simpson went 

before a Nevada parole board Thurs-
day flashing his usual self-assurance, 
telling the board that he was “a good 
guy” and asserting, implausibly, “I ba-
sically have spent a conflict-free life.”

Regardless of  whether the four 
board members believed him, they 
voted unanimously to grant him pa-
role when he first becomes eligible 
Oct. 1, after nine years in state pris-
on on charges stemming from a 2007 
armed robbery in a Las Vegas hotel 
room. Appearing on a video link from 

Lovelock Correctional Center, Simp-
son spoke to the board in Carson City 
as, officially, just another inmate who 
looked like a good bet for release, a 
70-year-old who has been a model 
prisoner and has no other criminal 
record.

But of  course, it is the 1994 knife 
slayings of  his ex-wife, Nicole Brown 
Simpson, and her friend Ronald Gold-
man, for which he was acquitted after 

NEVADA » Hearing returns  
sports star and ex-murder 
defendant to national view 
By RICHARD PÉREZ-PEÑA
NEW YORK TIMES
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Sessions plans to stay in job

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s staff is used 
to his complaints about Attor-

ney General Jeff Sessions, but 
the Republican senators who 
attended a White House dinner 
Monday were stunned to hear 
him criticize the man who was 
once Trump’s most loyal sup-
porter in the Senate.

It turned out to be a preview 
of  even more cutting remarks 
Trump would make two days 
later in an interview with The 
New York Times: an extraor-
dinary public expression of  
dissatisfaction with one of  his 
top aides based on Sessions’ de-
cision in March to recuse him-
self  from the expanding federal 
investigation into whether the 

Trump campaign collud-
ed with Russia.

Despite Trump’s 
avowal that he would not 
have picked Sessions if  
he had known he would recuse 
himself, Sessions said Thurs-
day that he intended to serve 
“as long as that is appropriate.” 
And a spokeswoman for Trump, 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders, tried 

to moderate her boss’ 
remarks, telling report-
ers later, “Clearly, he 
has confidence in him, 
or he would not be the 

attorney general.”
But even if  Sessions remains 

in his job, the relationship be-
tween him and Trump — the 

RUSSIA INVESTIGATION » Formerly close political 
bond curdles as Trump blames AG for his woes
By GLENN THRUSH 
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO SESSIONS » PAGE A10

INSIDE
Trump’s lawyers 
looking to corral 
Russia probe  / B1


