SOCCER STAR’S
FAIRY-TALE TRIP

RENEWED CALL
FOR LIVING WAGE
Demonstrators outside county
supervisors meeting push for
broader pay boost Empire

Benefield: SR High sophomore headed
for elite competition in Northern Ireland Sports

WWW.PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22, 2015

SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA

SR crafts housing battle plan
HOUSING SQUEEZE:
Council to examine range of
options, including rent control
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DE MO C RAT

The Santa Rosa City Council
agreed to explore a wide range of
fixes for the affordable housing crisis
Tuesday, including a rent control ordinance that some housing advocates
worried would be passed over in favor
of efforts to boost housing inventory.
The council sought the midyear

shuffling of its priorities to get city
staff working more deliberately on
solutions to the skyrocketing rents
that are displacing many renters in
the city and countywide.
Councilwoman Julie Combs said
she was impressed with the amount
of work that the council and City
Manager Sean McGlynn were committing to undertake in the coming
months on affordable housing and a
range of other important issues.
“This is ambitious,” Combs said.
“I have never seen a council trying
grapple with this many things in this
kind of a time period.”
In addition to scheduling a se-

ries of study session in the coming
months on affordable housing issues,
the council agreed to move up a discussion of the reunification of Old
Courthouse Square to September,
which downtown business leaders
had sought.
The majority of the meeting Tuesday, however, focused on affordable
housing and whether the council
should schedule discussions, mostly
between September and November,
to explore a range of potential solutions.
In addition to rent control, other
proposals include fast-tracking new
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“I didn’t know if I’d actually find something.
I was starting to come up with ways I could quit my job and work from home.”
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By MEG KINNARD
and JILL COLVIN
A S S O CI AT ED P R ES S

BLUFFTON, S.C. — Donald
Trump pushed back ever harder Tuesday against Republicans
fed up with his provocations,
disclosing one opponent’s cell
number in a fiery speech and
lashing out at an influential
newspaper as part of an in-yourface escalation of the feud.
Fellow GOP presidential contender Sen. Lindsey Graham
called him a “jackass,” only to
see floods of Trump supporters
jam his phone line after Trump
read Graham’s number to an audience.
Trump is now at odds with
much of the Republican establishment after a series of incendiary comments, topped by his
weekend mocking of Arizona
Sen. John McCain’s experience
as a tortured prisoner of war in
Vietnam.
Since then the real estate developer and reality TV host has
intensified his criticism of McCain and his record on veterans
issues in the Senate, even as
TURN TO FEUD, PAGE A6
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County
tightens rules
on new wells
JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

By ANGELA HART

COVETED SLOT: Cheriene Griffith kisses her daughter Aurora Griffith-Johnson, 2, goodbye when dropping her off Tuesday at the Heart 2 Heart Nursery School
in Santa Rosa. Griffith looked for child care for Aurora for four months, starting when she was pregnant, before finding a spot at Heart 2 Heart at the last minute.

Sonoma County parents seeking infant care find few slots, long wait lists
By JAMIE HANSEN
THE PRES S D E MO C RAT

C

at Jorgenson doesn’t return to her
job as a special education assistant until August, but she started
looking for a place to keep her infant son
Liam in April.
Over several months, the Rohnert Park
resident called between 40 and 50 providers and heard back from only five with
possible openings.
It wasn’t until last week she finally
found a provider in north Santa Rosa
that she liked and who could take her
5-month-old.
“It was a huge amount of relief,” she
said. “I didn’t know if I’d actually find
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something. I was starting to come up with
ways I could quit my job and work from
home, but I didn’t want to do that. I love
my job; it’s my career.”
Jorgenson’s story echoes that of many
new parents around Sonoma County
who are seeking day care for their babies
and finding a dearth of spaces and long
wait lists. Indeed, the county is currently
meeting just 34 percent of the need for
infant child care, based on a report issued
by the Child Care Planning Council in
late 2014.
As a result, numerous parents reported experiencing a sense of panic
as deadlines to return to work loomed,
with many going to extreme measures to
secure a place for their child. Some paid
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child care centers for one or two months
of service before ever leaving their infant
there, simply to reserve a spot. Others
agreed to rates far higher than they originally planned to pay, and others settled
for places that fell short of their expectations because they were the only option
available.
“It really limits your ability to choose
where you’re putting your child,” Jorgenson said.
Megan Hede, head of a network of
child care providers called the Sonoma
County Child Care Association, sympathized. “The last thing you want to do is
compromise on child care,” she said.
Shaela Ross, who runs an at-home
TURN TO CHILD CARE, PAGE A7
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Sonoma County supervisors
Tuesday unanimously approved
sweeping new limits on well
drilling, making the most significant changes to the county’s
water well ordinance in nearly
40 years.
The revised ordinance establishes well-construction standards to prevent groundwater
contamination,
incorporates
new protective buffer zones
along streams and requires new
wells be equipped with monitoring devices to measure groundwater levels in the future.
The rules also prohibit drilling new wells into streams and
wetlands and require that property owners pay a $150 annual
fee to test water, ensuring it is
safe for drinking.
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