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PHIL BARBER » Penalty kicks decide soccer game, 
which was weird but nonetheless exciting.  B1

PRACTICALLY PERFECT » Mary Poppins delights 
girls of all ages at English tea in Santa Rosa.   A3

KENT PORTER / PRESS DEMOCRAT

Turkey farmer Willie Benedetti takes in the view Friday from his property overlooking his ranch land and the Estero Americano in Marin County. 
Benedetti would like to build a house at the spot and is challenging a Marin County law requiring he continue farming the land in order to build.

Turkey king suing Marin

Free-range turkey pioneer 
Willie Benedetti doesn’t 
want to work forever.

Instead of  raising fat birds for 
Thanksgiving tables, the 68-year-
old farmer hopes someday to be 
playing with grandchildren in a 
house he’d like to build for one 
of  his sons on his 267-acre ranch 
near Valley Ford.

But he said that’s not possible 
because of  a new Marin County 
law meant to preserve agricultur-
al lands that would force him to 
keep farming if  he constructs the 
new dwelling.

Now, he’s teaming up with a 
conservative legal action group 

that wages high-profile proper-
ty rights cases, challenging the 
mandate in a lawsuit against the 
county and the California Coastal 
Commission, accusing them of  
coercion and violating his consti-
tutional rights.

“What they are doing is not 
right,” said the owner of  nation-
ally known Willie Bird Turkeys, 
whose family has owned the land 
near the Estero Americano just 
south of  the Sonoma County 
line since 1972. “To put pressure 
on the farming community. It’s 
ludicrous.”

The stakes could be high 
for many of  the estimated 200 
landowners in the coastal zone. Willie Benedetti and his dog Ruby take a ride on his 267-acre 

ranch Friday near Valley Ford. Benedetti owns the nationally 
known Willie Bird Turkeys.

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Farmer fighting new county law meant to preserve ag land

VALLEY FORD » PROPERTY-RIGHTS DISPUTE

WASHINGTON — The White 
House indicated Sunday that Pres-
ident Donald Trump would accept 
new legislation curtailing his au-
thority to lift sanctions on Russia on 
his own, a striking turnaround after 
a broad revolt by lawmakers of  both 
parties who distrusted his friendly 
approach to Moscow and sought to 

tie his hands.
If  it passes, as now seems likely, 

the measure will represent the first 
time that Congress, with both hous-
es controlled by fellow Republicans, 
has forced its will on Trump on a 
major policy matter. That it comes 
on an issue as fraught as Russia il-
lustrates how investigations into 
possible collusion between Moscow 
and Trump’s team during last year’s 
election have cost him politically.

The legislation may also have 
long-term consequences for the U.S. 
relationship with Russia and the 
power of  the presidency. Once sanc-
tions are written into law, they are 

much harder to lift, even long after 
the circumstances prompting them 
have changed, which is one reason 
European allies opposed the bill. 
And presidents from both parties 
have long resisted Congress’ insert-
ing itself  into the process of  deter-
mining foreign policy through man-
datory sanctions.

But Trump found himself  in a no-
win position, as lawmakers eager to 
punish Russia for its interference in 
the election and its aggression to-
ward its neighbors dispensed with 
the usual partisan divide. Trump, 
who has made it a priority to estab-
lish warm relations with President 

Vladimir Putin of  Russia, lashed out 
in anger at both parties on Sunday.

“As the phony Russian Witch Hunt 
continues, two groups are laughing 
at this excuse for a lost election tak-
ing hold, Democrats and Russians!” 
Trump wrote on Twitter. He then 
added: “It’s very sad that Republi-
cans, even some that were carried 
over the line on my back, do very lit-
tle to protect their President.”

The outburst contrasted with the 
efforts of  his staff to argue that the 
sanctions measure had been im-
proved. With little chance of  block-

Trump to OK Russia sanctions 

TURN TO SANCTIONS » PAGE A2

President’s Twitter outburst 
at odds with staff saying bill 
improved to his satifsfaction
By PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES

President 
Donald Trump 
Finding himself 
in a no-win 
situation, Trump 
slams both parties 
Sunday on Twitter.

Horrific 
discovery 
in Texas 
big rig

SAN ANTONIO — At least 
nine people died after being 
crammed into a sweltering trac-
tor-trailer found parked outside 
a Walmart in the midsummer 
Texas heat, victims of  what au-
thorities said on Sunday was an 
immigrant-smuggling attempt 
gone wrong.

The driver was arrested, and 
nearly 20 others rescued from 
the rig were hospitalized in dire 
condition, many with extreme 
dehydration and heatstroke, of-
ficials said.

“We’re looking at a hu-
man-trafficking crime,” said 
San Antonio Police Chief  Wil-
liam McManus, calling it “a hor-
rific tragedy.”

One U.S. official said Sunday 
evening that 17 of  those rescued 
were being treated for injuries 
that were considered life-threat-
ening. The official spoke to the 
Associated Press on condition 

By ERIC GAY AND 
WILL WEISSERT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Immigrants confined 
in trailer die from heat;  
truck driver arrested
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