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NORTH COAST WINE

Vintage buys B.R. Cohn

Janet Napolitano
President of UC system says
its move to raise minimum pay
to $15 an hour by fall 2017 is
“the right thing to do.”

Wage
campaign
gains
ground
Officials announce eventual
$15 an hour for UC workers,
NY fast-food employees
By LISA LEFF and DAVID KLEPPER
ASSOCIATED P RE S S

SAN FRANCISCO — The
push for a higher minimum
wage gained momentum on both
sides of the country Wednesday, with New York embracing
an eventual $15 an hour for the
state’s 200,000 fast-food workers
and the huge University of California system announcing the
same raise for its employees.
“How we support our workers
and their families impacts Californians who might never set
foot on one of our campuses,”
said UC President Janet Napolitano, who oversees 10 campuses,
including UCLA and Berkeley.
“It’s the right thing to do.”
The 240,000-student University of California becomes the
nation’s largest public university to commit itself to the $15-anhour wage that has become
the rallying cry of many labor
groups in recent months.
So far, Los Angeles, Seattle,

Sale is latest in streak of
local family wineries being
acquired by larger companies
By BILL SWINDELL
T H E P RE S S DE M OC R AT

After 41 years, Bruce Cohn is
leaving the wine industry — for
the time being — with a deal
announced Wednesday to sell his
namesake Sonoma Valley winery
and approximately 70 acres of
vineyards to Santa Rosa-based
Vintage Wine Estates.
It is the latest in a series of local family-owned wineries selling
to larger companies this year in

an increasingly competitive and
consolidated market, following
deals by The Wine Group to buy
Benziger Family Winery in June
and E&J Gallo to purchase Judy
Jordan’s J Vineyards and Winery
in March.
Cohn, 68, said he was essentially forced by Bank of the West to
sell his winery to Vintage Wine
Estates as his debts mounted to
about $25 million.
“It’s a really tough business. …
It’s the most cash-intensive business I have ever seen,” Cohn said.
Bank of the West did not respond to emails seeking comment.
The winery became a highprofile destination in 1987 when
Cohn began staging classic rock
TURN TO B.R. COHN, PAGE A7
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B.R. Cohn tasting room employee Gretta Lutz pours wine for
Janet Grossfield of Larkspur and Ralph Mason of Pleasant Hill
on Wednesday at the winery in Glen Ellen.

Harvest starting early

TURN TO WAGE, PAGE A7

Family says
video shows
no reason for
Texas arrest
Photos by BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

By RICHARD PÉREZ-PEÑA

Workers harvest pinot noir grapes Wednesday at Vyborny Vineyard Management’s Game Farm vineyard in Yountville. The pinot noir will
be used by Mumm Napa for sparkling wine. Wednesday marked Mumm’s earliest start to harvest, beating a 1997 record by one day.

NEW YORK TI ME S

Representatives of Sandra
Bland’s family said Wednesday
that a dashboard camera video of
her arrest, three days before she
died in a Texas jail, showed
an overzealous
state
trooper
who had no reason to resort to
force or to arrest her.
The
video
released TuesSandra
day showed a
Bland
confrontation
between Bland,
28, and a state trooper, Brian
Encinia, that quickly escalated
from why she had been pulled
over, to whether she should
extinguish her cigarette, to
whether she had to get out of
her car, until the trooper drew a
stun gun and threatened, “I will

Mild winter sped up growth cycle; some vineyards ready sooner than ever
By DEREK MOORE

GRAPE CROP

T H E PR E SS DE M OC R AT

NAPA VALLEY
eorge Sanchez said he’s been harvesting
grapes for 40 years. On Wednesday, his
seasonal ritual began earlier than ever
in a Napa Valley vineyard soaked in a morning
glow.
Sanchez directed a crew of 45 laborers who
fanned out before dawn into the Game Farm
vineyard, where they swiftly cut away ripened
clusters of pinot noir grapes and deposited the
fruit into bins.
It was the earliest harvest on record for
Mumm Napa, which will use the grapes to
produce sparkling wine. Previously, the earliest
date Mumm had ever started picking grapes
was during the 1997 crush, when it began har-

■ Growers expect
an early harvest
with smaller yields
than last year.
■ 532,000 tons
harvested in 2014,
a 6% decline from
huge 2013 harvest.
■ Many vineyards
7-10 days ahead
of 2014 progress.

G
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Manuel Reza, left, removes debris from pinot noir grapes being
harvested Wednesday at the Game Farm vineyard in Yountville.
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10 WINNERS EVERY SATURDAY
5:00 pm–10:00 pm

Earn one ticket for every 50 points.

DREAM MAKEOVER GRAND PRIZE!
July 25th
Dream makeover provided by Kelseyville Lumber
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