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RESCUERS GET RESCUED:  
International effort  saves 
hundreds of Syria’s White 
Helmets as Assad’s troops 
close in / A8

INSIDE

Pathway
Home
won’t
reopen

A Yountville residential treat-
ment center for combat-stressed 
veterans that first shut its doors 
last spring after a deadly shoot-
ing will close for good, officials 
announced Sunday. 

The 10-year-old Pathway 
Home, which suspended opera-
tions indefinitely after a former 
client gunned down the non-
profit’s executive director and 
two clinicians March 9, plans to 
continue helping troubled sol-
diers reintegrate into society in 
the future, though indirectly.

In part through publication 
of  a downloadable, step-by-step 
resource guide, the Pathway 
Home board hopes to inspire 
service organizations around 
the nation to replicate a mod-
el that has successfully aided 
traumatized soldiers struggling 
to rejoin civilian life. The board 
also hopes to work with Rotary 
Clubs like the one in Yountville, 
whose members embraced local 
veterans and provided them a 
support network, in addition to 
community interaction.

But the Pathway Home will 
no longer offer a residential 
program. Next month, it’ll re-
linquish its lease at Yountville’s 
Veterans Home of  California, 
where the gunman killed three 
women and effectively brought 
the highly regarded program to 
an end.

Spokesman Larry Kamer said 
Sunday a permanent shift in 
the mission was somewhat in-

Center for traumatized 
veterans struggled in 
wake of March shooting 
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration is pro-
posing huge changes in the 
way Medicare pays doctors for 
the most common of  all medi-
cal services, the office visit, of-
fering physicians basically the 

same amount, regardless of  a 
patient’s condition or the com-
plexity of  the services provided.

Administration officials said 
the proposal would radically re-
duce paperwork burdens, free-
ing doctors to spend more time 
with patients. 

The government would pay 
one rate for new patients and 
another, lower rate for visits 
with established patients.

“Time spent on paperwork is 
time away from patients,” said 
Seema Verma, administrator 

of  the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services. 

She estimated that the change 
would save 51 hours of  clinic 
time per doctor per year.

But critics say the proposal 
would underpay doctors who 
care for patients with the great-
est medical needs and the most 
complicated ailments — and 
could discourage some physi-
cians from taking Medicare pa-
tients. 

They also say it would in-
crease the risk of  erroneous and 

fraudulent payments because 
doctors would submit less in-
formation to document the ser-
vices provided.

Medicare would pay the same 
amount for evaluating a patient 
with sniffles and a head cold 
and a patient with complicated 
Stage  4 metastatic breast can-
cer, said Ted Okon, executive di-
rector of  the Community Oncol-
ogy Alliance, an advocacy group 
for cancer doctors and patients.

New Medicare fees treat all ills the same 
Some critics say Trump 
plan could lead fewer 
doctors to participate
BY ROBERT PEAR
NEW YORK TIMES
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Rick, left, and Jason Barretta, founded Santa Rosa Hydroponics and recently sold their business to a Colorado-based hydroponics store chain for 
$1.75 million.  The Cookies sign is on the side of their store is a reference to “Girl Scout Cookies,” an indica-dominant hybrid cannabis. 

Hydroponics hit hard
CANNABIS » Smaller number of local growers, corporate competition 
lead to shakeout among suppliers of gear for indoor pot cultivation   

During the Gold Rush, 
it was the merchants 
selling sifting pans 

who struck it rich and not the 
legions of  19th century fortune 
seekers looking for wealth in 
California’s rivers. 

Santa Rosa brothers Rick 
and Jason Barretta applied that 
wisdom to the nascent marijua-
na industry about 10 years ago 
when they opened Santa Rosa 
Hydroponics and Grower Sup-
ply in a dilapidated old flower 
shop on Highway 12 in Rincon 
Valley. The industry boomed, 
and so did their business, 

expanding to a 3-acre property 
and warehouse in southwest 
Santa Rosa and reaching annu-
al revenues north of  $10 mil-
lion.

This month, the Barrettas 
sold Santa Rosa Hydroponics 
for $1.75 million in cash and 
$3.5 million in company stock 
to GrowGeneration, a Colora-
do-based hydroponic gardening 
store chain. Jason Barretta said 
it was a logical next step as Cal-
ifornia’s new recreational can-
nabis market brings corporate 
competition and consolidation 
to all facets of  the industry.

“We can’t go against big 

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Tristan Coleman changes out CO2 tanks Thursday at Santa Rosa 
Hydroponics in Santa Rosa. The CO2 gives indoor grows more oxygen.

Wildlife law under threat

WASHINGTON — The En-
dangered Species Act, which for 
45 years has safeguarded fragile 
wildlife while blocking ranch-
ing, logging and oil drilling on 
protected habitats, is coming 
under attack from lawmakers, 
the White House and industry 

on a scale not seen in decades, 
driven partly by fears that the 
Republicans will lose ground in 
November’s midterm elections.

In the past two weeks, more 
than two dozen pieces of  leg-
islation, policy initiatives and 
amendments designed to weak-
en the law have been either 
introduced or voted on in Con-
gress or proposed by the Trump 
administration.

The actions included a bill to 
strip protections from the gray 
wolf  in Wyoming and along the 
western Great Lakes; a plan to 
keep the sage grouse, a chick-

en-sized bird that inhabits mil-
lions of  oil-rich western acres, 
from being listed as endangered 
for the next decade; and a mea-
sure to remove from the endan-
gered list the American burying 
beetle, an orange-flecked insect 
that has long been the bane of  
oil companies that would like to 
drill on land where it lives.

“It’s probably the best chance 
that we have had in 25 years to 
actually make any substantial 
changes,” said Richard Pombo, 
a former congressman from 

GOP hurries to scale 
back Endangered Species 
Act before fall election 
By CORAL DAVENPORT 
AND LISA FRIEDMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Whales at dive 
Bodega Head. 
The Endan-
gered Species 
Act has been 
credited with 
the resurgence 
of the gray 
whale, deplet-
ed by commer-
cial fishing in 
parts of the 
Pacific Ocean.
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SONOMA STORIES »  
Montgomery High’s class of 1968 
celebrate 50th reunion.   A3

RACING ACROSS THE PACIFIC »  
SR councilman Tibbetts with ship crew 
on 2,400-mile competition.   A3

JUST IN THE 
NICK OF TIME »  
A’s brand-new 
closer Familia 
immediately pays 
dividends, Phil 
Barber writes.   B1


