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STEPPING UP TO PLATE:: 
Three Sonoma County 
Little League teams vying 
for postseason champion-
ship titles / C1
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As the county’s median home price hits $705,000, Belinda Andrews of Century 21 is listing this home above Santa Rosa for $1.595 million. 

Another record falls
HOUSING MARKET » County’s median home price surpasses 
$700,000, but real estate agents warn sales are slowing down

In yet another milestone, Sonoma County’s me-
dian home price last month broke through the 
$700,000 mark.

However, the new record came as sales slowed, 
new listings increased and real estate agents warned 
sellers about the pitfalls of  becoming too greedy.

The median single-family sales price hit 
$705,000 in June, according to The Press Demo-
crat’s monthly housing report compiled by Pacific 
Union International senior vice president Rick 
Laws. The median increased 12.8 percent in the 
last year and has more than doubled since 2009.

Since October, when devastating wildfires set 
off a scramble for housing, the median price has 
set monthly records five times, most recently in 
May when it reached $689,500.

The jump in the median price may have oc-
curred mainly as a result of  increased sales of  
million-dollar homes, even as sales dwindled near 
the bottom of  the market, according to real estate 

brokers and agents. More sales in higher-priced 
neighborhoods can lift the median price, even if  
the overall value of  homes stays flat.

Real estate agents and brokers surmised that 
is what happened in the county. They maintained 
that much of  the housing frenzy caused by the 
fires has passed.

“We have an overheated market that’s starting 
to cool,” said Trish McLean, an agent with Terra 
Firma Global Partners in Santa Rosa. One sign is 
that more sellers have been forced to reduce pric-
es in order to attract offers.

In the past decade, the county’s housing mar-
ket has weathered a historic crash and the most 
destructive wildfires in state history. Last fall’s 
infernos claimed 24 lives and burned nearly  
5,300 homes in the county.

Before the crash in home values, the county’s 
median price hit a high of  $619,000 in August 
2005. The median eventually plunged to a low of  
$305,000 in February 2009.

By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO HOMES » PAGE A2

HOW FAST HAVE HOME 
PRICES CLIMBED? 
The median price for a single- 
family home in Sonoma County 
has climbed 131 percent in the last 
nine years since prices bottomed at 
$305,000 in February 2009.
Key milestones

$705,000
JUNE 2018

$600,000
JUNE 2016

$507,000
JULY 2014

$435,500
APRIL 2013

$305,000
FEBRUARY 2009

Source: Pacific Union International 
senior vice president Rick Laws

“We have an overheated market that’s starting to cool.” 
TRISH MCLEAN, real estate agent with Terra Firma Global Partners in Santa Rosa

Cohen secretly taped Trump
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 ■Moscow offers 
more details 
regarding meet-
ing in Helsinki  
between Trump 
and Putin  / B1

 ■ President 
accuses China, EU 
of manipulating 
currencies, assails 
Fed over interest 
rate hikes / B8

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump’s longtime lawyer, Mi-
chael Cohen, secretly recorded a con-
versation with Trump two months 
before the presidential election in 
which they discussed payments to a 

former Playboy model who said she 
had an affair with Trump, according 
to lawyers and others familiar with 
the recording.

The FBI seized the recording this 
year during a raid on Cohen’s office. 
The Justice Department is investi-
gating Cohen’s involvement in pay-
ing women to tamp down embar-
rassing news stories about Trump 
before the 2016 election. 

Prosecutors want to know wheth-
er that violated federal campaign 
finance laws, and any conversation 
with Trump about those payments 

would be of  keen interest to them.
The recording’s existence appears 

to undercut the Trump campaign’s 
denial of  any knowledge of  pay-
ments to the model. And it further 
draws Trump into questions about 
tactics he and his associates used 
to keep aspects of  his personal and 
business life a secret. And it high-
lights the potential legal and politi-
cal danger that Cohen represents to 
Trump. 

Once the keeper of  many of  
Trump’s secrets, Cohen is now seen 
as increasingly willing to consider 

cooperating with prosecutors.
The former model, Karen McDou-

gal, says she began a nearly yearlong 
affair with Trump in 2006, shortly af-
ter Trump’s wife, Melania, gave birth 
to their son, Barron. McDougal sold 
her story for $150,000 to the Nation-
al Enquirer, which was supportive 
of  Trump, during the final months 
of  the presidential campaign, but 
the tabloid sat on the story, which 
kept it from becoming public. The 
practice, known as “catch and kill,”  

Lawyer recorded discussion 
about making payments to 
ex-model who claimed affair
By MATT APUZZO  
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Fukushima particles found in California wine

Ever since a huge earthquake off the 
coast of  Japan sent a tsunami crashing 
into a nuclear plant in Fukushima, setting 
off one of  the world’s worst nuclear crises, 
scientists have been uncovering the radio-
active legacy of  the 2011 disaster.

The government warned about contami-
nated seafood around Japan, and toxic wa-
ter, sludge and rubble. More frighteningly, 

radioactive wild boars marauded Japanese 
towns and attacked people.

Now a group of  French nuclear physicists 
say they have stumbled on Fukushima’s 
signature in Northern California wine. (No, 
it’s not believed to be dangerous.)

In a new study, the researchers report 
testing 18 bottles of  California rosé and 
cabernet sauvignon from 2009 onward 
and finding increased levels of  radioactive 
particles in the wine produced after the 
Fukushima disaster. In the case of  the cab-

ernet, the levels of  the radioactive materi-
als doubled.

“We can measure some radioactive level 
that is much higher than the usual level,” said 
Michael Pravikoff, a physicist at a French re-
search center who worked on the study.

The French research team has in recent 
years examined wines from around the 
world, trying to correlate the level of  ra-
dioactive material with the date the wine 

By MIHIR ZAVERI
NEW YORK TIMES
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Critics of 
housing 
plan go 
to court

The two sides in a lawsuit in-
volving one of  Sonoma County’s 
largest proposed housing devel-
opments had their long-awaited 
day in court Friday, advancing a 
high-stakes legal fight over the 
sprawling site of  the old county 
hospital complex in northeast 
Santa Rosa.

Superior Court Judge René 
Chouteau appeared skeptical 
of  some claims advanced by 
the neighbors trying to unwind 
the county government’s de-
cision last summer to sell the 
82-acre property along Chanate 
Road. He questioned whether 
he should defer to the judgment 
of  elected officials regarding 
the public value of  the sale and 
weighed claims by the plaintiffs 
that county officials exceeded 
the scope of  what state law al-
lows them to discuss about the 
real estate deal behind closed 
doors.

Chouteau also pressed the 
lawyers for the team of  develop-
er Bill Gallaher and the county 
to explain why a more detailed 
environmental review wasn’t 
needed before the Board of  Su-
pervisors approved the sale.

At the hearing’s conclusion, 
Chouteau promised to “get a 
decision out as quickly as pos-
sible.” Attorneys for both sides 
said they don’t expect one for 
about two weeks or more.

The residents whose lawsuit 
prompted Friday’s hearing have 
objected to the way supervisors 
decided one year ago to sell the 
property in Santa Rosa’s north-
eastern hills. Gallaher is now 
seeking approval from the city 
to build nearly 870 housing units 

By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Judge to decide whether  
Chanate Road project 
required more review 
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SUMMER PRUNING » What you need 
to know to keep the plant life in your 
yard, garden thriving all year.  D1

BANK OF AMERICA BUILDING SOLD »  
Developer considering apartment 
building for downtown SR property.  A3

BAY BRIDGE 
SERIES »  
Giants beat A’s 
5-1 as cross-bay 
rivalry shifts to 
Oakland after  
All-Star break.   C1


