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ELECTIONS ISSUE IN SR: 
Voting-rights lawyer says 
Santa Rosa’s at-large 
representation  disenfran-
chises Latinos / A3

INSIDE

Coast’s defenders blast drilling

Citizens, environmental groups 
and lawmakers from coast to coast 
are calling for a barrage of  public 
comments opposing President Don-
ald Trump’s order to reconsider ad-
ditions to the four marine sanctuar-
ies that protect the California coast 

from oil drilling. 
More than 43,000 comments 

had been officially recorded at a 
government website Monday in a 
nationwide effort to protect 11 na-
tional sanctuaries and monuments, 
including four that surround the 
Channel Islands and protect the 
coast from San Luis Obispo County 
to Point Arena in Mendocino Coun-
ty.

Other sanctuaries and monu-
ments stretch from the Atlantic 
Coast to the Great Lakes, Hawaii 
and Samoa.

The comment deadline — barring 
a last-minute extension — is 8:59 
p.m. Pacific time Wednesday.

“This is an all-out fight for the 
future of  the California coast,” said 
Richard Charter of  Bodega Bay, an 
offshore oil drilling opponent since 
the 1970s.

His organization, The Ocean 
Foundation, has formed a “sponta-
neous coalition” with 40 other en-
vironmental groups, including the 
Sierra Club, Natural Resources De-
fense Council, Russian Riverkeeper 
and Sonoma Coast Surfrider.

California Sens. Dianne Feinstein 
and Kamala Harris, and senators 
from Connecticut, New Jersey, Mas-
sachusetts and Michigan, along with 
Rep. Jared Huffman, D-San Rafael, 
and House members from Hawaii, 
Arizona, Michigan, New York and 
Guam have joined state and county 
officials in defending the protected 
“underwater parks” they say drive 
local economies and preserve natu-
ral resources.

They are reacting to Trump’s 

Environmental groups and 
state lawmakers bombard 
federal site with comments 
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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What people 
are saying: A 
sampling of the 
thousands of 
public comments 
posted on a 
federal website 
regarding the 
importance of 
protecting nation-
al sanctuaries and 
monuments. A2

Wanted: Workers who can pass drug test

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio — Just a few miles 
from where President Donald Trump will 
address his blue-collar base tonight, exact-
ly the kind of  middle-class factory jobs he 
has vowed to bring back from overseas are 
going begging.

It’s not that local workers lack the skills 
for these positions, many of  which do not 
even require a high school diploma but pay 
$15 to $25 an hour and offer full benefits. 
Rather, the problem is that too many appli-
cants — nearly half, in some cases — fail a 
drug test.

The fallout is not limited to the workers 
or their immediate families. Each quarter, 
Columbiana Boiler, a local company, for-
goes roughly $200,000 worth of  orders for 
its galvanized containers and kettles be-
cause of  the manpower shortage, it says, 
with foreign rivals picking up the slack.

“Our main competitor in Germany can 
get things done more quickly because they 
have a better labor pool,” said Michael J. 
Sherwin, chief  executive of  the 123-year-
old manufacturer. “We are always looking 
for people and have standard ads at all 
times, but at least 25 percent fail the drug 
tests.”

The economic impact of  drug use on the 
workforce is being felt across the country, 
and perhaps nowhere more than in this 
region, which is struggling to overcome 

By NELSON D. SCHWARTZ
NEW YORK TIMES
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MANPOWER SHORTAGE » Ohio, 
rest of nation feeling economic 
impact of opioid, marijuana use 
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Sonoma County environmental health specialist Lindsay Sergbers takes samples Monday of the Russian River to check for blue-green algae at 
Healdsburg Veterans Memorial Beach. 

In search of inspectors

The section of  Sonoma County 
government responsible for every-
thing from monitoring the Rus-
sian River for toxic algae blooms 
to inspecting the safety of  local 
restaurants is overworked and 
insufficiently staffed, challenges 
that hamper its effectiveness, ac-
cording to a recently released civil 
grand jury report.

In its latest annual analysis 
published late last month, the 
19-member civilian panel deter-
mined the county’s Department of  
Health Services’ Environmental 
Health and Safety section faced a 
staffing squeeze, particularly for 

middle management jobs, and re-
lied too much on trainees to play 
key roles, among other findings. 
The little known but critically im-
portant government section has 
found it difficult to recruit and re-
tain qualified employees, placing 
too great a burden on current staff 
members who suffer from “re-
duced job satisfaction” as well as 
“low morale,” the report said. 

Matthew Stone, the grand jury 
foreman, said the report’s findings 
continue to show that the coun-
ty has yet to fully recover from 
its recession-era belt tightening. 
“They’ve got a whole bunch of  
sort of  big-picture priorities, but 

Environmental health specialist Lindsay Sergbers surveys water 
samples she took from the Russian River on Monday.  A civil 
grand jury has found that the county’s environmental health 
division is insufficiently staffed.

By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Report says environmental health department overworked

CIVIL GRAND JURY » COUNTY STAFFING SQUEEZE Kushner 
says no 
plot with 
Russia 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s son-in-law, 
Jared Kushner, described him-
self  to Senate investigators on 
Monday as a political and for-
eign policy neophyte who met 
with Russians as part of  a hectic 
and unconventional presiden-
tial campaign, 
not as part of  a 
plot to steer the 
election.

“All of  my 
actions were 
proper and oc-
curred in the 
normal course 
of  events of  a 
very unique 
c a m p a i g n , ” 
Kushner told reporters on the 
White House grounds after two 
hours behind closed doors on 
Capitol Hill. “I did not collude 
with Russians, nor do I know 
of  anyone in the campaign who 
did.”

Hours before he traveled to 
Capitol Hill for his session with 
the investigators, Kushner, a 
senior White House adviser, re-
leased a lengthy written state-
ment explaining the purpose 
of  a number of  contacts with 
Russians last year — meetings 
that have thrust him into the 
middle of  a controversy that has 
engulfed the early months of  the 
Trump administration.

The decision to release the 
statement, and to appear volun-
tarily before Congress, is a clear 
strategy to try to navigate a po-
litical storm. His meetings with 
a Russian ambassador, lawyer, 
and banker have prompted 
questions about his honesty, 
and calls from Democrats to 

By MATT APUZZO 
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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tells Senate investigators 
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